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THE ARGUMENT. 

Kaphaet continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel were cent 
forth to battle against Satan and his Angels. The first fight 
described t Satan and his powers retire under night : He calU a 
jcoimcil ; invents devilish engines^ which, in the second day's 
fight) put Michael and his Angels to some disorder ; but they 
at lengthy pulling up mountains^ overwhelmed both the force 
and machines of Satan : Yet, the tumult not so ending, God, 
on the third day, sends Messiah hit Son, for whom he had 
reserved the glory of that victory: He, in the power of his 
Father, coming to the place, and caunng all his legions to 
stand still on either ude, with his chariot and thunder driving 
into the midst of hit enemies^ pursues them unable to reust 
towards the wall of Heaven; which opening, they leap down 
with horrour and confusion into the place of punbhment pre- 
pared for them in the 49ep : M18IIA& rftt»nu witb triompb t^ 
his Father. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK VI. 



All night the dreadless Angel, unpursued^ 
Through IJeaven's wide champain held his w^y> till 

Morn, 
Wak'd \>y the circling Hours, with rosy hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of Grod, fast by his throne. 
Where light and darkness in perpetual round 
Lodge and dislodge by turns, which makes through 

Heaven 
Grateful vicissitude> like day and n^t > 
Light issues forth, and at the other door 
Obsequious Darkness enters, till her hour 
.To veil the Heaven, ^^ough darkness thexe might well 
Seem twilight here : And now went forth the Mom 
Such as in highest Heaven array'd in gold 
Emp3nreal j from before her vanished Night 
Shot through with orient beams ', when all the plaitf 
Covered with thick embatded squadrons bright. 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and 6ery steeds. 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view : 
War he perceiv*d^ war in procinct ; and fouiKl 
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4 PARADISE LOST. book vi. 

Akeady known what he for news had thought 
To have reported : Gladly then he mix'd 
Among those friendly Powers^ who him receiv'd 
With joy and acclamations loud^ that one. 
That of so many m3rriads fall'n, yet one 
Returned not lost. On to the sacred hill 
They led him high applauded^ and present 
Before the seat supreme j from whence a voice. 
From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done -, well hast thou fought 
The better fight, who single hast maintained 
Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms j 
And for the testimony c^ truth hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 
Than violence j for this was all thy care 
To stand approved in sight of God, though woiidt 
Judged thee perverse : The easier conquest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return. 
Than scom*d thou didst depart; and to subdue 
By force, who reason for their law refuse, 
Ri^t reason for their law, and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Cro, Michael, of celestial armies prince. 
And thou, in military prowess next, 
Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible j lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thousands and by millions, rang'd for fight, 
Squal in Qumber to that Grodless crew 

Digitized by Google 



uooK VI. PARADISE LOST. 5 

Rebellious : Them Math fire and hostile arms 
Fearless assault ; and, to the brew of Heaven 
Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss. 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
• His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 

So spake the Sovran Voice, and clouds begaa 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths, reluctant flames^ the sign 
Of wrath awak'd ; Uor with less dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high *gan blow : 
At which command the Powers militant. 
That stood for Heaven, in mighty quadrate join'd 
Of imion irresistible, mov'd on 
In silence their bright legions, to. the sound 
Of instnmiental harmony, that breath'd 
Hermck ardour to adventurous deeds 
Under their God-like leaders, in th^ cause 
Of God and his Messiah. On they move 
Indissolubly firm ; nor obvious hill. 
Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream, divides 
Their perfect ranks -, for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the passive air upbore 
Their nimble tread ; as when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing. 
Came summoned over Eden to receive 
Tlieir names of thee > so over many a tract 
Of Heaven, they march*d, and many a province wide. 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : At last. 
Far in the horizon to the north appear'd 
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.6 PARADISE LOST. book vi. 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretched 
In battailous aspect, and nearer view 
Bristled with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid spears, and helmets throng'd, and shields 
Various, with boastful argument portrayed. 
The banded Powers of Satan hasting on 
With furious expedition ; for they ween*d 
That self-same day, by fight, or by surprise. 
To win the mount of God, and on his throne 
To set the Envier of his state, the proud 
Aspirer J but their thoughts proved fond and vain 
In the mid way : Though strange to us it seem'd 
At first, that Angel should with Angel war. 
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in festivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as sons of one great Sire, 
Hymning the Eternal Father : But the shout 
Of battle now b^giin, and rushing sound 
Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 
High in the midst, exalted as a God, 
The Apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat. 
Idol of majesty divine, enclosed 
With fiaming Cherubim, and golden shields ; 
Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
*Twixt host and host but narro\^^ space was lefl, 
A dreadful interval, and front to front 
Presented stood in terrible array 
Of hideous length : Before the cloudy van. 
On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 
Satan, with vast and hau^ty strides advancM^ 
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BOOK VI. PARADISE LOST. 7 

Came towering, arai'd in adamant and gcAd i' 
Abdiel that sight endur d not, where he stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart expk>res. 

O Heaven ! that such resembknce (rf the Higheal 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 
Kemain not: Wherefore should not strength and 

might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prm^e 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance^ trusting in the Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 
Unsound and false 3 mx Is it aught but just,- 
That he, who in debate of truth hath won. 
Should win in arms, in both disputes ^ike 
Victor } though brutish that contest and foul^ 
When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 
Most reason is that reason overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth stepping opposite, half-way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens*d, and thus securely him defied. 

Protid, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reach*d 
The highth of thy aspiring unopposed. 
The throne of God unguarded, and his side 
Abandoned, at the terrour of thy power 
Or potent tongue : Fool ! not to think how vaia^ 
Against the Omnipotent to rise in arms 5 
Who out of smallest things could, without end^ 
Ij4)Fe rais'd incessant armie& to defeat 
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« PARADISE LOST. book vi. 

Thy folly ; or with solitary hand 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow. 

Unaided, could liave finish'd thee, and whelm'd 

Thy legions tinder darkness : But thou seest 

All are not of thy train ; there be, who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not visible, when I alone 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to dissent 

From all : My sect thou seest ; now learn too late 

How few sometimes may know, when thousands err. 

Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance. 
Thus answered. Ill for thee, but in wish*d hour 
Of my revenge, first sought for, thou return'st 
From flight, seditious Angdi ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of this right hand provdc'd, since first that tongue^ 
Inspir*d with contradiction, durst oppos© 
A third part of the Gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert ; who, while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can aHow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com*st 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me some plume, that thy success may show 
Destruction to the rest : This pause between, 
(Unanswered lest thou boast) to let thee know. 
At first I thought that Liberty and Heaven 
To heavenly souls had been all onej but now 
I see that most through sloth had rather serve, 
Ministriijg Spirits, train*d up in feast and song ! 
Such hast thou arm*d, the minstrelsy of Heaven^ 
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BOOK VI. PARADISE LOST. ^ 

Serri^with freedom to contend^ 

As both their deeds comparM this day shall pnne. 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel stem replied* 
Apostate ! still thou err'st^ nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
• Unjustly thou tteprav'st it with the name 
Of servitude, to serve whom God ordains. 
Or Nature: God and Nature bid the same. 
When he whoTnUesTs worthiest, and exceb 
Them whom he governs. This is servitude. 
To serve the unwise, or him who haUi rebeird 
Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee. 
Thyself not free, but to thyself enthralled ; 
Yet lewdly dar'st our ministring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me serve 
In Heaven God ever blest, and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obey'd 5 
Yet chains in Hell, not realms, expect : Mean while 
From me returned, as erst thou saidst, from flight, 
Thb greeting on thy impious crest receive. 
So saying, a nobte stroke he lifted high. 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight. 
Nor motion of swift thought, less covdd his shield. 
Such ruin intercept : Ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd j the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upsteid ; as if on earth 
Winds under ground, or waters forcing way. 
Sidelong had push'd a mountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement seis'd 
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to PARADISE LOST. Hook vi. 

The rebel Thrones> but greater rage, to see 

Thus foilM theu: mightiest; ours joy fill'd, and ShotiC, 

presage of victoryi arid fierce desire 

Of battle : Whereat Michael bid sdund 

The Arch- Angel trumpet ; through the vatst of Heaven 

It 80unded> and the faithful armies rung 

Hosanna to the Highest : Nor stood at gaze 

The adverse legions, nor less hideous j[oin*d 

The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose/ 

And clamour such as heard in Heaven till now 

Was liever j arms on armour clashing bray'd 

Horrible discord, and the madding wlieels 

Of brazen.chariots rag*d ; dire was the noise 

Of conflict } over head the dismal liiss 

Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew^ 

And flying vaulted either host with flre« 

So under fiery cope together rush'd 

Both battles main, with ruinous assault 

And inexUngui&hable rage. All Heaven 

Resounded -, and had Earth been then^ all Earth 

Had to her center ^ook. What wonder ? when 

Millions of fierce encountering Angels fought 

On either sidei the least of whom could wield 

These elements,, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions : How much naore of power 

Army against ^my numberless to raise 

Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb. 

Though not destroy, their happy native seat ; 

Had not the Eternal King Omnipotent, 

Frcaa hii strong hold of Heaven, high over-rul'd 
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«ooK VI. PARADISE LOST. U 

AJid limitedjheir might j though number'd such 
As each divftfed legion might have seem'd 
A numerous host; in. strength each armed hand 
A legion -, led in fight, yet leader seem*d 
Each warrionr single as in chiefs expert 
• When to advance, or ^2ind, or turn the sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close 
The ridges of grim war t No thought of flighty 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear ; each on himself relied. 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory : Deeds of eternal fame 
Were done> but infinite 5 for wide was spread 
That war, and various 5 sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight, then, soaring on main wing. 
Tormented all the air 5 all air seem'd then 
Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 
The battle hung ; till Satan, whq that day 
Prodigious power had shown, and met in ;irms 
No equal, ranging through the dipe i^tack 
Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 
Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and fi^?d 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed sw9y 
Brandished aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide-wasting -, such destruction to withstand 
He hasted, and opposed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 
A vast circumference. At his approach 
The great Arch- Angel from his warlike toil 
Surceas'ti, and glad, as hoping here to end 
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12 PARADISE LOST. book vi. 

Intestine war in Heaven, the ardb-foe subdued 
Or captive dragged in chains, with hostile frown 
And visage all inflam'd first thus began. 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in Heaven, now plenteous, as thou secst 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all. 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself. 
And thy adherents: How hast th6u disturb'd 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into n^ure brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ! how hast thou instilled 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright 
And faithful, now prov*d false ! But think not here 
To trouble holy rest j Heaven casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven, the seat of bliss. 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along. 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil. Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils. 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sudden vengeance, wing*d from God, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 

So spake the Prince of Angels 5 to whom thus 
The Adversary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Hast thou turn'd the least of these 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise • 
Unvanquish'd, easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chase me hence ? err not, that so shall end 
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poon VI. PARADISE LOST. )3 

The strife which thou calFst evil, but we style 
The strife of glory j which we mean to win. 
Or turn this Heaven itself into the Hell 
Thou fablest) here however to dwell free. 
If not to reign : Mean while thy utmost force. 
And join him nam*d Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh. 

They ended parle, and both addressed for fight 
Unspeakable -, for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to such highth 
Of Godlike power ? for likest Gods they seem'd. 
Stood they or mov'd„ in stature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now way'd their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles; two broad suns their shields 
Blaz'd opposite, while Expectation stood 
In horroui*: From each hand with speed retir'd. 
Where erst was thickest fight, the angelick throng. 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion } such as, to set forth 
Great things by .small, if, nature's concord broke. 
Among the constellations war were sprung. 
Two planets, rushing from aspect malign 
Of fiercest opposition, in naid sky 
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound. 
Together both with next to almighty arm 
Up-lifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd 
That might dete^nine, and not need repeat, 
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14 PARADISE LOST. book yi. 

As not of power at once j nor odds appeared 

In might or swift prevention : But the sword 

Of Michael from the armoury of God 

Was given him tempered so, that neither keen 

Nor solid might resist that edge : it met 

The sword of Satan^ with steep force to smite 

Descending, and in half cut sheer -, nor staid. 

But with swift wheel reverse, deep entering, shar'd 

All his right side : Then Satan first knew pain. 

And writh'd him to and fro convolv*d 3 so sore 

The griding sword with discontinuous woimd 

Pass'd through him : But the ethereal substance clos*d. 

Not Jong divisible 5 and from the gash 

A stream of nectarous humour issuing flow*d 

Sanguine, such as celestial Spirits may bleed. 

And all his armour stain*d, ere while so brlght*^ 

Forthwith on ajl sides to his aid was run 

By Angels many and strong, who mterpos'd 

Defence, while others bore him on their shields 

Back to his chariot, where it stood retired 

From off the files of war : There they hin^ laid 

Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame^ 

To find himself not matchless, and his pride 

Hmnbled by «uch rebuke, so far beneath 

His confidence to equal Grod in power. 

Yet soon he heal'd^ for Spirits that live throughout 

Vital in every part^ not as frail man 

In entrails, heait or head, liver or reias. 

Cannot but by annihilating, die ^ 

Nor in their liquid texture mi^^tal wound 
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Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 
All heart thdy live, all head, ail eye, all ear. 
All intellect, all sense 3 and, as they please. 
They limb therdselves, and colour, shape, or size 
Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deserv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce ensigns pierc*d the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king 5 who him defied. 
And at his chariot- wheels to drag him bound 
Threatened, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
Refrain' d his tongue blasphemous ; but anon 
Down cloven to the waist, with shattered arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe. 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd. 
Vanquished Adramelech, and Asmadai, 
Two potent Thrones, that to be less than Gods 
Disdain* d, but meaner thoughts learned in their flight. 
Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and mail. 
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
Hie atheist crew, but with redoubled blow 
Ariel, and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel scorch'd and blasted, overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth j but those elect 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 
Sedt not the praise of men : The other sort. 
In might though wonderous and in acts of war. 
Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom 
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Cancell'd from Heaven and sacred memory. 
Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. 
For strength from truth divided, and from just, 
Illaudable, nouglit merits but dispraise 
And ignominy 5 yet to glory aspires 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy sedcs fame : 
Therefore eternal silence be their doom. 

And now, their mightiest quell' d, the battle swerv^d^^ 
With many an inroad gor'd^ deformed rout 
Enter* d, and foul disorder^ all the ground 
With shiver-d armour strown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overturn* d. 
And fier}'-foaming steeds 5 what stood, recoil'd 
0*er- wearied, through the faint Satanick host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surpris*d. 
Then first with fear surprised, and sense of pain. 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 
By sin of disobedience 5 till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far otherwise the inviolable Saints, 
In cubick phalanx firm, advanc*d entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm*d j 
Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes; not to have sinn'd. 
Not to have disobey'd ) in fight they stood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain*d 
By wound, though from their place by violence mov*i 

Now Night her course began, and, over Heaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce impos*d. 
And silence on the odious, din of war : 
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Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Victor and vanquish'd : On the foughten field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping^ plac'd in guard their watches round, 
Cherubick waving fires : On the otlier part, 
• Satan with his rebellious disappeared. 
Far in the dark dislodg'dj and, void of rest. 
His potentates to council call'd by night j 
And in the midst thus undismay'd began. 

O now in darker tried, now known in arms 
Not to be overpowered. Companions dear. 
Found worthy not of liberty alone. 
Too mean pretence ! but what we more afiect. 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown 3 
Who have sustained one day in doubtful fight, 
{And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfullest to send 
Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to his will. 
But proves not so : Then fallible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arm'd. 
Some disadvantage we endur'd and pain. 
Till now not known, but, known, as soon conteran*d j 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury. 
Imperishable, and> though pierc*d witli wound. 
Soon closing, and by native vigour heard. 
Of evil then so small as easy think 
The remedy 5 perhaps more valid arms. 
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Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 
May serve to better us, and worse our foes. 
Or equal what between us made the odds. 
In nature none : If other hidden cause 
Left them superiour, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound. 
Due search and consultation will disclose. 

He sat } and in the assembly next upstood 
Nisroch, of Principalities the prime ; 
As one he stood escap'd from cruel fight. 
Sore toird, his riven arms to havock hewn. 
And cloudy in asp6ct thus answering spake. 

Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods 5 yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find. 
Against unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Against unpain*d, impassive 5 from which evil 
Ruin must nefeds ensue 5 fot what avails [paia 

Valour or strength, though matchless, quell*d with 
Which all subdues, and makes remiss the hands 
Of mighties ? Sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine. 
But live content, vi^hich is the calmest life: 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and, excessive, overturns 
All patience. He, who therefore can invent 
With whaf: more forcible we may offend 
Our yet unwounded eppmies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
Jfo less than for deliverance what we owe. 
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Whereto with look compos'd Satan replied. 
Not uninvented that> which thou aright 
Believ'st so main to our success, 1 bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of this ethereous mould whereon we stand> 
This continent of spacious Heaven, adom'd 
\Vith plant, fruit, flower ambrosial, gems, and 

Whose eye so superficially surveys 

I'hese things, as not to mind from whence they grow 

Deep under grpund, materials dark and crude. 

Of spiritoua and fiery spi^me, till, touch'd 

With Heaven's ray, and tempered, they shoot forth 

So beauteous^ opening to the ambient light i 

Hiese in their dark nativity the deep 

Shall yield Us, pregnant with infernal fiame; 

Whidh, into hollow engines, long and round. 

Thick ramm'd, at the other bore with touch of fire 

Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth 

From far, with thundering noise, among om- fpes 

Such implements of mischief, as shall dash 

To pieces, and overwhelm whatever stands 

Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarm'd 

TTie Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long shall be our labour 5 yet ere dawn. 

Effect shall end pur wish. Mean while revive; 

Abandon fear 5 to strength and counsel join'd 

Think nothing hard, much less to be de^air*d. 

He ended, and bis words their drooping ch^r , 
Enlighten'd, and their languished hope reviv'd. 
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The invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be the inventer miss'd -, so easy it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound most would have 

thought 
Impossible : Yet, haply, of thy race 
In future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspir'd 
With devilish machination, might devise 
Like instrument to plague the sons of men 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew > 
None arguing stood ; innumerable hands 
Were ready j in a moment up they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 
The originals of nature in their crude 
Conception; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and, with subtle art. 
Concocted and adusted they reduc'd 
To blackest grain, and into store conveyed: 
Part hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth- 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone. 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missive ruin ; part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious witli one touch to fire. 
So all ere day-spring, under conscious night> 
Secret they finish' d, and in order set. 
With silent circumspection, unespied. 

Now when fair morn orient in Heaven appear'cT, 
Up rose the victor-Angels, and to arms 
The matin trumpet sung : In arms they stood 
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Soon banded j others from the dawning hiUs 
Look'd round, and scouts each coast light-armed scour^^ 
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe, 
Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight. 
In motion or in halt : Him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
But firm battalion 5 back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the swiftest wing. 
Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cried. 

Arm, Warriours, arm for fight j the foe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
This day 5 fear not his flight 5 so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see 
Sad resolution, and secure : Let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield. 
Borne even or highj for this day will pour down. 
If I conjecture aught, no drizzling shower. 
But rattling storm of arrows barb*d with fire. 

So wam*d he them, aware themselves, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment 5 
Instant without disturb they took alarm. 
And onward mov*d embattled : When behold ! 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilish enginery, impal'd 
On every side with shadowing squadrons deep. 
To hide the fraud. At interview both stood 
A while 5 but suddenly at head appear d 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 
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Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold > 
That all may see who hate us, how we seek 
' Peace and composure, and with open i>reast 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverse : 
But that I doubt i however witness Heaven ! 
Heaven, witness thou anon ! while we discharge 
Fredy our part : ye, who appointed stand. 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear! 

So scoffing in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 
Which to our eyes discovered, new and strange^ 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seem*d. 
Or hollowed bodies made of oak or fir. 
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell'd,) 
Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce : At each behind 
A^Seraph stood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tipt with, fire -, while we, 8uspen8e> 
Collected stood within our tlioughts amus*d. 
Not long 3 for sudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent applied 
With nicest touch. Immediate in a flame. 
But soon obscur d with smoke, all Heaven appearxl. 
From those deep-throated engines belch'd, whose 
roar 
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Embowell'd with outrageous noise the air. 
And all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
Their devilish glut, chained thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes j which, on the victor host 
Levelled, with such impetuous fury smote, 
•That, whom they hit, none on their feet might stand. 
Though standing else as rocks, but down they fell 
By thousands. Angel on Arch- Angel roll'd 3 
The sooner for their arms 5 unarm'd, they might 
Have easily, as Spirits, evaded swift 
By quick contraction or remove 5 but now 
Foul dissipation followed, and forc'd rout ; 
Nor sery'd it to relax their serried files. 
What should they do ? if on they rush'd, repulse 
Repeated, and indecent overthrow 
Doubled, would render them yet more despis*d. 
And to their foes a laughter 5 for in view 
Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row. 
In posture to displode their second tire 
Of thunder : Back defeated to return 
They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight. 
And to his mates thus in derision called. 

O Friends ! why come not on these victors proud ? 
Ere while, they fierce were coming ; and when we. 
To entertain them fair with open front 
And breast, (what could we more ?) propounded terms 
Of composition, straight they chang'd their minds, 
Flewoff, and into strange vagaries fell. 
As they would dance; yet for a dance they seem'd 
Somewhat extravagant and wild ; perhaps 
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For joy of offered peace : But I suppose^ 
If our proposals once again were heard^ 
We should compel them to a quick result. 

To whom thus Belial> in like gamesome mood. 
Leader ! the terms we sent were terms of weight. 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home j 
Such as we might perceive amus*d them all. 
And stumbled many : Who receives them rights 
Had need from head to foot well understand j 
Not understood, this gift they have besides. 
They show us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themselves in pleasant veia 
Stood scoffing, highten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory : Eternal Might 
To match with their invention^ they presum*d 
So easy, and of his thunder made a scorn. 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
A while in trouble : But they stood not long 5 
Bage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Against such hellish mischief fit to oppose. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd !) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 
Of pleasure situate in hill and dale,) 
Light as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew ; 
From their foundations loosening to and fro. 
They pluck'd the seated hills, with all their load. 
Bocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands : Amaze, 
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Be sure, and terrour, seis*d the rebel host. 

When coming towards them so dread they saw 

The bottom of the mountains upward tum*d; 

Till on those cursed engines' triple-row 

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 

Under the weight of mountains buried deep ; 

Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flung, which in the air 

Came shadowing, and oppress*d whole legions arm*d ; 

Their armour help*d their harm, crushed in and bmis*d 

Into their substance pent, which wrought them pain 

Implacable, and many a dolorous groan 5 

Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 

Out of such prison, though Spirits of purest light. 

Purest at first, now gross by ginning grown. 

The rest, in imitation, to like arms 

Betook them, and the neighbouring hills uptore : 

So hills amid the air encountered hills, 

Hurrd to and fro with jaculation dire j 

That under ground they fought in dismal shade j 

Infernal noise ! war seem*d a civil game 

To this uproar; horrid confusion heap'd 

Upon confusion rose : And now all Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread ; 

Had not the Almighty Father, where he sits 

Shrin'd in his sanctuary of Heaven secure. 

Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd : 

That his great purpose he might so fulfil^ 

To honour his anointed Son aveng*d 
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Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferred : Whence to his Son, 

The Assessour of his throne, he thug began. 

Effulgence of my glory. Son belov'd. 
Son,, in whose face invisible is beheld 
Visibly, what by Deity I am j ' 

And in whose hand what by decree I do. 
Second Omnipotence ! two days are past. 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heaven, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
These disobedient : Sore hath been their fight. 
As likeliest was, when two such foes met arm*d ; 
For to themselves I left them 5 and thou know'st. 
Equal in their creation they were formed. 
Save what sin hath impair*d 5 which yet hath wrought 
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom 5 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last 
Endless, and no Solution will be found : 
War wearied hath performed what war can do. 
And to disordered rage let loose the reins. 
With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd; which 

makes 
Wild work in Heaven, and dangerous to the main* 
Two days are therefore past, the third is thine j 
For thee I have ordain*d it 5 and thus far 
Have suffer'd, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war, since none but Ihou 
Can end it. Into thee such virtue and grace 
Inmiense I have transfus*d, that all may know 
In Heaven and HeU thy power above con^>are ; 
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And^ this perverse cbifimotion govem'd dius. 

To manifest thee worthiest to be Heir 

Of all things 5 to be Heir, and to be King 

By sacred unction, thy deserved right 

Go then. Thou Mightiest, in thy Father's might > 

Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That shake Heaven*s basis, bring forth all my war. 

My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 

Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigh j 

Pursue these sons of darkness, drive them out 

From all Heaven's bounds into the utter deep : 

There let them learn, as likes them, to despise 

God, and Messiah his anointed King. 

He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full ; he all his Father full express'd 
Ineffably into his face received j 
And thus the Filial Godhead answering spake. 
O Father, O Supreme of heavenly Thrones, 
First, Highest, Holiest, Best; thou always seek'st 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee. 
As is most just : This I my glory account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
' That thou, in me well pleas*d, declar'st thy will 
Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 
Scepter and power, thy giving, I assume. 
And gladlier shall resign, when in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever ; and in me all whom thoii lov*st : 
But whom thou hat*st, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terroun^ as I put thy niildness on. 
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Image of thee in all things ; and shall soon> 

Arm'd with thy mi^t, rid Heaven of these rebelld ; 

To their prepared ill mansion driven down. 

To chains of darkness, and the undying worm 3 

That from thy just obedience could revolt. 

Whom to obey is happiness endre. 

Then shall thy Saints unmixed, and from the impure 

Far separate, circling thy holy mount. 

Unfeigned Halleluiahs to thee sing, 

Hynms of high praise, and I among them Chief. 

So said, he, o'er his scepter bowing, rose 
From the right hand of Glory where he sat j 
And the third sacred mom began to shine. 
Dawning through Heaven. Forth rash'd with whirl- 
wind sound 
The chariot of Paternal Deity, 
Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn. 
Itself instinct with Spirit, but convoy*d 
By four Cherubick shapes 5 four faces each 
Had wonderous 5 as with stars, their bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes -, with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl, and careering fires between -, 
Over their heads a crystal firmament. 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the showery arch. 
He, in celestial panoply, all arm*d 
Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought. 
Ascended 5 at his right hand Victcwry 
Sat eagle- wing'd ; beside him huiig his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder 8tor*d 3 
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And from about him fierce effusion roU'd 

Of smoke, and bickering flame, and sparkles dire : 

Attended with ten thousand thousand Saints, 

He onward came j far off his coming shone } 

And twenty diousand (I their number heard) 

Chariots of God, half on each hand, were seen ; 

He; on the wings of Cherub rode sublime 

On the crji^stalline sky, in sapphire thron'd. 

Illustrious far and wide 5 but by his own 

Urst seen : Them unexpected joy surpris'd. 

When the great ensign of Messiah blaz'd 

Aloft by Angels borne, his sign in Heaven j 

Under whose conduct Michael soon reduc'd 

His army, circum£us*d on either wing. 

Under their Head imbodied all in one. 

Before him Power Divine his way prepar d ; 

At his command the uprooted hills retir*d 

Each to his place 5 they heard his voice, and went 

Obsequious ; Heaven his wonted fece renew'd. 

And with fresh flowerets hill and valley smil'd. 

This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdur'd. 

And to rebellious fight rallied their Powers, 

Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. 

In heavenly Spirits could such perverseness dwell } 

But to convince the proud what signs avail. 

Or wonders move the obdurate to relent ? 

They, harden'd more by what might most reclaim^ 

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 

Took envy ; and, aspiring to his highth. 

Stood re-embattled fierce, by force or fraud 
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Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 

Against God and Messiah, or to fall 

In universal ruin last 3 and now 

To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 

To all his host on either hand thus spake. 

Stand still in bright array, ye Saints ; here stand. 
Ye Angels arm'd 5 this day from battle rest : 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause ^ 
And as ye have received, so have ye done. 
Invincibly : But of tliis cursed crew 
The piuiishment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd. 
Nor multitude 5 stand only, and behold 
God's indignation on these godless pour*d 
By me } not you, but me, they have despised. 
Yet envied ; against me is all their rage, . 
Because the Father, to whom in Heaven supreme 
Kingdom, and power, and glory appertdns. 
Hath honoured me, iaccording to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath assign'd ; 
That they may have their wish, to try with me 
In battle which the stronger proves > they all. 
Or I alone against them -, since by strength 
They measure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels > 
Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe. 
So spake the Son, and into terrour changed 
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His countenance too severe to be beheld^ 
And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out theu: starry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roU'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. 
He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night 5 under his burning wheels 
The sted&t emp}T:ean shook throughout. 
All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among them he arriv'd j in his right hand 
Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he sent 
Before him, such as in their souls infix*d 
Plagues : Thej, astonished, all resistance lost. 
All courage j down their idle weapons dropt : 
0*er shields, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 
Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim prostrate. 
That wishM the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-visag'd Four 
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One Spirit in them rul*d 3 and every eye 
Glar*d lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among the accurs'd, that withered all their strength. 
And of their wonted vigour left them drained. 
Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fall'n. 
Yet half his strength he put not forth, but checked 
His thunder in mid volley 5 for he meant 
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Not to destroy, but root them out of Heavea : 
The overthrowu he rais*d, and as a herd 
Of goats or Umorous fiock together thronged 
Drove them before him thunder-struck, pursued 
With ter^ours, smd with furies, to the bounds 
And crystal wall of Heaven j which, opening wide, 
RoUM inward, and a spacious gap disclos d 
Into the wasteful deep : The monstrous sight 
Struck them with horrour backward, but far worse 
Urg*d them b^ind: Headlong themselves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heaven 5 eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit. 

Hell heard the unsufferable noise, Hell saw 
Heaven ruining from Heaven, and would have fled 
Aifiighted 5 but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fest had bound. * 
Nine days they fell : Confounded Chaos roar*d. 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
Incumber'd him with ruin : Hell at last 
Yawning received them whole, and on them clos'd > 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, :the house of woe and pain. 
Disburdened Heaven rejpic'd, and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roU'd. 
Sole victor, from the expulsion of his foes, 
Messiah his triumphal chariot tum*d : 
To meet him all his Saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts. 
With jubilee advanced 5 and, as th^ went,. 
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Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright. 
Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given. 
Worthiest to reign : He, celebrated, rode 
Triiunphant through mid Heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father thron'd 
On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 

Thus, measuring things in Heaven by things on Earthy 
At thy request, and that thou may'st beware 
By what is past, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have else to human race been hid 5 
The discord which befel, and war in Heaven 
Among the angelick Powers, and the deep fall 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebell'd 
With Satan 5 he who envies now thy state. 
Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that, with him 
Bereav'd of happiness, thou may'st partake 
His punishment, eternal misery 5 
Which would be edl his solace and revenge. 
As a despite done agsdnst the Most High, 
Thee, once to gain companion of his woe. 
But listen not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker 5 let it profit thee to have heard^ 
By terrible example, the reward 
Of disobedience j firm they might have stood^ 
Yet fell 5 remember, and fear to transgress. 

THE XMD OF THE SIXTH BOOK* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Raphael) at the request of Adam, relates how and wherefore tUi 
world was first created ; that God, after the expelling of Satali 
and his Angels out of Heaven, declared his pleasure to create 
another Morld, and other creatures to dwell therein j sends hk 
Son with glory, and Sttcndance of Angfels/<o jierfbrm the work 
of Creatfoh in six days : the Angels celebrate with hymns the 
performance thereof^ and his reasceniion into Heavea. 
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Descend from Heaven^ Urania> by that name 
If rightly thou art call'd, whose voice divine 
SoUowing, above the Olympian hill I soar> 
Above the flight of Pegas6an wing. 
The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 
Nor of the Muses nine, nor on the top 
Of <dd Olympus dwell*st; but, heavenly-bom. 
Before the hills appeared, or fountain Aow'd, 
Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse. 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 
In presence of the Almighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 
Into the Heaven of Heavens I have presum'd. 
An earthly guest, and drawn empyreal air. 
Thy tempering : with like safety guided down 
Return me to my native element : 
Lest from this flying steed unrein'd, (as once 
Bellerophon, thopgh from a lower clime,) 
Dismounted, on the Aleian field I fall. 
Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn. 
Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 
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Within the visible diurnal sphere 5 
Standing on earthy not rapt above the pole^ 
More safe I sing with mortal voice^ unchanged 
To hoarse or mute, though fall'n on evil days. 
On evil days though fall'n, and evil tongues j 
In darkness, and with dangers compassed round. 
And solitude -, yet not alone, while thou 
Visit' St my slumbers jjightly, or when mom 
Purples the east : still govern thou my song, 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 
But drive &r off the barbarous dissonance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian baid 
In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ^ars 
To rapture, till the savage clamour drown*d 
Both harp and voice 5 nor coidd the Muse defend 
Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 
Say, Goddess, what ensued when ^Raphael, 
The affable Arch- Angel, had fi)rewam*d 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostacy, by what befel in Heaven 
To those apostates 5 lest the like be&U 
In Paradise to Adam or his race, 
Charg'd not to touch the interdicted tree. 
If they transgress, and sU^t that sole command. 
So easily obey*d amid the c^ioice 
Of all tastes else to please their appetite. 
Though wandering. He, with ]^ consorted Ev«> 
The stoiy heard att^tiv^ and inras fiU*d 
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Wijh admiration and deep muse^ to* hear 

Of things so high and strange; things, to their thought 

So unimaginable, as hate in Heaven, 

And war so near the peace of Grod in bliss. 

With such confusion : but the evil, soon 

Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 

From whom it sprung 5 impossible to mix 

With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repeal'd 

The doubts that in his heart arose : and now 

Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of Heaven and Earth conspicuous first began 5 

When, and whereof created 5 for what cause j 

What within Eden, or without, was done 

Before his memory; as one whose drouth 

Yet scarce allay'd still -eyes the current stream. 

Whose liquid murmur heard new thirst excites. 

Proceeded thus to ask his heavenly guest. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears. 
Far differing from this world, thou hast reveal'd. 
Divine interpreter ! by favour sent 
Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 
Us fimely of what might else have been our loss, 
UnkiQown, which human knowledge could not reach \ 
For which to the infinitely Good we owe 
Inm^ortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive, with solemn purpose to observe 
Inamutabjy his sovran will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast vouchsafd 
Gently, for our instruction, to impart 
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Things above earthly thought, wluch yet concem'd 
Our knowing, as to highest wisdom seem'd. 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
What may no less perhaps avail us known. 
How first began this Heaven which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving fires adorned 
Innumerable 3 and this which yields or fills 
All space, the ambient air wide interfused 
Embracing round this florid Earth ; what cause 
]Mov*d the Creator, in his holy rest 
Through all eternity, so late to build 
In Chaos j and the work begun, how soon 
Absolv*d 5 if unforbid thou may*st unfold 
What we, not to explore the secrets ask 
Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify his works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though steep j suspense in Heaven, 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears. 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
His generation, and the rising birth 
Of Nature from the unapparent Deep : 
Or if the star of evening and the moon 
Haste to thy audience. Night with her will bring 
Silence ; and Sleep, listening to thee, will watch ; 
Or we can bid his absence, till thy song 
End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine. 
Thus Adam his illustrious guest besoijght : 
And thus the Godlike Angel answer'd mild. 
This also thy request;, with caution ask'd. 
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Obtain ; though to recount almighty works 
What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice. 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may serve 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
. Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing j such commission from above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond, abstain 
To ask 5 nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not revealed, which the invisible King* 
Only Omniscient, hath suppressed in night 5 
To none c<Mhmunicable in Earth or Heaven : 
Enough is left besides to search and know. 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, tp know 
In measure what the mind may well contain j 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. 

Know then, that, after Lucifer from Heaven 
(So call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of Angels, than that star tlie stars among,) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son return'd 
Victorious with his Saints, the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake. 

At least our envious Foe hath faiFd, who thought 
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 
This inaccessible high strength, the seat 
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Of Deity supteme, us dlspossess'd. 

He trusted to have seis*d, and into fraud 

Drew many^ whom dieir place knows here no more ; 

Yet far the greater part have kept, I see. 

Their station j Heaven, yet populous, retains 

Number sufficient to possess her realms 

Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 

With rainisteries due, and solemn rites : 

Bat, lest his heart exdt him in the harm 

Already done, to have dispeopled Heaven, 

My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 

That detriment, if such it be to lose 

Self-lost 5 and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of one man a race 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 

Not here ; till, by degrees of merit rais'd. 

They open to themselves at length the way 

Up hither, under long obedience tried ; 

And Earth be changed to Heaven, and Heaven to 

Earth, 
One kingdom, joy and union without end. 
Mean while inhabit lax, ye Powers of Heaven j 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform -, speak thou, and be it done ! 
My overshadowing Spirit and Might with thee 
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heaven and Earthy 
Boundless the Deep, because I Am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the space. 
Though I, uncircumscrib'd myself, retire^ 
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And put not forth my goodness, which is free' * 
To act or not. Necessity and Chance 
Approach not me, and what I wHl is Fate. 

So spake the Almighty, and to what he spake 
Hb Word, the Filial Grodhead, gave effect. 
• Immediate are the acts of Grod, nK>re swift 
Than time or motion, hut to human ears 
Cannot without process of speech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, 
When such was heard declared the Almighty's wiU j 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory to Him, whose just avenging ire 
Had driven out the ungodly from his sight 
And the habitations of the just ; to Him 
Gloiy and praise, whose wisdom had ordain*d 
Good out of evil to create ; instead 
Of Spirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffiise 
His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So sang th^ Hierarchies : Mean while the Soa 
On his great expedition now appeared. 
Girt with Omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of Majesty Divine ; sapience and love 
Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were poured 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged Spirits, and chariots wingM 
From .the annoury of God i where stand of old 



d by Google 



44 Paradise lost, book vir. 

Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Against a solemn day, hamess*d at hand. 
Celestial equipage 5 and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit liv'd. 
Attendant on their Lord : Heaven opened wide 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious sound 
On gcdden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his powerful Word 
And Spirit, coming to create new worlds. 
On heavenly ground they stood 5 and from the shore 
They view*d the vast immeasurable abyss 
Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild. 
Up from the bottom tum'd by furious winds 
And surging waves, as mountains, to assault 
Heaven's highth, and with the center mix the pole. 

Silence, ye troubled Waves, and thou Deep, peace. 
Said then the Omnifick Word 5 your discord end ! 
Nor staid j but, on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifled, in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn 5 
For Chaos heard his voice : Him all his train 
fe^Uow'd in bright procession, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then staid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compasses, prepared 
In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created things : 
One foot he center' d, and the other turn'd 
Round through the vast profundity obscure j 
And said^ Thus far eiUend; thus far thy bounds. 
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This be thy just circumference^ O Wcwld ! 
Thus God the Heaven created, thus the £arth. 
Matter unform'd and void : Darkness profound 
Cover'd the abyss ; but on the watery calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of Grod outspread^ 
« And vital virtue infiis*d, and vital warmth 
Throughput the fluid mass 5 but downward purg*d 
The black tartM«ou3 cold infernal dregs. 
Adverse to life : then founded, then conglob*d 
Like thin^ to like -, the rest to several plac^ 
Disparted, and between spun out the air ; 
And Earth self- balanced on ber center hung. 

Let there be light, 3aid God 5 and forthwith Light; 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure 
Sprung from the deep ; and from her native east 
To journey, through the aery gloom began^ 
Spher'd in a radiant cloud, for yet the sun 
Was not ', shcf in a cloudy tabernacle 
So]oum*d the while. God saw the light was good 5 
And light from darkness by the hemisphere 
Divided : light the Day, and darkness Night, 
He nam'd. Thus was the first day^ven and mom ; 
Nor past uncelebrated, nor unsung 
By the celestial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling first from darkness they beheld | 
Birth-day of Heaven and Earth -, with joy and shout 
The hollow universal orb they fiU'd, 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning prais'd 
God and his works j Creator him they sung, 
Both when first evening was^ . and when first momi^ 

r 
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Again^ Gdd said^ Let there be firmament 
Amid the waters^ and let it divide 
The waters from the waters -, and God made 
The firmament^ expanse of liquid^ pure^ 
Trans^parent^ elemental air, diffused 
In circuit to the uttermost convex 
Of this great round; partition firm and sure. 
The waters und^neath from those above 
Dividing : for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 
Crystalline ocean, and the loud misrule 
Of Chaos far remov'd; lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame : 
And Heaven he nam'd the Firmament : So even 
A^id morning chorus sung the second day. 

The Earth was form*d, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involv'd. 
Appeared not : over all the face of Earth 
Mdn ocean flow'd, not idle ; but, with warm 
Prolifick humour softening all her globe. 
Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moisture; when God said. 
Be gathered now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 
Emergent, and their*broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds 5 their tops ascend the sky ; 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hoHow bottom broad and deep^ 
Capacious bed of waters : Thither they 
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Hasted with glad precipitance, uproU'd, 
As drops on dust conglobing jfrom the dry : 
Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct. 
For haste -, such flight the great command imjMress'd 
On the swifl: floods : As armies at the call 
• Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast heard) 
Troop to their standard 3 so the watery throng. 
Wave rolling after wave, where way they found. 
If steep, with torrent rapture, if through plain. 
Soft-ebbing 3 nor withstood them rock (Mr hill 5 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With serpent errour wandering, found their way. 
And on the washy ooze deep channels wore 5 
Easy, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 
All but within those banks, where rivers now 
Stream, and jperpetual draw their humid train. 
The dry land. Earth \ and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters, he call'd Seas : 
And saw that it was good 3 and smd, I^et the Earth 
Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed. 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind. 
Whose seed is in herself upon the Earth. 
He scarce had said, when the bare Earth, till then 
Desart and bare, unsightly, unadom'd. 
Brought forth the tender grass, wiiose verdure clad 
Her universal face with pleasant green 3 
Then herbs of every leaf, that sudden flower*d 
Opening their various colours, and made gay 
Her bosom, smelling sweet : and, these scarce blowti. 
Forth flourished thick the clustering yine, foyth crept 
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The swelling gourd, up stood the comj reed 
Embattled in her field, and the humble shrub. 
And bush with frizzled hair implicit: Last 
Rose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 
Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm*d 
Their blossoms : With high woods the hills were 

crown'di 
With. tufts the valleys, and each fountain side > 
With borders long the rivers : that Earth now 
Seem*d like to Heaven, a seat where Gods might 

dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 
Her sacred shades : though God had yet not rain*d 
Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 
None was 3 but from the Earth a dewy mist 
Went up, and water'd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field 5 which, ere it was in the Earth, 
€rod made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green stem : God saw that it was good : 
So even and mom recorded the third day. 

Again the Almighty spake. Let there be lights 
High in the expanse of Heaven, to divide 
The day from night j and let them be for signs. 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years 3 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Then: office in the firmament of Heaven, 
To give light on the Earth j and it was so. 
And God made two great lights, great for theu: use 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night, altera 5 and made the stars. 
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And set them in the firmament of Heaven 

To illummate the Earth, and rule the day . 

In their vicissitude, and rule the night. 

And light from darkness to divide. God saw. 

Surveying his great work, that it was good: 

For of celestial bodies first the sun 

A mighty sphere he fram*d, unlightsome first. 

Though of ethereal mould : then form*d the moon 

Globose, and every magnitude of stars. 

And sow'd with stars the Heaven, thick as a field: 

Of light by far the greater part he took. 

Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac'd 

In the sun*s orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid light j firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light. 

Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light. 

And hence the morning-planet gilds her horns j 

By tincture or reflection they augment 

Their small peculiar, though from human sight 

So fsac remote, with diminution seen. 

Furst in his east the glorious lamp was seen. 

Regent of day, and all the horizon round 

Invested with bright rays, jocund to run 

His longitude through Heaven's high road 5 the gray 

Dawn, and the Pleiades, before him danc'd, 

Shedding sweet influence : Less bright the moon. 

But opposite in levell'd west was set. 

His mirrour, with full face borrowing her light 

From him 5 for other light sh^ needed none 
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In that asp6ct^ and still that distance keeps 
Till night 3 then in the east her turn she shines, 
Revolv'd on Heaven's great axle, and her reign 
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds, - 
With thousand thousand stars> that then appeared 
Spangling the hemisphere: Then first adom'd 
With their bright luminaries that set and rose. 
Glad evening and glad morn crowned the fourth day. 

And God said> Let the waters generate 
Keptile with spawn abundant, living soul: 
And let fowl fly above the £arth, with wings 
Display'd on the open firmament of Heaven, 
And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds 5 
And every bird of wing after his kind; 
And saw that it was good, and bless*d them, saying. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas. 
And lakes, and running streams, the waters fill : 
And let the fowl be multiplied, on the f)arth. 
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay. 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 
Of fish that with their fins, and shining scal^. 
Glide imder the green wave, in sculls that oft 
Bank the mid sea : part single, or with mate. 
Graze the sea-weed their pasture, and through groves 
Of coral stray ; or, sporting with quick glance. 
Show to the sun their wav'd coats dropt with gdid j 
Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend 
Moist nutriment; or under rocks their food 
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In joitited afmotir watch : on smooth the seal. 
And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait. 
Tempest the ocean : there leviathan, 
^ Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 
Stretch'd like a promontory sleeps or swims. 
And seems a moving land 5 and at his gills 
Draws in, and at bis trunk spouts out, a. sea. 
Mean while the tepid caves, and fens, and shores. 
Their brood as numerous hatch, from the egg that 

soon 
Bursting with kindly rupture forth disclos*d 
Their callow young 5 but feather'd soon and fledge 
They smnm*d their pens 3 and, soaring the air sublime. 
With clang despls*d the ground, under a cloud 
In prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 
On cliflFs and cedar tops their eyries build : 
Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 
In common, rang*d in figure. Wedge their way. 
Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 
Their aery caravan, high over seas 
Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 
Easing their flight; so steers the prudent crane 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds 3 the air 
Floats as they pass, fanned with unnumbered plumes: 
From brandi to branch the smaller birds with song 
Solac*d the woods, and spread their painted wings 
Till even 5 nor then the solemn nightingale 
Ceas*d warbling, but all night tun'd her soft lays : 
Others, on silver lakes and rivers, bath'd 
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Their downy breast 5 the swan with arched neck^ 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 

Her state with oary feet j yet oft they quit 

The dank, and, rising on stiff pennons, tower 

The mid aereal sky: Others on ground 

Walk*d firm; the crested cock whose clarion sounds 

The silent hours, and the other whose gay train 

Adorns him, colour*d with the florid hue 

Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters thus 

With fish replenished, and the air with fowl. 

Evening and mom solemniz'd the fiflh day. 

The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening harps and matin 3 when God said. 
Let the Earth bring forth soul living in her kind. 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey'd, and straight 
Opening her fertile womb teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 
Limb*d and full grown : Out of the ground up rose. 
As from his lair, the wild beast where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den j 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk*d : 
The catde in the fields and meadows green : 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pasturing at once, and in broad herds upsprung. 
The grassy clods now calv'd 5 now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then springs as broke fix>m bonds. 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane ; the ounce. 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mde 
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Rising, the cniDCibled earth above them threw 
In hillocks : The, swift stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head: Scarce from his moidd 
Behemoth biggest bom of earth upheaved 
His vastness : Fleec'd the flocks and bleating rose, 
' As plants : Ambiguous between sea and land 
The river-horse, and scaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the groundi 
Insect or worm : those wav'd their limber fai» 
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 
In all the liveries dedt'd of simmier's pride 
With spots of gold and purple, azure and ^een : 
These, as a line, their long dimension dr^w. 
Streaking the ground with sinuous trace j not all 
Minims of nature 5 some of serpent-kind, 
Wonderous in length and corpulence, involv'd 
Their snaky fokk, and added wing?. First crept 
The parsimonious emmet, provident 
Of future ', in small room large heait inclos'd i 
Pattern of just equality perhaps 
Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : Swarming next appeared 
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 
Deliciously, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey stor'd : The rest are numberless. 
And thou their natures know'st, and gav*st them 

names. 
Needless to thee repeated -, nor unknown 
The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, . 
Of huge extent sometimes, with braz^ eyei 
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And hairy mane terrifick, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heaven in all her glory shone, and roll*d 
Her motions, as the great first Mover's hand 
First wheel'd their course : Earth in her rich attire 
Consummate lovely smil*d 3 air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beast, was fiown, was swum, was walked 
Frequent j and of the sixth day yet remained : 
There wanted yet the master-work, the end 
Of all yet done j a creature, who, not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His stature, and upright with fi^ont serene 
Govern the rest, self-knowing -, and firom thence 
Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God Supreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works : therefore the Onmipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Present ?) thus to his Son audibly spake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our similitude, and let them rule 
Over the fish and fowl of sea and air. 
Beast of the field, and over all the Earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This said, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breath'd 
The breath of life > in his own image be 
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Created thee, in the image of God 
Express ; and thou becam*st a living soul. 
Male he created thee 5 but thy consort 
Female, for race 5 then bless'd mankind, and said^ 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth 5 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of the air. 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet distinct by name, thence, as thou know'st^ 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taste 5 
And freely all their pleasant fhiit for food 
Gave thee -, all sorts are here that all the Earth yields. 
Variety without end 3 but of the tree. 
Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and evil. 
Thou may'st not) in the day thou eat'st, tiioudiesti 
Death is the penalty impos'dj beware. 
And govern well thy appetite 3 lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finish'd he, and all that he had made 
Vlew*d, and behold all was entirely good ; 
80 even atad mom accomplished the sixth day : 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though unwearied, up retum*d. 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens, his high abode j 
Thence to behold thia new created world. 
The addition of his empire, how it show'd 
^la prospect from hij throne, how good, how faii^ 
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Answering his great idea. Up he rode 

Follow'd With acclamation, and the sound 

Symphonions of ten thousand harps, that tun'd 

Angelick harmonies : The earth, the air 

Resounded, (thou remember' st, for thou heandst,) 

The heavens and all the constellations rung, « 

The planets in their station listening stood. 

While the bright pomp^scended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlasting gates ! they sung. 

Open, ye Heavens ! your living doors ; let in 

The great Creator from his work returned 

Magnificent, his six days work, a World 5 

Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 

To visit oft the dwellings of just men. 

Delighted 5 and with frequent intercourse 

Thither will send his winged messengers 

On errands of supernal grace. So sung 

Th^ glorious train ascending : He through Heaven, ' 

That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 

To God's eternal house direct the way 5 

A broad and ample road, whose dust i» gold 

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way. 

Which nightly^ as a circling zcme, thou seest 

Powder'd with stars. And now on Earth the seventh. 

Evening arose in Eden, for the sun 

Was set, and twilight from the east came on. 

Forerunning nighty when at the holy mount 

Of Heaven's high-seated top, the imperial throne 

Of Godhead^ fix'd for ever firnj mi sure. 
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The RM PoM^er amv'd, aid sat him down 
"With his gjeat Fkther J for he also went 
Invisible^ yet stddi (sudi privilege' 
Hath Omnipresence) and the work ordam^d^ 
, Author and Bnd of ail things y and, firom work 
^Now resting, Wess'^tind haliow'd the seventh day. 
As resting on that day from all ins work; 
Bnt not in silence hdy kept : the harp 
Had wori^ and rested not 3 the solemn pipe. 
And dttlcimer> sdl organs of sweet stop. 
All sounds on fret by string or golden wire, 
Ten^r*d soft tnoii^, intermix'd wkh voice 
Choral or unison > of Incense clouds. 
Fuming from golden centers, hid the mount. 
Creation and thesis: days act» they sung 
Great are thy works, Jehovah ! infinite 
Thy power! wh^ drought can measure thee, ot tongue 
Bekte thee ? Greater now in thy return 
Than fix)m the giant Angels : Thee that day 
Thy thunders m^^iified 3 but to create 
I^ greater than created to destiroyi 
Who can impair thae. Mighty King> or bound 
Thy^empire ? Easily the {H-oud attempt 
(X Spirits apostate, and their counsds vain. 
Thou hast repell'd ; while impiously they thought 
Thee to diminish, and from thS&e withdraw 
The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen thee, against his purpdse^ serves ^ 
To manifest the more thy might : his evil 
Thou usest, and from thence creat'st more good. 

TOL. II. ct 
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Witness this new-made world, another Heaven 
From Heaven-gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea ) 
Of amplitude almost inmiense, with stars 
Numerous, and every star perhaps a world 
Of destined habitation } but thou know'st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of Men, 
£arth, with her nether ocean circumfus*d. 
Their pleasant dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men^ 
And son^ of Men, whom God hath thus advanced \ 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worship him ; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worshif^rs 
Holy and just : Thrice ha^^, if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright ! 
So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
With halleluiahs : Thus was sabbath kept. 
And thy request think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 
How first this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
{■fipm the beginning 3 that posterity, * 

Informed by thee, might know : If else thou seek'st 
Aught, not surpassing himian measure, say. 
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THE ARaUMENT. 

Adam inqoires concerning celestial motioni | is donbtfully an- 
iveredi and ^xliortad to »e«rcb rather ^isgs more worthy oC 
Jcnowledge : Adam assents; and, still desirous to detain Raphaeli 
relates to him what he remembered since his own creation ; his 
placing in Paradise ; his talk with God concerning solitude and 
fit society; his first meeting and nuptials with Eve; his dis- 
course with the Angel thereyponi wiy, after adinonitions re* 
peatedi departs. 
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The Angel ende4, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him still speaking, still stood fix*d to hear 
Then, as new wak*d, thus gratefully replied. 

What thanks sufficient, or what recompence 
Equal, have I to render thee, divine 
Historian, who thus largely hast allay'd 
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsaf d 
This friendly condescension to relate 
Things, else by me unsearchable 3 now heard 
With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glory attiibtited to the high 
Creator ? Something yet of doubt remains^ 
Which only thy solution can resolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world. 
Of Heaven and Earth consisting 5 and compute 
Their magnitudes 5 this Earth, a spot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compared 
And all her numberM stars, that seem to roll 
Spqces, incomprehensible, (for such 
Their distance argues, and their swift return 

g3 
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Diurnal^) merely to <^ciate light 

Round this opacous Earthy this punctoal spot. 

One day and night $ in afl liiw^rast «uivey 

Useless besides } reasoning I oil admire. 

How Nature wise and frugal cowld commit 

Such disproportions, with superfluous hand 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater so manifold^ -tothis one^ise. 

For aught appears, and on their orbs impose 

Such restless rcvola/tisa daf by da^ 

Hepeated 5 while the sedentary £av^. 

That better might wilii far less oosopass move, 

Serv'd by more tipye than herself, stftaias 

Her end wii^ut least motion, and leeeives, 

As tribute, such a sumkss joum^:broUght 

Of incorporeal speed, her waj^nth and ligbt ; 

Speed, to describe wliose swiftness avHuber faiis. 

So spake our sire, and by his ^ootaaateoance seara*d 
Entering on studious l^ioughts adastruse > which Mve 
Perceiving, where she satretir*4 in sight. 
With lowliness majestiok from her seat. 
And grace that won who 'Saw to wish her stay, 
IB^ose, and went fbr& among her ^its and flow^s. 
To visit how they prosper*d> bud and bloom. 
Her nursery -, they at b^ coming sprung. 
And, touch'd by her feir tendance, gladiier grew. 
Yet went she not, . as not with sudi 'disoourse 
Delighted, or^iot ca^pakAe her ear 
Of what was high : such {Measure she r^s^yd;, 
AdaiPQ reb^ingj she sole ^Haditi?ess^ 
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Her husbaad the relater she prefen-'d 

Before the Angela aiul of him to ask 

Chose rather 3 he^ she knew, would iatermix. 

Grateful digressiotti^ and sohe high dispute 

With conjugal caresses : Irom his lip ' 

Not words alone pleased her. O ! when meet now 

Such pairs, in iove and mutual honour joined ? 

With Goddess-like demeanour forth she went^ 

Not unattended ; £3r on her^ as Queen, 

A pomp of winning Graces waited still. 

And from about her shot darts of desire 

Into all eyes, to wish her still in sight. 

And Raphael now, to Adam's doubt jMropos'd, 

Benevolent and facile thus replied. 

To asjt or search, I blame thee not 3 for Heaven 
Is as the boc^ of God before thee set. 
Wherein to read his wonderous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or mcmths, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heaven move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reckon right } the rest 
From Man or Angel the great Architect 
Did wi^y to ponceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scann*d by them who ought 
Rather admire $ or, if they list to try 
Conjecture, he his fabrick of the Heavens 
Hath left to their disputes, J)erhaps to move 
Hb laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter 3 when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate tibe stars, how they will wield 
T)ie migMy fram^ ^ how build^ unbuild^ contrive 
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To save appearances -, how gird the sphere 
With centrick and eccentrick scribbled o*er. 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb : 
Already by thy reasoning this I guess. 
Who art to fead thy offspring, and supposest 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor Heaven such journeys run. 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 

Se benefit : Consider first, that great 
bright infers not excellence : the Earth 
Hiough, in comparison of Heaven, so small. 
Nor glistering, may of solid good contain 
More plenty than the sun that barren shines j 
Whose virtue on itself works no effect. 
But in the finitful Earth 5 there first receiv'd. 
His beams, unactive else, their vigour find. 
Yet not to Earth are those bright luminaries 
OflScious ', but to thee. Earth's habitant. 
And for the Heaven's wide circuit, let it speak 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 
So spacious, and his line stretch'd out so far ; 
That Man may know he dwells not in his own 5 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lodg'd in a small partition ; and the rest 
Ordain'd for uses to his Lord best known. . 
The swifbiess of those circles attribute. 
Though numberless, to his Omnipotence, 
That to corporeal substances could add 
Speed almost spiritual : Me thou think'st not slow. 
Who since the morning-hour set.out fi"om Heaven > 
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Where God resides, and ere mid-day arrived 
In Eden 5 distance inexpressible 
By numbers that have name. JBut tMs I urge. 
Admitting motion in the Heavens, to show 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov*d j 
•Not that I so affirm, diough so it seem 
To thee who hast thy dwelling here on Earth. 
Grod, to.remove liis waysiirom human sense. 
Placed Heaven from Earth so fer, that earthly sight. 
If it presume, might err in things too high. 
And no advantage ^n. What if the sun 
Be center tatfee world 3 and other stars. 
By his attractive virtue and dieir own 
Incited, dance -about him various rounds ? 
Their wandering, course now high, now low, then hid. 
Progressive, retrograde, or standing still. 
In six thou seest 3 and what if seventh to these 
The planet earth, so «tedfast thoi^ ^ seem. 
Insensibly tdbree different motions move ? 
Which else to several ^heres thou must ascribe, 
Mov'd contrary witli thwart obliquities 3 
Or save the sun his labour, and that swift 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb suppes'd. 
Invisible else above £dl stars, the whed 
Of day and nighty which needs not thy belief. 
If earth, industrious of herself fetch day 
Travelling east, and with her part averse 
From the sun's beam meet ni^t;, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light. 
Sent from her through the wide transpcuous air> 
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To <fie terrestrial moon be as a star. 
Enlightening her by day, as she by night 
This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there. 
Fields and inhabitants : Her spots thou seest 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her softened soil, for some to eat 
Allotted there 3 and other sims perhaps. 
With their attendant moons, thou wilt descry. 
Communicating male and female light; 
Which two great sexes animate the world, 
Stor'd in each orb perhaps with some that live. 
For such vast room in Nature unpossessed 
By living soul, desart and desolate. 
Only to shine, yet scarce to contribute 
Each orb a glimpse of light, convey'd so far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to dispute. 
But whether thus these things, or whether not j 
Whether the sun, predominant in Heaven, 
Rise on the earth ; or earth rise on the sun ; 
He from the east his flaming road begin ; 
Or she from west her silent course advance. 
With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps 
On her soft axle, while she paces even. 
And bears thee soft with the smooth air along j 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid 5 
Leave them to God above ; him serve, and fear ! 
Of other creatures, as him pleases best. 
Wherever plac'd, let him dispcee j joy thou 
In what he givps to thee, this Paradise 
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And thy fiur Eve 5 Heaven h for thee too high 
To know what passes there 5 be lowly wise : 
Think only what concerns thee, and thy being ', 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures tliere 
Live, in what state, condition, or degree ; 
.Contented that thus far hath been revealed 
Not of Earth only, but of highest Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, replied. 
How flilly hast thou satisfied me, pure 
Intelligence of Heaven, Angel serene ! 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The easiest way 5 nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares. 
And not molest us ) unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end 5 
Till wam'd, or by experience taught, she leam> 
That, not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and* subtle 5 but, to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom : What is more, is frime, ^ 
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence : 
And renders us, in things that most concern. 
Unpractised, unprepar*d, and still to seek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us descend 
A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 
Useful 5 whence, haply, mention may arise 
Of something not unseasonable to ask. 
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By sufferance, and Ajr-woated finrour, delga'd. 
Thee I have heard rc^ting^ what was done 
Ere my Temembranoe : now, hear mfe rdate 
Mystaty, which peth^ thoa hast net heard ; 
And day is not yet ^pent^ till then thou seest 
How subtly to detain thee I devise ; 
Inviting thee to hear M4iile I relate J 
Fond ! were it not in hop^ of thy r^ly : 
For, while I sit with thee, I seem in Heaven y 
And sweeter thy discourse is to nq^ ^ur 
Than fruits of palm-tree pleasantest to thirst 
And hunger bc^, from labour, at the hour 
Of sweet repast j they satiate, and socm M, 
Though pleasant } but thy words, with grace divine 
Imbued, bring to tteir sweetness no satiety. 

To whom thus Raj^iael answef d heavenly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men. 
Nor tongue ineloquent 5 fw God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath also pour'd 
Inward and outward both, his image fair; 
Speaking, or mute, all coo^inesis and grace 
Attends thee ^ and each word, each motion, forms ; 
Nor le^ think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-servant, and inquire 
Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
For God, we see, hath honour -d thee, and set 
On Man his equal love : Say therefore on ; 
For I that day was absent, as befel^ 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure. 
Far on excursion toward the gates of Hcffl;- 
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Squar'd in full legioQ (such comnwhd we bad) 
To see that none thence issued forth a spy, 
Or enemy, while God was in hi$ wor-k.^ > 

Lest be, incens-d at suoh empti^n bold,. 
Destruction with creation might have mix'd, 
•Not that they durst without his leave attempt; 
But us be sedd^ upon his high behests 
For state, as Scnrrai^ King ; abd to inure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, £ist shot^, 
The dismal gate^, and barricado'd sfiK)ng ) 
But long ere our approaching heard within 
Noise, other than the sound of dance or song. 
Torment^ and loud lament^ and furious rage. 
Glad we refcu«i*d up to the coasts^ of light 
Ere sabbath-evening : so we had in charge. 
But thy- relation no\^ ; for I attend. 
Pleased with thy words no les* than thou, with minc^ 

So spake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire^ 
For Man to.tdl how human life began 
Is hard 3 for wha himsdf b^inning knew ? 
Desire with thee still loeg^r to converse 
IndEse'd me. As new wak*d from soundest sleep. 
Soft on the fltfwery herb I found me laid. 
In balmy sweat; which with his beams the sun 
Soon dried, and on the reusing moisture fed. . 
Straight tow£u:d Heaven my wondering eyes 1 tum*d. 
And gaz*d d while the ample sky ; till, raised • 
By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung. 
As thitherward endeavouring, and uj^mt ight 
$t0Qd on my feet ; j^ut me round I savir 
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Hill^ dale, and shady woods, and sonny plains. 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams 5 by these. 
Creatures that liv*d and mov*d, and walk*d, or flew | 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smird j 
With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 
Myself 1 then penis' d, and limb by limb 
Surveyed, and sometimes went, and sometimes xan 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause. 
Knew riot 5 to speak I tried, and forthwith spake j 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whatever I saw. Thou Sun, said I, fair light. 
And thou enlighten*d Earth, so fresh and gay. 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains^ 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell. 
Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here ?— 
Not of myself 5 — by some great Maker then. 
In goodness and in power pre-eminent : 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore. 
From whom I have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am happier than I know.— 
While thus I call'd, and stray*d I knew not whither. 
From where I first drew air, and -first beheld 
This happy light 5 when, answer n^ne returned. 
On a green shady bank, profuse of flowers, 
Paisive I sat me down : There gentle sleep 
First fotftid me, and with soft oppression seis*d 
My droused sense, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was passing to my former state 
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve : 
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When suddenly stood at my head a Dream, 
Whose inward apparition gently mov'd 
My fency to believe I yet had being. 
And liv'd : One came, methought, of shape divine. 
And said, '^ Thy mansion wants thee, Adam ; rise, 
' *' First Man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
'^ Pirst Father ! call'd by thee, I come thy guide 
" To the garden of bliss, thy seat pr^ar'd.*' 
So saying, by the hand he took me rais'd. 
And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth-sliding without step, last led me up 
A woody nK)untain 5 whose high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, enclosed, with goodliest trees 
Planted, with walks, and bowers 5 that what I saw 
Of Earth before scarce pleasant seem'd. Each tree> 
Loaden with fairest fruit that hung to the eye 
Tempting, stirred in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and eat ; whereat I wak'd, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 
Had lively shadow*d : Here had new begun 
My wandering, had not he, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appear' d. 
Presence Divine. Rejoicing, but with awe. 
In adoration at his feet I fell 

Submiss: Herear'd me, and "Whom thousought'stlam/ 
Said mildly, *' Author of all this thou seest 
*' Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 
^' This Paradise I give thee, count it thine 
'* To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat : 
'* Of every tree that in the garden grow* 
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" Eat freely wifli ^ad heart 5 fear here no dearth : 

*' But of the tree whose <^>eiatk)n brings 

"'^ Knowledge of good and ill, whidi I have set 

" The pledge of thy obedience and tlqr faith, 

*' Amid the garden by the tree of life, 

'^ Remember what I warn thee, shun to taste, 

*' And shun the bitter consequence : for know, 

•' The day. thou eat*st thereof, my sole <x)m0»rtd 

/' Transgrese'd, inevitably thou shalt die, 

" From that day mortal j and tfiis happy slate 

*' Shalt lose, ejcpelPd from hehce into a world 

^' Of woe and sorrow/* Sternly he pronotmc'-d 

The rigid interdiction, which resounds 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 

Not to incur 5 but soon his clear aspect 

Retum'd^ and gracious purpose duis renew'd. 

'^ Not only these fair bounds, but all the Earth 

'^ To fliee and to thy race I give 5 as lords 

'^ Possess it, and all things that therein live, 

^^ Or live in sea, or air 5 beast, fii^, and fowl. 

^' In sign whereof, each bird and beast bebdd 

'^ After their kinds 1 I ^brhig them to receive 

" From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 

'^ With low subjection; understand the^ame 

*' Of fish within their watery residence, 

*' Not hither summoned, since they cannot change 

*' Their element, to draw the thmner air." 

As thus he sj^e, each bird and beast behold 

Approaching two and two 3 these cowering low 

With blandishment 3 each bird stoop'd on his wisg. 
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I nam'd thetn^ as they pass'd> and UDderstood 
Their nature, with such knowledge God endued 
M7 sudden apprehension : But in these 
I found not what methought I wanted still 5 . 
And to the heavenly Vision thus presum'd. 

O, by what name, for thou above all these. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Snrpassest far my naming ; how may I 
Adore thee. Author of this universe. 
And all this good to man ? for whose well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal. 
Thou hast provided all things : But with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What'happiness, who can enjoy alone. 
Or, all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I jMresumptuous 5 and the Vision bright. 
As with a smile more brighten'd, thus replied. 

What call*st thou solitude ? Is not the Earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 
Replenished, and all these at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Know'st thou not 
Their language and tlieir ways ? They also know. 
And reason not contemptibly : With these 
Find pastime, and bear rule 5 thy realm is large. 
So spake the Universal Lord, and seem'd 
So ordering ; I, with leave of speech implored. 
And humbly deprecation, thus replied. 

Let not my words offend thee. Heavenly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 
Hast thou nt>t made me here thy substitute. 

Ha 
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And these inferiour far betieath me ict ? 
Among unequals what society 
Can sort, what harmony, or true delight } 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due 
Given and received ; but, in disparity 
The one intense, the other still remiss 
Cannpt well suit with either, but soon pto?e 
Tedious alike : Of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek, fit to participate 
All rational delight : wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort: They rejoice 
Each with their kind, lipn with lioness j 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast combined : 
Much less can bird with beast, or fish with fosA 
So well converse, nor with the ox the ape ; 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of etl.. 
Whereto the Almighty answer'd, not displeas*d. 
A nice and subtle happiness, I see. 
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice 
Of thy associates, Adam ! and wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What think*st thou then of me, aild this my state ? 
Seem I to thee sufficiently possessed 
Of happiness, or not ? who am alone 
From all eternity ) for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much less. 
How have I then with whom to hold conv^nie. 
Save with the creatures which I made, and those 
To me inferiovir, infinite descents 
Beneath what other creaturet are to thee ? 
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Heceas*d; I lowly answef d. lb attain 
The highth and depth of thy eternal waya 
All human thoughts come shorty Siipreme o{ things ! 
Thou in thysdf art perfect^ and in thee 
Is no deficience fbrui^ : Not so is Man^ 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By conversatiQn with his like to help. 
Or solace his defects. No need that thou 
Shouldst propagate^ already Infinite ; 
And through aU numbers absoliite, though One : 
But Man by number is to manifest 
His single imperfection^ and beget 
Like of his like, his image multipliedj 
In unity defective ; which requires 
Collateral love/ and de^e^t amity. 
Thou in thy secresy although al(xie^ 
Best with thyself accompanied, seek'st not 
Social ccMmnunicatida 5 yet, so pleas'd. 
Canst rmse thy creature to what highth thou wilt 
Of union or communioii, deified : 
I, by conversit^, cannot these erect 
From pio»e 5 nor in their ways comjdacence find. 
Thus I embdden'd spake, and fireedom us'd 
Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gain*d 
This answer from the gracious Voice Divine. 
Thus &r to tiy thee, Adam, I was pleas^d^ 
And find th^ kudwii^, tiot of heists akme. 
Which thou hast righUy n^un*d, but of thyself; 
£iq>ressmg weU the spirit wi^in thee free. 
My image, not mq>arted to the* bnste f 
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Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason was thou freely shouldst dislike ; 
And be so minded still : I, ere thou spak'st. 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone 5 
And no such company as tiien thou saw'st 
Intended thee ; for trial only brought. 
To see how thou could* st judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assured. 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy otfier self. 
Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire. 

He ended, or I heard no more 5 for now 
My earthly by his heavenly overpowered. 
Which it had long stood under, strained to the highth 
In that celestial colloquy sublime. 
As with an object that excels die sense 
Dazzled and spent, sunk down ; and sought repair 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, call'd 
By Nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 
Of fancy, my internal sight 5 by which. 
Abstract as in a trance, methought I saw. 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape 
Still glorious before whom awake I stood : 
Who -stooping open'd my left side, and took 
From thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm. 
And life-blood streaming fresh 5 wide was the wound. 
But suddenly with flesh filVd up and heal'd : 
The rib he form'd and fashion'd with his hands j 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 
Man-like, but different sex 3 so lovely fair. 
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That what sbeih'd &ir hi all the worlds 8eem*d now 

Mean, or in h^ summed up, in her c(mtain'd 

And in her looks ^ which from that time infus*d 

Sweetness into liiy heart, unfelt before. 

And into idl thhigs from her air inspired 

The spirit of love and amorous del^t. 

She disappeared, and left me dark \ I wak*d 

To find her, or for ever to dqf^ore 

Her loss, and other pleasures sdl abjure : 

When out of hope, behold her, not idx off. 

Such as I saw her in my dream, adom*d 

With what all Earth ca: Heaven could bestow. 

To mak&her amiable : On she came. 

Led b^iier hedvenly Maker, though unseen. 

And guided by his voice; nor uninformed 

Of nuptial sanctity, and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all her ste^. Heaven in het ^% 

In every gesture dignity and love. 

I, ovegoy'd, could not forbejn: aloud. 

This turn hath made amends \ thou htet fulfilled 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign. 
Giver of all things fair ! but fairest this 
Of all thy gifb ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 
Before ine : Woman is her name ^ of Mmi 
£](tracted : for this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to his wife adherfe ; 
And they shall be one fledi, one heart, one soul. 

She heard ipe dius ; and though divinely brought^ 
Yet innocence, and virgin modesty. 
Her virtue, and the conscience ctf her Worth, 
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Tksit would be woo'd, and not unsought be won. 

Not obvious, not obtrusive, but, retired. 

The more desirable 5 or, to say all. 

Nature herself though pure of sinful thou^t. 

Wrought in her so, that, seeing me, she tum'd : 

I followed her -, she what was honour knew. 

And with.obsequious majesty apjM:ov*d 

My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 

I led her blushing like the mom: All Heaven, 

And happy constellations, on that hour 

Shed their selectest influence 5 the Earth 

Gave sign of gratulation, and each hiU j 

Joyous the birds 5 fresh gales and gentle airs 

Whisper'd it to the woods, and from thek wingi 

Flung rose, flung odours from Ae ^cy shrub. 

Disporting, till the amorous bird of night 

Sung spousal, and bid haste the evening-star 

On his hill-top, to light the bridal lamp. 

Thus have I tbld thee all my state, and brought 

My story to the sum of earthly bliss. 

Which I.enjoy ; and must confess to find 

In all things else delight indeed, but such 

As, us*d or not, works in the mind no change. 

Nor vehement desire 5 these delicacies 

I mean of taste, sight, smell, heibs, fruits, and flowers. 

Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 

Far otherwise, transported I behold. 

Transported touch 5 here passion first I felt. 

Commotion strange ! in all enjoyments else 

Superiour and unmov'd 5 here only weak 

Against ihe charm of Beauty's powerful glance. 
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Or Nature fail'd in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain 5 
Or, from my side subducting, took perhaps 
More than enough 5 at least on her bestow*d 
Too much of ornament, in outward show 
•Elaborate, of inward less exact. 
For well I understand in the prime end 
Of Nature her the inferiour, in the mind 
And inward faculties, which most excel 5 
In outward also her resembling less 
His image who made both, and less expressing 
The character of that dominion given 
O'er other creatures : Yet when I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems 
And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills to do or say. 
Seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best : 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded 5 Wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanced, and like Folly shows ; 
Authority and Reason on her wait. 
As one intended £rst, not after made 
Occasionally $ and, to consummate all. 
Greatness of mind, and Nobleness, their seat 
Build in her loveliest, ^nd create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelick placed. 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow. 
Accuse not Nature, she hath done her part > 
Do thou but thine 5 and be not diffident 
Of Wisdom 5 she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not h^r; when moKSt thou need-st her nigh,. 
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By attribiitin^ovennueh to thtogs 
Less excellent^ as thou diyself perceir'st 
For, what admir'^t thou^ what transports diee sa. 
An outside ? fau:> no doabt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishingy tb^ honouring^ and thy love$ 
Not thy subjection : Weigh with her thyself ^ - 
Then value : Oft-timea nothing {N:o£ts more 
Than self-esteem* ^Knmded on just and right 
WeU manag'd 5 of that skill the more thou know^st^ 
The more she will acloiowledge thee her head; 
And to realties yield all her shows : 
Made so adorn for thy delight the more^ 
So awful> that widi honour thou may*stlove 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise^ 
But if the 8enset,pf touchj wh^eby mankind 
Is propagated^ seem 3uch dear delight 
Beyond all other ; think the same vouchsaCd 
To cattle and each beast ; which/would bot be . 
To them made common and diwlg'd, if aught 
Therein enjoy 'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man^ or p^sipn in him move. 
What higher in her society thou find'st 
Attractive, human, rational,, love stijlj 
In lovbg thou dpst well, in passion not. 
Wherein true love consists not : Lpve refin^S'? 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges j hgth bis seat r 
In reason, ai>d is judicious 5 is the scale 
By which to h^venly love thou. may *st aso^^ 
Not sunk in camafi pleasure 5 for which cau^e^ 
Among the beasts no mate for th^. was^Ound^^ 
To wbo^i.tlii;|5^.h^ab^y^.A4fl«jr«|iy(B*^ 
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Neither her outside fonn'd sq fsaXj nor ai:^i 

In procreation pommon to all kip^ 

(Though higher of the genial bed by far. 

And with npysterioivs revjerqnce I dee2U>) 

So much delights me^ as tbos^ graceful aotv 

Tho^ thousand decencies^ that daily £ow 

From all her words and ac^^ips mi^'d with lp?e 

And swee^ comipliaAce^ which declare un^^iga*d 

Union of mindj, or in us both, oi^^ so.i;4 j 

Harmony to heboid in Wd^^ pa^r 

More gfrateful than ha^niopi9]as soi^ to^ the ear. 

Yet these subject, not ^ I to thee disclose 

What inward tlience I feel, npt therefore foij'd. 

Who meet with various objects, from the sens« 

Variously repij^sentinjg;^ yet, still free, 

Approve the best, and fij>llow ^^hat I ^prpve* 

To love, thou blaip'st n?e not; for Love, thpu ^aj'itp 

Leads up to Heaven^ is both the way, and guide; 

Bear with me then, if Jawfu^ what I ask : 

Love not the heavenly Spirits, and how their loisrf, 

Express they i by looks only ? or dp they mix 

Irradiance, vijrtual or immediate touch ? 

To whom the Angel, with a snule.that glqwU 
Celestial rosy red^ Love's pfoper hue,^ 
Answer'd. Let it suffice tbeje^ that thoii know!s^ 
Us happy, an<J withput love np h^iness« 
Whatever pure thou in the bo<ly c«yoy'sV 
(And pure thou wert created) w.e enjoy 
In eminence -, and obstacle find none 
Of membrane, joint^i^ or li^l^ e^c^usiv^ barpb| . 
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Easier than air with air, if Spirits embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Desiring 5 nor restrained conveyance need. 
As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with soul. 
But I can now no more 5 the parting sun 
Beyond the Earth's green Cape and verdant Isles 
Hesperian sets, my signal to depart. 
Be strong, live happy, and love ! But, first of all. 
Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command 5 take heed lest passion sway 
Thy judgement to do aught, which else free will 
Would not admit : thine, and of all thy sons. 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd 5 beware ! 
I in thy persevering shall rejoice. 
And all the Blest : Stand ^t ; to stand or fall 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfect within, no outward aid require } 
And all temptation to transgress repel. 

So saying, he arose 5 whom Adam thus 
Followed with benediction. Since to part, 
Gro, heavenly Guest, ethereal Messenger, 
Sent from whose sovran goodness I adore ! 
G^ntl&to me and aflable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honoured ever 
With gratefrd memory : Thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly still, ^nd oft return ! 

So parted they ; the Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bower. 

THE'EI^n OFTHE EIGHTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan, having compassed the Earth, wiffi meditated guile rctums^ 
as a mist) by night into Paradbe; enters into the Serpent sleep* 
ing, Adam and Eve in the morning go forth to their labours, 
which Eve proposes to divide in several place«| each labouring 
apart : Adam consents not, alleging the danger, lest that enemy, 
of whom they were forewarned; should attempt her found alone : 
Eve, loth to be thought not circumspect or firm enough, urges 
her going apart^ the rather desirous to makeJtrial of her strength ; 
Adam at last yields : The Serpent finds her alone ; his subtle 
approach) first gazing, then speaking ; with much flattery ex- 
toiling Eve above^all other cr^tures. Eve, wondemtg to hear 
the Serpent speak, asks how he attained to human speech, and 
•uch understanding^ not till now ; the Serpent answers^ that by 
tasting of a certain tree in the garden he attained both to speech 
and reason, till then void of both : Eve requires him to bring 
her to that tree, and finds it to be the tree of knowledge for- 
bidden : The Serpent, now grown bolder, with many wiles and 
arguments, induces her at length to eat; she, pleased with the 
taste, deliberates a while whether to impart thereof to Adam or 
not; at last brings him of the fruit; relates what persuaded her 
to eat thereof: Adam, at first amazed, but perceiving her lost, 
resolves, through vehemence of love, to perish with her: and, 
extenuating the trespass, eats also of the fruit : The effects 
thereof in them both ; they seek to cover their nakedness j then 
fall to variance and accusation of one another. 
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No more of talk where God or Angel guest 
With Man, as with his friend, familiar us'd 
To sit indulgent, and with him partake . 
Rural repast ; permitting him the while 
Venial discourse unblam*d. I now must change 
Those notes to tragick 5 foul distrust, and breach 
Disloyal on the part of Man, revolt, ♦ 

And disobedience : on the part of Heaven 
Now alienated, distance and distaste. 
Anger and just rebuke, and judgement given, 
Tha^ brought into this world a world of woe. 
Sin and her shadow Death, and Misery 
Death's harbinger : Sad task, yet argument 
Not less but more heroick than the wrath 
Of stem Achilles on his foe pursued 
Thrice fugitive about Troy wall 5 or rage 
Of Tumus for Lavinia disespous'd -, 
Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that so long * 
Perplex'd the Greek, and Cy therea's son 5 
If answerable style I can obtain 
Of my celestial patroness, who deigns 

13 
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Her nightly visitation unimplorM, 
And dictates to toe slumbering -, or inspires 
Easy my unpremeditated verse : 
Since first this subject for heroick song 
Pleased me long choosing^ and beginning late ', 
Not sedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only argument 
Heroick deem'd j chief mastery" to dissect 
With long and tedious havock fabled knights 
In battlel feign'd 5 the better fortitude 
Of pati«ice and h^oick martyrdom 
Unsung J or to describe races and games. 
Or tilting furniture, imblazon'd shields. 
Impresses quaint^ caparisons and steeds. 
Bases and tinsel trappings, gotgebus knights 
At joust and tournJam^t ,- then marshkll'd feasl 
Serv'd up ia hall with sewers and s^neshids j 
The skill of artifite or office mean. 
Not that which justly gives heroick name 
To person, or to poeiti. Me, of these 
Nor skillM nor studious, higher argument 
Remains , su65cient <^ itself to rai^e 
That namey uidess an ajge too listte, or colct 
Climate, or years, dan^ ifny intended wing 
Depressed 5 ind mttch th^y may, if aJl be mine. 
Not hers, who brkigs it nightij^ to my ear. 

The suh Was' sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose o&te is to bring 
Twilight upon the eaifth, short aititer 
Twist day and ^ght, and now from end to end 
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Night's hemisphere had veiFd th6 horizon I'oiind : 
When S^an, iVho late fled befofe the threats 
Of (Jahnel out of Ed^n, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud ^d maKce, bent 
, On Mah*s destruction, niaugre what might hapi 
Of heavier on hirtiseli', fearless returned. 
By night he fled, and at midnight retum*d 
From compassing tiie earth ; cautious of day. 
Since Uriel, regent of the Siiri, descried 
His entrance, and forewarned the Cherubim 
That kept then- watch ; thence full of anguish driven^ 
The space of seten continued nights he rode 
With darkness 5 thrice the equinoctial Hne 
He circled 5 four times crossed the car of night 
From pole to pole, tovi§rsing each colifre ; 
On the eighth r^tum'd ; and. On the coast averse 
From entrance or Cherubic watch, by stciilth 
Found unsuspected way. There was a place. 
Now not, though sin, not time, first wrought the 
change. 

Where llgris, at the foot of Paradise, 

Into a gulph shot uiider ground, till part 

Rose up a fountain by%e tree of Me : 

In widi the rivet sunk, arid ^^ith it rose 

Satan, inv<^*d iu rising mist 5 theti sought 

Where td lie hid; sea he had searcll*d, and land. 

From Eden over Fontus and the pool 

Maeotis, up beyond the river Ob j 

Downward as far antatctSck j ajid in length, 

Wekt from Ofontds to the* oceati biitfd 
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At Darien ; thence to the land where flows 
Ganges and Indus : Thus the orb he roam*d 
With narrow search j and with inspection deep 
Consider*d every creature, which of all 
Most opportune might serve his wiles j and found 
The Serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 
Him after long debate, irresolute 
Of thoughts revolv*d, his final sentence chose 
Fit vessel, fittest imp of fi:aud, in whom 
To enter, and his dark suggestions hide 
From sharpest sight : for, in the wily snake 
Whatever sleights, none would suspicious mark^ 
As from his wit and native subtlety 
Proceeding ; which, in other beasts observed. 
Doubt might beget of diabolick power 
Active within, beyond the sense of brute. 
Thus he resolved, but first from inward grief 
His bursting passion into plaints thus pour'd. 

O Earth, how likb to Heaven, if not preferred 
More justly, seat worthier of God^ as built 
With second thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
For what God, after better, worse would build ? 
Terrestrial Heaven, danc*d roin^d by other Heavens 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems. 
In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of sacred influence ! As God in Heaven 
Is center, yet extends to all ; so thou. 
Centring, receiv*st from all those orbs : in thee. 
Not in themselves, all their known virtue appears 
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Productive in herb, plant; and nobler birth 

Of creatures animate with gradual life 

Of growth, isense, reason, all summ*d up in Man. 

With what delight could 1 have walked thee rounds 

If I could joy in aught, sweet interchange 

Of hill, and vaii^, rivers, woods, and plains. 

Now land, now sea, anS shores with forest crown'd. 

Rocks, dens, arid caves ! But I in none of these 

Find place or refuge; and ithe more I see 

Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 

Torment within rtie, as from the hateful siege 

Of contraries : all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in lleaven much worse would te my sfate. 

But neither here seek I, no nor in Heaven 

To dwell, unless by mastering Heaven's Supreme j 

Nor hope to be myself less miserable 

By what 1 seek, but others to miake such 

As I, though thereby wor^ to me redound : 

For only in destroying I find ease 

To my relentless thoughts ; and, him destroyed. 

Or won t6 what may work his utter loss. 

For whom all th?^ was made, all this will soon 

Follow, as to Wm Hnk'd'ln weal or woe , 

In ^oe then -, that destruction wide may range : 

To me shall be the glory sole among 

The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr*d 

What he. Almighty styl'd, six nights and days 

Continued making ; and who knows how long 

Before had been contriving ? though perhaps 

Not longef fh^ since I, in one night, freed 
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From servitude Inglorious well nigh half 

The angelick name, and thinner left the throng 

Of his borers : He, to be aveng'd. 

And to repair his numbers thus impair*d. 

Whether such virtue spent of old now fail*d 

More Angels to create, if thej at least 

Are his created, or, to spite us more, 

Determin'd to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earth, and him endow. 

Exalted from so base original. 

With heavenly spoils, our spoils : What he decreed. 

He effected 5 Man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this world, and earth his seat. 

Him loud pronounced j and, O indignity ! 

Subjected to his service angel-wings. 

And flaming ministers to watch and tend 

Their earthy charge : Of these the vigilance 

I dread 5 and, to elude, thus wrapt in mist 

Of midnight vapour glide obscure, and pry 

In every bush and brake, where hap may find 

The serpent sleeping) in whose mazy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul descent ! that I, who erst contended 

With Godtf to sit the highest, am now constrained 

Into a beast 5 and, mix'd with bestial slime. 

This essence to incarnate and imbrute. 

That to the highth of Deity aspir'd ! 

But what will not ambition and revenge 

Descend to ? Who aspires, must down as low 

As high he soar*d 5 obnoxious^ first or hst^ 
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To basest things. Revenge, at first though sweet. 
Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 
Let it } I reck not, so it light well aim'd. 
Since higher I fell short, on him who next. 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite 
Of Heaven, this man of clay, son of despite. 
Whom, us the more to spite, his Maker rais*d 
From dust : Spite then with spite is best repaid. 
So sajring, through each thicket dank or dry. 
Like a black mist low-creeping, he held on 
His midnight-search, where soonest he might find 
Hie serpent : him fast-sleeping soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roll* d. 
His head the midst, well stor*d with subtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den. 
Nor nocent yet 5 but, on the grassy herb. 
Fearless unfear'd he slept : in at his mouth 
The Devil enter'd ; and his brutal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing, soon inspir'd 
With act intelligential ; but his sleep 
Disturbed not, waiting close the approach of mom. 
Now, when as sacred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath'd 
Their morning incense, when all things, that breathe. 
From the Earth's great altar send up silent praise 
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 
With gratefiil smell, forth came the human pair. 
And join*d their vocal worship to the quire 
Of creatures wanting voice -, that done, partake 
The season, prinpie for sweetest scents and airs : 
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Then commvine^how tjiat day they best n^y ply 
Their growing work : for much their work out^ljr; 
The hands' despatch of two gardening so wide^ 
And Eye first to her husband thus ^^an. 

Adam^ well may we labour stUl to dress 
This garden> still to tend plant, herb, and flowe^^ 
Our pleasant task enjoin'd > but, tUl mpre hands 
Aid us, the work imder our labour grows. 
Luxurious by restraint 5 what we by d^y 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind. 
One ni^kt or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild, f hou thereifore now advise. 
Or bear what to mj mind first thoughts present: 
Let us, divide our labours 3 thou^ where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to win^ 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct 
The clasping ivy where to climb -, while Ip 
In yonder spring of roses int^mix*d 
With myrtle, find what tp redress till noon ; 
For, while so near each other thus all day 
Our task we choose, what wonder if" so near 
Looks intervepe and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on^ which intermits 
Our day's work, brought to little, though begun. 
Early, and the hour of suppe/ comes unearned ^ 

To whom mild answer Adam thus return'd. 
Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures d^ I 
Well hast thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ *<i^ > 
How we might best fulfil the work whidi here 
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God hath assigned us ; ]:K>r of me sh4lpass 

Unprais*d : for nothing lovelier can be found 

In woman^ than to study houshold good^ 

And good works in her husband to promote. 

Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 

XabouF^ as to debar us when we need 

Refreshment^ whether food, or talk between. 

Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 

Of looks ind smiles ; for smiles from reason flow. 

To brute d^ed, and are of love the food 5 

Love, not the lowest end of human life. 

For not to irksome toil, but to delight. 

He made us, and delight to reason join*d. 

These paths and bowers doubt not but our joint hands 

Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 

As we need walk, till yoimger hands ere long 

Assist us : But, if much converse perhaps 

Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield : 

For solitude sometimes is best society. 

And ^ort retirement urges sweet return. 

But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 

Befell thee^ever'd from me 3 for thou know*st 

What hath been warn'd us, what malicious foe 

Envying our happiness, bj^ of his own 

Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame 

By sly assault 5 and somewhere nigh at hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 

His wish and best advantage, us asunder -, 

Hflpde^s to circumvent us join*d, where each 

To other speedy aid might lend at need : 

VOL. II. K, 
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Whethethis fii^ design be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God, or to disturb 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliss 

Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more ; 

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 

That gave thee being, still shades thee, and protects.. , 

The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks. 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stays. 

Who guards her, or with her the worst endures. 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, ^ 
As one who loves, and some unkindness meets. 
With sweet austere composure thus replied. 

Offspring of Heaven and Earth, and all Eart^^'* 
Lord! 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informed I learn. 
And from the parting Angel over-heard. 
As in a shady nook I stood behind. 
Just then return'd at shut of evening flowers. 
But, that thou shouldst my firmness therefore doubt 
To God or thee, because we have a foe 
. May tempt it, I expected not to. hear. 
His violence thou fear'st not, being such 
As we, not capable of death or pain. 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear^ which plain infers 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduc'd j 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour m thy breast, 
Adam, au8-thou^ of her to ti^ee so dear ? 
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To whom with healing words Adam replied 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve ! 
For such thou art -, from sin and blame entire : 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
The attempt itself, intended by our foe. 
For he who tempts, though in vain, at least asperses 
The tempted with dishonour foul ^ supposed 
Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Against temptation : Thou thyself with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the offered wrong. 
Though ineffectual found : misdeem not then. 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare ; 
Or daring, first on me the assault shall light. 
Nor thou his malice and false guile contemn ; 
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 
Angels ', nor think superfiuous others aid. 
I, firom the influence of thy looks, receive 
Access in every virtue 5 in thy sight 
More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength 5 while shame, thou looking on> 
Shame to be overcome or over-reach' d, 
Wovdd utmost vigour raise, and rais'd unite. 
Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee feel 
When I am present, and thy trial choose 
With me, best witness of thy virtue tried ? 

So spake domestick Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love 3 but Eve, who .thought 
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Less atttibidted to her &ith sincere^ 

Thus her reply with accent sweet renei^'d. 

If this be our condition^ thus to dwdl 
In narrow circuit straiten'd by a foe. 
Subtle or violent, we not endued - 
Single with like defence, wherever met j 
How are we happy, still in fear of harm ? 
But harm precedes not sin : only our foe. 
Tempting, afironts us with his foul esteem 
Of our integrity: his foul esteem 
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 
Foul on himself $ then wherefore shunn*d or feared 
By us ? who rather double honour gain * 
From his surmise prov*d false ; find peace within. 
Favour from Heaven, our witness, from the event. 
And what is faith, love. Virtue, unassay'd 
Alone, without exteriour help sustained ? 
Let us not then suspect our happy state 
Left so imperfect by the Maker wisef 
As not secure to single or combin*d. 
* Frail is our happiness, if this be so. 
And Eden were no Eden, thus exposed. 

To whom thus Adam fervently replied. 
O Woman, best are all things as the will 
Of Grod ordain*d them : His creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 
Of all that he created, much less Man, 
Or aught that might his happy state secure. 
Secure from outward force 5 within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power : 
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Against his will he can receive no harm. 

But God left free the will 5 for what obeys 

Reason^ is free ; and Reason he made right. 

But bid her welljbe ware, and still erect j 

Lest, by some fair-appearing good surpris'd. 

She dictate false j and mis-inform the will 

To do what God expressly hatli forbid. 

Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins. 

That I should mind thee oft ; and mind thou me. 

Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve 3 

Since Reason not impossibly may meet 

Some specious object by the foe suborn' d. 

And fell into deception unaware. 

Not keeping strictest watch, as she was warn'd. 

Se^ not temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and most likely if from me 

Thou sever not : Trial will come unsought. 

Wouldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 

First thy obedience ; the other who can know. 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 

But, if thou think, trial unsought may find 

Us both securer than thus warn'd thou seem'st. 

Go 5 for thy stay, not free, absents thee more 5 

Gro in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou hast of virtue ; summon all ! 

For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. 

So spake the patriarch of mankind 5 but Eve 
Persisted 5 yet submiss, thcU^h last, replied. 

,With thy permission then, and thus forewam'd 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
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Touch'd only ) that our trial, when least sought. 
May find u» both perhaps far less prepared. 
The willinger I go, nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek -, 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse. 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand 
Soft she withdrew ^ and, like a Wood-Nymph light. 
Oread or Dryad, or of Delia's train, 
Beto(^ her to the groves j but Delia's self 
In gait surpass'd, and Goddess-like deport. 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm*d. 
But with such gardening tools as Art yet rude. 
Guiltless of fire, had form'd, or Angels brought, 
f o Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likest she seem'd, Pomona when she Bed 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime. 
Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye ptirsued 
Delighted, but desiring more h^ stay. 
Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated ; she to him as oft engag'd 
To be retum'd by noon amid the bower. 
And all things in best order to invite 
Noontide repast, or afternoon's repose. 
O much deceiv*d, much failing, hapless Eve> 
Of thy presum'd return ! event perverse ! 
Thou never from that hour in Paradise - 

Foimd'st either sweet reffct, or sound cepps&f 
Such ambush, hid among sweet fiowers and shades. 
Waited with hellish rancour inaminent ^ 
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To intercept thy way, or send thee back 
Despoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliss ! 
For now,- and since first break of dawn, the Fiend, 
Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come 5 

• And onr his quest, where* likeliest he might fiqd 

. The only two of mankind, but in them 
The whole included race, his purpos*d prey. 
In bower and field he sought, where any tuft 
Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay. 
Their t^idance, or plantation for delight ; 
By fountain or by shady rivulet 
He sought them bdth, but wish*d his hap might find 
Eve separate ; he wish'd, but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chanc'd 5 when to his wish. 
Beyond his hope. Eve separate he spies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood. 
Half spied, so thick the roses blushing round 
About her glow*d, oft^x)ping to support 
Each flower of slendeirTOlk, whdse head, though gay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or spock'd with gold. 
Hung drooping unsustain d ; them she upstays 
Gendy with myrtle band, mindless the while 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 
From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk trav€rs'd 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm 5 
Then voluble and bold, now hi^ now seen^ 
Among thick-woven arborets, and flowers. 
Imborder^d on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious than those gardens feign*d 
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Or of revivd Adonis, or renowned 
Alcinous, host of old Laertes' son 5 
Or that> not mystick, where the sapient king 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 
Much he the place admir*d, the person more. 
As one who long in populous city pent. 
Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air. 
Forth issuing on a summer's mom, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight 5 
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine. 
Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound ; 
If chance, with nymph-like step, fair virgin pass. 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases mcxe ; 
She most, and in her look sxmis all delight : 
Such pleasure took the Serpent to behold 
This flowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone : Her heavenly form 
Angelick, but more'soft, and reminine. 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gesture, or least action, overaw'd 
His malice, and with rapine sweet bereav'd 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought : 
That space the Evil-one abstracted stood 
From his own evil, and for the time remained 
Stupidly good ; of enmity disarmed. 
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge : 
But the hot Hell that always in him bums. 
Though in mid Heaven, soon ended his delist. 
And tortures him now more, the more he sees 
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Of pleasure; not for him ordain*d : then soon 
Fierce hate he rec(^lects> and all his thoughts 
Of mischief^ gratulating^ thus excites. 

ThoughtB^whither have je led me ! with what sweet 
Compulsion thus transported^ to forget 
What hither brought us ! hate> not love 3 nor hqie 
Of Paradise for Hell, hope here to taste 
Of pleasure -, but all pleasure to destroy. 
Save what is- in destroying ; other joy 
To me is lost. Then, let me not let pass 
Occasion which now smiles; behold alcme 
The woman, opportune to all.attempts. 
Her husbands for I view far round, not nig^. 
Whose higher intellectual more I shun. 
And strength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould ^ 
Foe not infcHinidable ! exempt from wound, 
I not 5 so much hath Hell debasM, and pain 
Enfeebled me, to what I was in Heaven. 
She imr, divinely fair, fit love for Grods ! 
Not terrible, though terrour be jn love 
And beauty, not aj^roach'd by stronger hate. 
Hate stronger, under show of love well feign'd; 
The way whidi to h&c ruin now I tend. 

So spake the enemy of mankind, enclos'd 
In serpent, inmate bad ! and toward Eve 
Address*d his way: not with indented wave> 
Prone on the ground, as since 5 but on his rear^ 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a surging maze ! his bead 
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Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes 5 
With bumish*d neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass 
Floated redundant : pleasing was his shape 
And lovely ; never since of serpent-kind 
Lovelier, not those that in Ulyria chang'd 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidaurus 5 nor to which transform'd 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitol ine was seen 5 
He with Olympias ; this with her who bore 
Scipio, the highth of Rome. With tract oblique 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear*d 
To interrupt, side-long he work3 his way. 
As when a ship, by skilfiil steersman wrought 
Nigh river's mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft so steers, and shifts her sail : 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 
Curl'd lAany a wanton wreath in sight of Eve, 
To lure her eye j she, busied, heard the sound 
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as us*d 
To such disport before her tlirough the field. 
From every beast 5 more duteous at her call. 
Than at Circean call the herd disguised. 
He, bolder now, uncall'd before her stood. 
But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 
His turret crest, and sleek etiamell*d neck. 
Fawning 5 and lick'd the ground whereon she trod, 
His gentle dumb expression tum*d at length 
The eye of Eve, to mark his playj he, glad 
Df her attention gain'd, with serpent-tongue 
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Organipk^ or impulse of vocal air. 
His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, sovran Mistress, if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder ! much less arm 
Thy IcK^s, the Heaven of mildness, with disdain^ 
Displeas'd that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Insatiate -, I thus single 5 nor have fear'd 
Thy awfal brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker feir. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore 
With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld. 
Where imiversally admir*d 5 but here 
In this enclosure wild, these beasts among. 
Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 
Who sees thee ? (and what is one ?) who should be 

seen 
A Goddess among Gods, ador*d and serv'd 
By Angels numberless, thy daily train. 

So glozM the Tempter, and his proem tun'd t 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way. 
Though at the voice much marvelling ; at length. 
Not unamaz'd, she thus in answer spake. 

What may this mean ? language of man pronounc'4 
By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd ? 
ITie first, at least, of these I thought denied 
To beasts j whom God, on their creation^day. 
Created mute to all articulate sound : . 
The latter I demur ^ for in their loobi 
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Much reason^ and in their actions^ oft spears. 
Thee, Serpent, subtlest beast of all the field 
I knew, but not with human voice endued ; 
Redouble then tMs miracle, and say. 
How cam*st thou speakable of mute, and how 
To me so friendly grown above the rest 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight ? 
Say, for such wonder claims attention due. 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus replied. 
Empress of tiiis feir world, resplendent Eve ! 
Easy to me it is to tell thee all 
What thou command'st^ and right thou shouldst be 

obey'd : 
I was at first as other beasts that graze 
The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low. 
As was my food 5 nor aught but food discem'd 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till, on a day roving the field, I chanc'd 
A goodly tree far distant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mix'd. 
Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury odour bld^ii. 
Grateful to appetite, more pleased my sense 
Than smell of sweetest fenel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Unsuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To satisfy the sharp desire I had 
Of tasting those feir apples, I resolv'd 
Not to defer 5 hunger and thirst at once. 
Powerful persuaders^ .quicken'd ajt the. scent 
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Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me so keen. 
About the mossy trunk I wound me soon ; 
For, high from ground, the branches would require 
Thy utmost reach or Adam's : Round the tree 
All other beasts tliat saw, with like desire 
• Longing and envying stood, but could riot reach. 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 
I spar'd not j for, such pleasure till that hour. 
At feed or fountain; never had I found. 
Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of reason in my inward powers ; and speech 
Wanted not long 5 though to this shape retained. 
Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 
I tum*d my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Consider'd all things visible in Heaven, 
Or Earth, or Middle -, all things fair and good : 
But all that feir and good in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty's heavenly ray. 
United I beheld 3 no feir to thine 
Equivalent or second ! which compell'd 
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worship thee of right declar'd 
Sovran of creatures, universal Dame ! 

So talk'd the spirited sly Snake 5 and Eve, 
Yet more ama2*d, unwary thus replied. 

Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first prov'd : 
But. iay^ where grows tl^e tree ? from hence how far? 
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For many are the trees of God that grow 

In Paradise> and various^ yet unknown 

To us ', in such abundance lies our choice. 

As leaves a greater store of fruit untouch*d^ 

Still hanging incorruptible, till men 

Grow up to their provision, and more hands . 

Help to disburden Nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily Adder, blithe and glad^ 
Empress, the way is ready, and not long j 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat. 
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket past 
Of blowing myrrh and balm : if thou accept. 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither soon. 
* Lead then, said Eve. He, leading, swiftly roll'd . 
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight. 
To mischief swift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest > as when a wandering Are, 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the ni^ 
Condenses, and the cold environs round,. 
Kindled through agitation to a Aame, 
Which oft, they say, some evil Spirit attends,. . 
Hovering and blazing with delusive light. 
Misleads the amaz'd night-wanderer from his wjiy . 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or poQl> , 
There swallowed up and lost, from succour fsa:^. 
So glister/d the dire snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, tp the tree. 
Of prohilntion, root of all owr woe j 
Which when she -saw, thus to her guide ihe ^eUt^ 
Serpent, we ought h^ve spdx'i QUf COQ3I14; Mthfir^ 
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Fruitless to me, though fruit be here to excess. 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee j 
Wonderous indeed, if cause of such effects. 
But of this tree we may not taste nor touch 5 
God so commanded, and left that command 
*Sole daughter of lus voice 5 the rest, we live 
Law to ourselves 5 our reason is our law. 

To whom the Tempter guilefiilly replied. 
Indeed ! hath Grod then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden-trees ye shall not eat. 
Yet Lords declar'd of all in earth or air ? 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat 5 
But of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

She scarce had said, though bri^, when now mora 
boM 
The Tempter, but with show of zeal and love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong. 
New part puts on 5 and, as to passion mov*d. 
Fluctuates disturbed, yet comely and in act 
Bai8*d, as of some great matter to begin. 
As when of old some orator renown*d. 
In Athehs or free Rome, where eloquence 
Tloorish'd, since mute ! to some great cause address'd. 
Stood in himself collected 5 while each part. 
Motion, each act, won audience ere the tongue 5 
Sonietim^ hi highth began, as no delay 
Ot prefeoe bro<*iiig, through his zeal of right v 
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So standing, moving, or to highth up grown^ 
The Tempter, all impassioned, thus began. 

O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving Plants 
Mother of scienpe ! now I feel thy power 
Within me clear j not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents, deem'd however wise. 
Queen of this universe ! do not believe 
Those rigid threats of death : ye shall not die : 
How should you ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge 5 by the threatener ? look on me. 
Me, who have touched and tasted j yet both live. 
And life more perfect have attain*d than Fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 
Shall that be shut to M^n, which to the Beast 
Is open ? or will God incense his ire 
For such a petty tresji^ss ? and not praise 
Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of ^ood and evil j 
Of good, how just ? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn*d ? 
€rod tlierefore cannot hurt ye, and be just j 
Not just, not God ; not fear*d then, nor obey'd : 
Your fear itself of death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why, but to awe j 
Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant. 
His worshippers ? He knows that in the day 
Ye eat tibereof, your eyes that seem so clear. 
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Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 
Open*d and cleared, and ye shall be as Gods, 
Knowing both good and evil, as they know. 
That ye shall be as Gods, since I as Man, 
• Internal Man, is but proportion meet 5 
I, of brute, human } ye, of human> Gods. 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Grods 5 death to be wish*d. 
Though threatened, which no worse than this can 

bring. 
And what are Gods, that Man may not become 
As they, participating God-like food ? 
The Gods are first, and that advan^ge use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds : 
I question it 5 for this fan: earth I see, 4 
Warm*d by the sun, producing every kind 5 
Them, nothing : if they all thirigs, who enclosed 
Knowledge of good and evil in thh tree. 
That whoso eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wisdom without theii;^ leave ? and wherein lies 
The ofience, that Man should thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree ^ 
Impart against his will, if all be his ? 
Or is it envy ? and can envy dwell 
In heavenly breasts ?— These, these, and many moro 
Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 
Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste. 

He ended 5 [and his words, replete with guile. 
Into her heart too easy entrance won : 
Rx*d on the fruit she gaz*d, which to behold 
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Might tempt alone ; and in her ears the soond 
Yet rung of his persuasive words^ in^regn*d 
With reason^ to her seeming> and with truth : 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and wdc*d 
An eager appetite, rais*d by the smell 
So savoury of that fruit, which w^ith desire. 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste. 
Solicited her lolling eye; yet first 
Pausing a while, thus to hra-self she mxis'd. 

Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of *finaits. 
Though kept firom man, smd worthy to be admir'd; 
Whose taste, too long forbom, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech, to speak thy piaise : 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use. 
Conceals n^ from us, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both x£ good and evil j 
Forbids us then to t&ste ! but his forbidding 
Commends' thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : ^ 

For good unknown sure is not had ; or, had 
^d yet unknown, is a& not had at all. 
In plai^then, what forbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us. to be wise ? . 
Such prohibitions bind rK)t. But, if death 
Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die ! 
How dies the Serpent } he hath eattn and lives. 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons;, and disc^os, 
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brational till then. For us alone 

Was death invented ? or to u^|^nied 

This intellectaal food, for beasts reserv'd ? 

For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which first 

Hath tasted envies not^ but brings with joy 

The good beMi'n him, author unsu^>ect. 

Friendly to man, ^r^om deceit or guile. 

What fear I then ? imW, what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil. 

Of €rod or death, c^ law 40" penalty ? 

Here grows the cure of all, this fiiiit divine. 

Fair to the eye> inviting to the taste. 

Of virtue to make wise : What hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body and mind ? 

So saying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruity she pluck'd^lbhe eat ! 
Earth felt the wound ; and Nature from her seat. 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe. 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The guilty Serpent 5 and well might j for Eve 
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else 
Regarded 5 such delight till then, as seem*d. 
In fruit !^e never tasted, whether time 
Or fancied so, tlurough expectation high 
Of knowledge 3 nor was Godhead from her tho^^ht 
Greedily she ingcwg'd without restraint, * 
And knew not eating deadi : Satiate at length. 
And highten*d as with wii^, jocund and boon. 
Thus to herself^ pkaangLy began. 

O sovran, virtuous, predous^ of all trees 
In Paradise ! of operation blest- 
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To sapience^ hitherto obscur'd, infem'd, ^ 

And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 

Created 5 but henceforth my early care. 

Not without song, each morning, and due praise. 

Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden ease 

Of thy full branches ofFer'd free to all ; 

Till, dieted by thee, I grow mature 

In knowledge, as the Gods, who all things know| 

Though others envy what they cannot give : 

For, had the gift been theirs, it had not here 

Thus grown. Experience, next, to thee I owe. 

Best guide 5 not following thee, I had remain*d 

In ignorance ; thou open'st wisdom*s way. 

And giv'st access, though secret she retire. 

And I perhaps am secret : Heaven is high. 

High, and rAiote to see from thence distinct 

Each thing on Earth 5 and other care perhaps 

May have diverted from continual watch 

Our great Forbidder, safe with all his spies 

About him. But to Adam in what sort 

Shall I appear ? shall I to him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake 

Full happiness with me, or rather not. 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my power 

Without copartner ? so to add what wants 

In female sex, the more to draw his love. 

And render me more equal 5 and perhaps, 

A thing not undesirable, sometime ^ 

Superiour 5 for, inferlour, who is free ? 

This may be well : But what if God have seen, 

And death ensue ? then I shall be no more 1 
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And Adam^ wedded to another live. 
Shall live with her enjo}ring^ I extinct; 
A deadi to think ! Confirm*d then I rexlve, 
Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe : 
So dear I love him> diat with him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life. 

So saying, from the tree her step she turn'd j 
But first bw reverence done, as to the Power 
That dwelt within, whose presence had infus'd 
Into the plant sciential sap, derived 
From nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while. 
Waiting desirous her return, had wove 
Of choicest flowers a garland, to ad<»ii 
Her tresses, and her rural labours crown 5 
As reapers oft are wont their harvest-queen. 
Great joy he promised to his thoughts, apd new 
Solace in her return, so long delay'd : 
Yet oft his heart, divine of something ill. 
Misgave him ; he the faltering measure felt ; 
And forth to meet her went, the way she took 
That mom when first they parted : by the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass ; there he her met^ 
Scarce from the tree returning -, in her hand 
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smil'd^ 
New gathered, and ambrosial smell diflfus'd. 
To him she hasted ^ in her &ce excuse 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt; 
Which, with bland words at will, she thus address'd. 

Hast thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my stay ? 
Thee I have miss'd, and thought it long, depriv'd 
Thy presence j agony of love till now 
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Not felt, nor shall be twice ; for never more 

Mean I to try, what rash untried I sought. 

The pain of absence from thy sight. But strange 

Hath been the cause, and wonderftd to hear : 

This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 

Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown 

Opening the way, but of divine effect 

To open eyes, and make them Grods who taste j 

And hath been tasted such : The serpent wise. 

Or not restrained as we, or not obeying. 

Hath eaten of the fruit 3 and is become, . 

Not dikd, as we are threaten'd, but thenceforth 

Endued^ith human voice and human sen^e, 

Seasoning to admiration -, and with me 

Persuasivdy hath so prevailed, that I 

Have also tasted, «nd have also found 

The effects to correspond 3 opener mine eyes, 

Dhn erst, dilated spirits, ampler heart. 

And growing up to Godhead j which for thee 

Chiefly I sought, without thee can despise. 

For bliss, as thou hast part, to me is bliss 5 

Tedious, unshar'd with thee, and odious soon. 

Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot 

May join us, equal joy, as equal love ; 

Lest, thou not tasting, different degree 

Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit 

Thus Eve with countenance blithe her story tdd; 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glowM. 
On the other side, Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Eve, ama^'d^ 
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Astcmied stood and blank, while horrour chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax'd j 
From his slack hand the garland wreath'd for Eve 
Down dropt, and all the faded roses shed : 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 

• First to himself he inward silence broke* 
O fairest of Creation, last and best 
Of all God's woiksy Creature in whom excell'd 

^ Whatever can to si^t or thou^t be form'd, 
H0I7, divine, good, amiable, or sweet ! 
How art thou lost ! how on a sudden l<>st, 
Defac'd, deflower'd, and now to* death devote |^ 
Bather, how hast thou yielded to transgress ^ 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fhiit forbidden ! Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown. 
And me with thee hath ruin'd 5 for with thee 
Ctrtain my resolution is to die : « 

How can I live without thee ! how forego 
Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly join'd^ 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn ! 
Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet loss of thee 
Would never from my heart : no, no ! I feel 
The link of Nature draw me : flesh of flesh. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 
lUne never shall be parted, bliss or woe. 
So haviilg said, as one from sad dismay 
Secomforted, and after thoughts disturb'd 
Submitting to what seem'd remediless. 
Thus in caUn mood his wprds to Eve he tumU . 
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Bold deed thou hast prelum* d, adt^entmons Eve, 
And peril great provok*d^ who thus hast dar'd. 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence^ 
Much more to taste it under ban to touch* 
But past who can rec^> or done undo ? 
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate j yet -so 
Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact 
Is not so heinous now, foretasted fruit, 
Profan'd first by the «erpent, by him first 
Made common, and unhallowed, ere our taste; 
Nor y% on him fiaund deadly ; he yet lives ; 
Lives, as thou saidst, and gains to live, as Man^ 
Higher degree of life 5 inducement strong 
To us, as likely tasting to attain 
Proportional ascent ; which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels, demi-Gods. 
^r can I think that God, Creator wise, t 

Though threatening, will in earnest so destroy 
Us his prime creatures, dignified so high,- 
Set over all. his works ; which in our fdl. 
For us created, needs with us must fail^ 
Dependant made -, so God shall uncreate. 
Be frustrate, dp, undo, and labour lose j 
Not well conceiv*d of God, who, though his power 
Creation could repeat, yet would be loth 
Us to abolish, lest the Adversary 
Triumph, and say 5 *' Fickle their state whom God 
''Most favours 5 who can please him long? Ms 

''first 
•' He ruin*d, now. Mankind; whom wiU he next^" 
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Matter of ^om^ not to be gir^i the Foe. 
However I with thee have fix*d my lot> 
Certain to undergo Mke doom : If death 
Consort with thee, death is to me as life ; 
So forcible widiin my heart I feel 
The bond of Natttre draw roe to my own j 
My own in thee^ for what Uiou art is mine ; 
Our state cannot be sever'd 5 we are one. 
One flesh j to lose thee were to lose myself. , 

So Adam $ and^ns Eve to him replied. 
O glorious trial of exceeding love. 
Illustrious evidence, example high ! 
Eng^ing me to emulate 5 but, short , ^ 

Of thy perfection, how shall I attain, 
Adam ? from whose dear side I boast me sprung. 
And gladly of our union hear thee^peak. 
One heart, one soul in both 5 whereof good j^oof 
ITiis day affords, dedaring thee resolvM, 
Rather than death, or aught than death more dreads 
Shall separate Ms, link'd in love so dear. 
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime. 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit 5 
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds. 
Direct, or by occasion,) hath presented 
This happy trial of thy love, which else 
So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menac'd would ensue 
Tins my attempt, I ^ould sustain aloUe 
The woi^, and not persuade ihee, rather die 
Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact 
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Pernicious to thy peace j chiefly, assur'd. 

Remarkably so late of thy so true. 

So faithful, love unequall*d : but I feel 

Far otherwise the event j not death, but life 

Augmented, open*d eyes, new hopes, new joys. 

Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 

Hath touched my sense, flat seems to this, and harsh« 

On my experience, Adam, freely taste. 

And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So saying, she embraced him, and for joy « 
Tenderly wept ; much won, that he his love 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to incur 
Divine dupleasure for her sake, or death. 
In recompence (for such compliance bad 
Such recompence best merits) from the bough 
She gave him of t^^t fair enticing fruit 
With liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat. 
Against his. better knowledge -, not deceived. 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 
In pangs 3 and Nature gave a second groan 9 
Sky lour'd 5 and, muttering thunder, some sad drops 
Wept at completing of the mortal sin 
Original :. while Adam took no thought. 
Eating his fill ; nor Eve to iterate 
Her former trespass fear'd, the more to sootii. 
Him with her lov'd society ; that now. 
As with new wine intoxicated both, 
They swim in mirth, and fancy that they fe^ , 
JDivinity within them breeding wings^ 
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Wherewith, to scorn the earth : But that &l8e fruit 

Far other operation first displayed. 

Carnal desire inflaming -y he on Eve 

Begad to cast lascivious eyes ; she him 

As iprantonly repaid ; in lust they bum : 

mi Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move* 

£ve^ now I see thou art exact of taste^ 
And elegant^ of ss^ience no small part 5 
Since to each meaning savour we apply. 
And palate call judicious 5 I the praise 
Yield thee> so well this day thou hast purveyed. 
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstained 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till nqw 
True relish, tasting 5 if such pleasure be 
In tl^ngs to us forbidd'n, it might be wish*d. 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, so well refreshed, now let us play. 
As meet is, after such delicious fare,; 
For nev^r did thy beauty, since the day 
I saw thee first and wedded thee, adom'd 
With all perfections,, so inflame my sense 
With afdour to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever 5 bo^ty pf this virtuous tree ! 

So said he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent 5 well understood 
Of Eve, whose eye jdarted contagious fire. 
Her hand he seis'dj and to a shady bank. 
Thick over-head with verdant roof imbower'd. 
He led her nothing loth} flowers were the couch^ 
Posies, OQd violets, and asphodel^ 
m 
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And hyacinth -, Earth's freshest sof^t h^. 

There they their fill of lore and love's diiport 

Took largely, of their mutual guilt the seal. 

The solace of theh: sin 5 till dewy sle^ ' 

Oppress'd them, wearied with thdr mMcms fk^-. 

Soon as th^ force <^that fidlacious fitiitj 

That with e^^ularating vapour blaiKi 

About their spirits had play d, ami inmost poweis 

Made err, was now exhal'd j and grosser deep. 

Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams 

Incumbered, now had left them ; up diey rose ^ 

As from unrest j and, each the other viewing. 

Soon found their eyes how opCT*d, and their mincb 

How darkened -, kmocenoe, that as a veil 

Had shadowed them from knowing ill, was gcme; 

Just confidence, and native righteousness. 

And honour, from about them, naked left 

To guilty Shame 5 he covered, but his robe 

Uncovered more. So rose the Danite strong, 

Herculean Samson, from the harlc^-lap 

Of Philist6an Dsdilab, and waVd 

Shorn of his str^gth. They destitute and bare 

Of all their virtoe : Silent, and in face 

Confounded, long they sat, as strucken mute : 

Till Adam, though not less than Eve abash*d, ' 

At length gave utterance to these^words constrained. 

O Eve, in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's voice ; true in our fall. 
False in our promis'<d rising ) since our eyes . 
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Open*d we find indeed^ and find we know 

Both good ajod evil ; good lost, and evil got 5 

Bad firtRt of knowledge, if this be to know j 

Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void. 

Of innocence, of faith, of purity. 

Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and stain'd. 

And in our &ces evident the signs 

Of foTil concupiscence; whence evil store; 

Even ^hame> the last of evils ; of the first 

Bdteure then.— How shall I behold the fece 

Henceforth of God or Angel, erst with joy 

And rapture so oft beheld ? Those heavenly shapes 

Will dazzle now this earthly with their l^ze 

Insufferably bright. O ! might I here 

In solitude live savage j in some gkde 

Obscur*d, where highest woods, impenetrable 

To star or sun-light, spread their umbrage broad 

And brown as evening : Cover me, ye Pines ! 

Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 

Hide me, where I may never see them more ! — 

But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 

What best may for. the present serve to hide 

The parts of each from other, that seem most 

To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen -, 

Some.tree, whose broad smooth leaves together sew*dj, 

And girded on our loins, may cover round 

Tliose middle parts ; that this new comeir. Shame. 

There sit not, and reproach us as unclean. 

So counseird he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose . 

m3 
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The fig-treaj nol that kind for font reDown*d,. 
But such as. at this daj^ to lodians known^ 
In Malabar or Deam spreads her arms 
Branching so Inoad and Umg, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root> and daughters grow 
About the mother tree« a pillar'd shade 
High oyer-arch*d> and echoing walks between : 
There oft tj^ Indian herdsman^ shimning heat. 
Shelters in cqolL, and tends his pasturing herd* 
At loop-holes cut through thickest shade : Those lesAss 
They gathered, broad as Amawmian targe ;. 
Aiyl, with what skill they had, together sew'd. 
To gird their waist y vain covering, if to hide 
Their guilt and dreaded shame ! Q, how unlike 
To that first naked glory ! Such of late 
Columbus found the American, so girt 
Widi. feather*d cincture j ngked else, mid wild 
"Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 
Thus fenc*d, and, as they thought, their shame in part 
Covered, but not at rest or ease of mind. 
They sat them down to weep j nor only tears 
Bain*d at their ey«f , but high winds worse within 
Began to rise, high passicuis, anger, hate. 
Mistrust, suspicion, dbcord ^and shook soi» 
"^heir inw^d state of mind, calm region once 
And full of peace^ now tost and turbdent: 
For Understanding nil'd not, and;the Will 
Heard not her lore; both in subjection no# 
To sensual Appetite, who from ben^tb 
Usurpii^ over sovran Reason claim'd 
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Superiour ftway i Firom thus distemper'd breast, 
Adam, estrang*d in look and alt^'d style. 
Speech intermitted thas to Eve renew'd. 
Would thou hadst liearken'd to my words, and staid 
• With me, as I besought thee, when that strange 
Desire of wandering, this unhappy mom, 
I know not whence possess*d thee ; we had then 
Kemain*d still happy; not^ as now, despoil*d 
Of all our good -, sham'd, naked, miseraUtt ! 
Leffncme hence£?rth seek needless cause to approve 
The ^th they owe ; when earnesdy they seek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to ML, 

To whom, soon mov'd w ith touch of blame, thus Eve. 
What words have pass*d thy lips, Adam severe ! 
Impufst thou that to my default, or will 
Of wandering, asthou calFst it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happe^*d thou being by. 
Or to thyself perhaps ? Hadst thou been there. 
Or here the attempt, thou couldst not have discerned 
Fraud in the Serpent, speaking as he spake $ 
No ground of enmity between us known. 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to hann. 
Was I to liave never parted from, thy side ? 
As good have grown there still a lifeless rib. 
Being as I am, why didst not thou, the head. 
Command me absolutely not to go, 
Goipg into such danger, as thou saidst ? 
Too facile tiben, thou didst not much gainsay ; 
Kay,^dst permit, approve, and fair dismiss. 
Hadst thgu been firm and fix'd in thy dissent. 
Neither had I transgressed, nor thou with me- 
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To whom, then first incens*d, Adam replied. 
Is this the loye, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve ! expressed 
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not I -, 
Who might have liv*d, and joy'd immortal bliss. 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressing ? Not enough severe. 
It seems, in thy restraint : What could I ipore ? 
I wam*d thee, I admonish'd thee, foretold 
The d^pger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait -, beyond this, had been force j 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on -, secure 
Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious triajj and perhaps 
I also err*d, in overmuch admiring 
What seem*d in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee j but I rue 
That en:our now, which is become my crime, 
And thou the accuser. Thus it shall befall 
Him, who, to worth in women overtrusting, 
Lets her will rule : restraint she will not brook 5 
And, left to herself, if evil thence ensue. 
She first his weak indulgence will accqse. 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemning j 
And of their vain cbnt6st appear*d no end. 

THE EXD OF THE NINTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Man's transgression known, the guardian^ Angels forsake Paradise 
and return up to Heaven to apj^vc their vigilance, a^d are 
approved ; God declaring that the entrance of Satan could not 
be by them prevented. He sends his son to judge the tratts*\ 
gressors ; who descends and gives sentence accordingly ; then 
in pity clothes thepi both, and reascends. Sin and Death, sit- 
ting till then at the gates of Hell, by wonderous sympathy 
feeling the sucpess of Satan in this new world, and the sin by 
Man there committed, resolve to sit no longer confined in 
Hell, but to follow Satan their sire up to the place of Man : To 
make the wjiy easier from it ell to this world to and fro, they 
pave a broad high- way or bridge over Chaos, according to the 
track that Satafi first made ; then, preparing for Earth, they meet 
him, proud of his success, returning to Hell ; their mutual gra- 
tulation. Sataii arrives at Pandemonium, in full assembly re? 
lates with boasting his success against Man ; instead of applause 
is entertained with a general hiss by all his audience, trans- 
formed with himself a}so suddenly into serpents, according to 
his doom given in Paradise; then, deluded with ^ shew of the 
forbidden tree spripging up before them, they, greedily reaching 
to take of the fruit, chew dust and bitter ashes. The proceedings 
of Sin and Death ; God foretels the final victory of his Son over 
them, and the renewing of all things ; but, for the present, com- 
mands his Angels to make several alterations in the Heavens 
and elements. Adam, more and more perceiving his fallea 
condition, heavily bewails, rejects the condolement of £ve ; she 
persists, and at length appeases him : then, to evade the curs^ 
likely to fall on their offspring, proposes to Adam violent waya^ 
which he approves not ; but, conceiving better hope, puts her 
in mind of the late promise made them, that her seed should be 
revenged on the Serpent; and exhorts her with him to seelf 
peace o^the offended Peity, by repentance and supplicatioD. 
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Mean whUe the heinous and despiteful act 

Of Satan^ done in Paradise -, and how 

He, in the serpent, had perverted Eve, 

Her husband she, to taste the f^tal fruil| 

Was known in Heaven j for what can 'scape the eye 

Of Grod all-seeing, or deceive his heart 

Omniscient ? who, in all things wise and just, 

Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of Man, with strength entire, and free will, ann'dj 

Complete to have discovered and repuls*d 

Whatever wiles of foe or seeming friend. 

For still they knew, and ought to have stiU tQ^ 

member'd. 
The high injunctipn, not to taste that fruit. 
Whoever tempted j which they not obeying. 
Incurred (what could they less ?) the penalty; 
And, manifold in sin, deserv*d to fall. 
Up into Heaven from Paradise in haste 
The angdick guards ascended, mute, and sad. 
For Man ; for of his state by this they knew. 
Much wondering how the subtk Fiend had sto^iv 
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Entrance unseen. Soon as the unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv*d at Heayen-gate5 displeas'd 
All were who heard ; dim sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages, yet, mix*d 
With pity, violated not their bliss. 
About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 
The ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befel : They towards the throne supreme. 
Accountable, made haste, to make appear. 
With righteous plea, their utmost vigilance. 
And easily approved j when the Most High 
Eternal Father, from his secret ck)ud. 
Amidst in thuhder utter'd tiius his voice. 

Assembled Angels, and ye Powers retum'd 
From unsuccessful charge j be not dismayed. 
Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth. 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent ; . 
Foretold so latdy what would come to pass. 
When first this tempter cross'd the gulf fiwn Hell. 
I told ye then he should prevail, and speed 
On his bad errand,- Man should be seduc*d> 
And flattered out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker 5 no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fall. 
Or touch with lightest moment of impdlse 
His free will, to her owa inclining left 
In even scale. But fell'n he is -, and now 
What rests; but that the mortal sentence jwss 
On his transgression,— death denoifnc*d that day! 
Which he presunies akeady vain and ?oid^ 
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Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 

By some immediate stroke; but soon shall' And 

Forbearance no acquittancei ere day end. 

Justice shall not return as bounty scorn*d. 

But whom* send I to judge them ? whom but thee, 

Vicegerent Son ? To thee I have transferr'd 

All judgement, whether in Heaven, or Earth, or Hell. 

Easy it m^ be seen that I intend 

Mercy colleague with justice, sending th^ 

Man's ftierid, his Mediator, his design'd 

Both ransom ^nd Redeemer vduntary; 

And destin*d Man himsdf to judge Man fairn. 

So spafce the Father 5 and, unfolding bright 
Toward the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deity i He full 
Resplendent all his Father manifest 
Expressed, and thus divinely answer'd mild. 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree ; 
llf^ine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do thy wiU 
Supreme 5 that thou in me, thy Son belov*d, 
May*9t ever rest well pleas*d. I go to judge 
On earth these thy transgitessours 5 but thou krio\y^st. 
Whoever ju!dg*d, the worst on me must light. 
When time shall be 3 for so I\inderto6k 
Before thee- 5 and, not repenting, this obtain ^ 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me detiv'd 5 yet I shall temper so 
jostled with mercy, as may illustrate most 
\rtem fully satisfied, and tfiee appi^aSe. ' ' "' ^ 

Attendance non^ shall need, nor train, whef6 nod© 
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Are to behold the judgement^ but the judg*d. 
Those two 5 the third best absent is condemn'd. 
Convict by flighty and rebel to all law : 
Conviction to the serpent none belongs. 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 
Of high collateral glory : Him Thrones, and Powers, • 
Princedoms, and Dominations ministrant. 
Accompanied to Heaven-gate ; from whence 
Eden, and aU the coast, in prospect lay. 
Down he descended strai^t } the speed of Gods 
Time counts not, though with swiftest minutes wing*d. 
Now w^-the sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs, due at their hour. 
To fan the earth now wak*d, and usher in 
The evening cool > when he, from wrath more cool. 
Came the m'dd Judge, and Intercessour both. 
To sentence Man : The voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by soft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declined > they heard^ 
And from his presence hid themselves among 
The thickest trees, both man and wife -, till God« 
Approaching, thus to Adam called aloud. 

Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming seen far off ? I miss thee here. 
Not pleased, thus entertain*d with solitude. 
Where obvious duty ere while appeared unsought: 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detains ? — Come forth ! 
He came; and with him Eve, mote loth, though 
ficst 
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To offend 5 discountenanc'd both, and discompos'di' 
Love was not in their looks^ either to God, 
Or to each other ; but apparent guilt. 
And shame, and perturbation, and despair. 
Anger, and obstinacy, and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam, faltering long, thus answer'd brief. 

I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To whom ; 

The gracious Judge without revile replied. 

My voice thou ofl hast heard, and hast not fear'd. 
But still rejoic'd 5 how is it now become 
So dreadful to thee ? That thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee ^ Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat ? 

To whom thus Adam sore beset replied. 

Heaven ! in evil strait this day I stand 
Before my Judge ; either to tmdergo 
Myself the total crhne, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life 5 
Whose failing, while her faith to iae remains, 

1 should conceal, and not expose to blame 
By my complaint : but strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint ; 
Lest on my head both sin and punishment 
However insupportable, be all 

DevolvM J though should I hold my peace, jret thou ' 

Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. — 

This Woman, whom thou mad*st to be my help. 

And gav*st me as thy perfect gift, so good. 

So fit, so acceptable, so divine. 
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Hhat firom her hand I could suspect no ill^ 
And what she did, whatever in itself. 
Her doing seem*d to justify the deed j 
She gave me of die tree, and I did eat. 

To whom the Sovran Presence thus replied. 
Was- she thy God, that her thou didst obey 
Before his voice ? or was she made thy guide, 
Superiour, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee above her made of thee. 
And for thee, whose perfection far excell*d : 

Hers in all real dignity ? Adom*d 
She was indeed, and lovely, to attract 
Thy love, not thy subjection ^ and her gifts 
Were such, as under government well seem'd ^ 
Unseemly to bear rule ; which was thy part 
And person, hadst thou known tl^self aright. 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few. 
Say Woman, what is this which thou hast done ? 

To whom sad Eve, with shame nigh overwhelm*di 
Confessing ^oon, yet not before her Judge ^ 

Bold or loquacious, thus abash*d replied. 
The Serpent pae beguil'd, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgement he proceeded on the accus'd 
Serpent, though brute y unable to transfer 
The guilt on him, who made him instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted firom the end 
Of his creation j justly then accurs*d. 
As vitiated in nature : More to know 
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Concem'd not Man, (since he no further knew) 
Nor alter'd his offence j yet God at last 
To Satan first in sin his doom applied. 
Though in mysterious terms, judg'd as then best : 
And on the Serpent thus his curse let fall. 

Because thou hast done this, thou art accursed 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field -, 
Upon thy belly ^oveling thou shalt go. 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her seed ; 
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel. 

So spake this oracle, then verified 
When Jesus, Son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall, like lightning, down fr6m Heaven, 
Prince of the air j then, rising firom his grave, 
Spoird Principalities and Powers, triumphed 
In open show -, and, with ascension bright. 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan, long usurp'd ; 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 
Ev'n he, who now foretold his fatal bruise ; 
And to the Woman thus his sentence tum*d. 

Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception ; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth 3 and to thy husband's will 
Thine shall submit -, he over thee shall rule. 

On Adam last thus judganent he pronounc'd. 
Because thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thy wife. 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 

n3 
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I charg*d thee> sayingj Thou shalt not eat thereof: 
Curs*d is the ground for thy sake ^ thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof^ all the days of thy life ^ 
Thoros also and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unhid 5 and thou shalt eat the herb of the field -, 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat breads 
Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou 
Out of the ground wast taken, know thy birth. 
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return. 

So judg*d he Man, both Judge and Saviour sent; 
And the instant stroke of death, denounc*d that dajr, 
Itemov'd far off} then, pitying how they stoo4 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain*d not. to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume ; 
As when he wash'd his servants feet ^ so now. 
As faiiher of his family, he clad 
Their nakedness widi skins of beasts, or slain. 
Or as the snake with youthful coat repaid 5 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness. 
Arraying, cover'd from his Father's sight. 
To him with swifl ascent he up retum'd, 
. Into his blissful bosom reas8um*d 
In glory, as of old 5 to him appeas*d 
All, -though all-knowing, what had pass'd with Man 
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

Mean while, ere thuswas sinned and judg'd on Earth# 
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Within thQ gates of Hell sat Sin and Deaths * 
In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since tlie Fiend pass'd through. 
Sin .opening , who thus now to Death began. 
O Son, why sit we here each other viewing 
Idly, while Satan, our gieat author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides , 
For us, his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
But that success attends him 5 if mishap. 
Ere this he had return' d, with fury driven 
By his avengers 5 since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new strength within me rise. 
Wings gi'owing, and dominion given me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on. 
Or sympathy, or some connatural force. 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite. 
With secret amity, things of like kind. 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along : 
For Death from Sin no power can separate. 
But, lest the difficulty of passing back 
Stay his return perhaps ovei: this gulf i 

'Impassable, impervious j let us try 
Adventurous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from Hell to that new world. 
Where Satan now prevails j a monument 
Of merit high to all the infernal host. 
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Easing their passage hence, for intercourse. 
Or transmigration, as their lot shall lead. 
Nor can I miss the way, so strongly drawn 
By this new-felt attraction and instinct. 

Whom thus the meagre Shadow answer'd soon. 
Go, whither Fate, and inclination strong. 
Leads thee ; I shall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading ; such a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 
The savour of death from all things there that live : 
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So saying, witii delight he snuflPd the smell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote. 
Against the day of battle, to a field. 
Where armies lie encamp'd, come flying, lur'd 
With scent of living carcasses designed 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight : 
So scented the grim Feature, and uptum*d 
His nostril wide into the murky air j 
Sagacious of his quany from so far. 
TTien both fi*om out Hell-gates, into the waste 
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark. 
Flew diverse j and with power (their power was great) 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 
Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 
Tost up and down, together crouded drove. 
From each side shoaling towards the mouth of Hell : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 
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Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 

Mountains of ice, that stop the imagin*d way 

Beyond Petsora eastward> to the rich. 

Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 

Death with his mace petrifick, cold and drjr. 

As with a trident, smote y and fix*d as firm 

As Delos, floating once 5 the rest his lodL 

Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move } 

And wkh Asphaltick slime, broad as the gate. 

Deep to the roots of Hell tlie gather'd beach 

They fastened, and the mole imm^ise wrought on 

Over the foaming deep high-arch'd, a bridge 

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 

Immoveable of this now fenceless world. 

Forfeit to Death 5 from hence a passage broad. 

Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to Hell. 

So, if great things to small may be compared, 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 

From Susa, his Memnonian palace high. 

Came to the sea 5 and, over Hellespont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join*d. 

And scourg'd with many a stroke the indignant waves; 

Now had they brought the work by wonderous art * 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendant rock, 

Ovpr the vex*d abyss, following the track 

Of Satan to the self-same place where he 

First lighted firom his wing, and landed safe 

From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 

Of this round world : With pins of adamant 

And chains they made all fast, too &st tiiey made 
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And durable ! And now in little space 
The confines met of empjrr^an Heaven, 
And of this World 5 and, 00 the left hand. Hell 
With long reach interpos'd 5 three several ways 
In sight, to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to Earth they had descried. 
To Paradise first tending ; when, behold ! 
Satan, in likeness of an Angel bright. 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion steering 
His zenith, while the sun in Aries rose : 
Disguised he came ; but those his children dear 
Their parent soon discem'd, though in disguise. 
He, after Eve seduc'd, unminded slunk 
Into the wood fast by ; and, changing shape. 
To observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seconded 
Upon her husband 5 saw their shame that sought 
Vain covertures ^ but when he saw descend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrified 
He fled 5 not hoping to escape, but shun 
The present ; fearing, guilty, what his wrath 
Might suddenly inflict 5 that past, retum'd 
By night, and listening where the hapless pair 
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint. 
Thence gathered his own doom 5 which xmderstood 
Not instant, but of future time, with joy 
And tidings iiraught, to Hell he now retum'd j 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wonderous pontifice, unhop'd 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear* 
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Great joy was at their meetings and at sight 
Of that stupendous bridge his joy encreas'd. 
Long he admiring stood^ till Sin^ his fair 
Endianting daughter^ thus the silence broke. 

O Parent, these are thy magnifick deeds. 
Thy trophies ! which thou view'st as not thine own j 
Thou art their author, and prime architect : 
For I no sooner in my heart divin'd. 
My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join*d in connexion sweet. 
That thou on earth hadst prospered, which thy looks 
Now also evidence, but straight I felt. 
Though distant from thee worlds between, yet felt. 
That I must after thee, with this thy son ; 
Such htal consequence unites us three ! 
Hell could no longer hold us in our bounds. 
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure 
Detmn firom following thy illustrious track. 
Thou hast achieved our liberty, confined 
Within Hell-gates till now 5 thou us impower*d 
To fortify thus far, aad overlay. 
With this portentous bridge, the dark abyss. 
Thine now is all this world -, thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not } thy wisdom gain'd 
With odds what war hath lost, and fully aveng*d 
Our foil in Heaven 5 here thou shalt monarch reigd. 
There didst not j there let him still victor sway. 
As battle hath adjudged ; from this new world 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated ; 
And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
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Of all things^ pailiecl by tibe empyneal bounds^ 
His quadrature> from thy orbicular world ; 
Or tiy thee now more dangerous to his throne: 

Whom thus the Prince of darkness answer*d glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both j 
High proof ye now haye given to be the race 
Of Satan, (for I glory in the name. 
Antagonist of Heaven's Almighty King,) 
Amply hare merited of me, of ali , 
The infernal empire, that so near Heaven** doof 
Triumphal with triumphal act ha\^ nret,* 
Mine, with this glorious work; and made one realm. 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thorough-fare. Therefore, while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road with east. 
To my associate Powers, them to acquaint 
With these successes, and with them rejoice -, 
You two this W2iy, among these numerous orbs. 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend 5 
There dwell, and reign in bliss ; thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise and in the air. 
Chiefly on Man, sole lord of dl decU^'d ; 
Himrfirst make sure your thrall, and lastly kilL 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipqtent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me : on your joint vigour now 
My hold of this* new kingdom all depends. 
Through- Sin to^Death exposed by my exploit. 
If your joint power prevails the affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear | go^ .and be strong ! 
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So saying he dismissed them 5 they with speed 
Their course through thickest consfellations held. 
Spreading their bane 5 the blasted stars look'd wan. 
And planets> platiet-struck, real eclipse 
Then suffered. The other way Satan went down 
The cavO^ to Hell-gate : On either side 
Disparted Ghaos over built exclaim'd. 
And with febounding surge the bars assail'd, 

' That scom*d his ind'^ation : Through the gate> 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd. 
And all about found desolate 5 for those. 
Appointed to «it there, had left their charge. 
Flown to the upper world; the rest were all 
Far to the inland retir'd, about the walls 
Of Pandemonium -, city and proud seat 

. Of Lucifer, so by allusion call'd 
Of that bnght star to Satan paragon'd ; 
There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
In council sat> solicitous what chance 
Might interciept their emperour sent ; so he 
Depaitiag gave ccmimarid, and they observed. 
As when the Tartar from his Russian fbe^ 
By Astracan, over the siidtvy plainsi ' 
Retires ; or Bdctriah Sophi, from the horns 
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 
The realm of'Aladule, in his retreat 
To Tauris or Casbeen : So these, the late 
Heairen-banishM host, left desart utmost Hdl 
Many a dark league, reduc'd in careful watch 
Round their metropolis^ and now expecting 

o 
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Each hour their great adventurer^ from the search 

Of foreign worlds : He through the nudst unmark'dj. 

In show plebeian Angel militant 

Of lowest order^ pass'd} and from the door 

Of that Plutonian hall, invisible 

Ascended his high throne 5 which^ under state 

Of richest texture spread, at the upper end 

Was plac'd in regal lustre. Down a while 

He sat, and round about him saw, unseen : 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape star-bright appeared, or brighter 3 dad 

With what permissive glory since his fall 

Was left him, or false glitter : Ail amaz'd 

At that so sudden blaze the Stygian throng 

pent their asp6ct, and whom they wish'd beheld. 

Their mighty Chief returned : loud was the acclaim i 

Forth rush'd in hast^ the great consulting peers, 

Rais'd from their dark Divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approached him 5 who with hand 

Silence, and with these words attention, won. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers^ 
For in possessicm such, not only of right, 
I call ye, and declare ye now 5 retum*d 
Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accurs'd, the house of woe. 
And dungeon of our tyrant : Now possess. 
As Lords, a "Spacious world, to our natite Heavea 
Little inferiour, by my adventure hard 
With peril great achieved. Lonfg were to tell 
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What I have done -, what suf!er*d ; with what pain 
V<^ag*d th* vinreal, vast, unbounded deep 
Of horrible confusion j over which 
By Sin and Death a broad way now is pavM, 
To expedite your glorious march ; but I 
Toil*d out my uncouth passage, forc*d to ride 
The untractable abyss, plung'd in the womb 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wild 5 
That, jealous of their secrets> fiercely opposed 
My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 
Protesting Fate supreme -, thence how I found 
The new created world, which feme in Heaven 
Long had £:>retold, a fabrick wonderful 
Of absolute perfection ! therein Man 
Plac*d in a Paradise^ by our exile 
Made happy : Him by fraud I have seduc'd 
From his Creator j and, the more to encrease 
Your wonder, with an apple -, he, thereat 
Offended, worth your lau^ter ! hath given up 
Both his beloved Man and all his worlds 
To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us^ 
Without our hazard, labour, or alarm ; 
To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 
To rule, as over all he should have rul'd. 
True is, me also he hath judged, or rather 
Me not, but the brute serp^it in whose shape 
Man I deceived : that which to me belongs^ 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind 5 I am to bruise his heel ; 
His seed^ Yfhen is not set^ shall bruise my head : 
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A world who would not purchase with a bruise. 
Or much more grievous pain ? — ^Ye have the account 
Of my performance : What remains^ ye Gods, 
But up, and enter now into full bliss ? 

So having said, a while he stood, ei^ecting 
Their universal shout, and high applause. 
To fill his ear 5 when, contrary, he hears . ' 

On all sides, from innumerable tongues^ 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
Of publick scorn -, he wonder'd, but not Icmg 
Had leisure, wondering at himself now naorei 
His visage drawn he felt to sharp and ^are ^ 
His arms clung to his ribs ; his le^s entwining 
Each otlier, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, ; 

Reluctant^ but in vain ; a greater power 
Now rul*d him, punished in the shape he sinnM, 
According to his doom : He would have spoke. 
But his^ for hiss retum'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue > for now were all transfonn*d 
Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 
To his bold riot : Dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and tail, . 
Scorpion, and Asp, and Amphisbaena dire, , 
XlJerastes horn'd, Hydrus, and Elops drear. 
And Dipsas 5 (not so thick swarm'd once the soil ... 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the isle 
Ophiusa,). but still greatest he the midst. 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the sun 
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Ingender*d in the Pythian vale or slime. 

Huge Pjrthon, and his power no less he seemed 

Above the rest still to retain ; they all 

Him foUow'd^ issuing fortli to the open fields 

WherQ all yet left of that revolted rout, 

Heaven-fall*n, in station stood or just array ; 

Sublime with expectation wheirto see 

In triumj^ issuing forth their glorious Chief; 

They saw, but other sight instead ! a croud 

Of ugly serpents ; horrour on them fell. 

And horrid sympathy j for, whatthey saw. 

They felt themselves, now chas^jing j down their arms, 

Down fell bpth spear and shielj^tv down they as fast 5 . 

And the dire hiss renew*d, and the dire form 

Catch*d, by contagion 5 like in punishment. 

As in their crime. Thus was the applause they meant, 

Tum'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame 

Cast on themselves fh>m their own mouths. There 

stood 
A grove hard by, sprung up with this their change. 
His will who reigns above, to aggravate 
Their penance, laden with h\r fruit, like that 
Which grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 
Us'd by the Tempter : on that prospect strange 
Their earnest eyes they fix'd, imagining 
For one forbidden tree a multitude 
Now ris*n, to work them further woe or shame ; 
Yet, parch*d with scalding thirst and hunger fierce. 
Though to delude them sent, could not abstain ; 
But on they rolled in heapsj sand, up the trees 

03 

Digitized by Google 



145 PARADISE LOST. aooKx. 

Climbing^ sat diicker than the snaky locks 
That curFd Megaera : greedily they plnck'd 
The fruitage fair to sight* like that which grew 
Near that bituminous lake where Sodom fiam*d; 
This more delusive, not the touch, but taste 
Deceiv'd j they, fondly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 
Chew'd bitter a^es, which the offended taste 
With spattering noise rejected : oh they assay'd 
Hunger and thirst constrainmg -, drugged as oft. 
With hatefullest disrelish writh*d their jaws. 
With soot and cinders fill*d 5 so oft they fell 
Into the same illu^n, not a^ Man 
Whom they triumph'd once laps'd. Thus were thef 

plagu*d 
And worn with fiimine, long and ceaseless hiss. 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resumed j 
Yearly enjoin' d, some say, to undergo. 
This annual humbling certain numbered da3r8. 
To. dash their pride, and joy, for Man seduc*d 
However, some tradition they dispersed 
Among the Heathen, of their purchase got. 
And fabled how the Serpent, whom they call'd 
Ophion, with Eurynome, the wide- 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Of high Olympus 5 thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yet Dictaean Jove was bom* 
, Mean while in Paradise the hellish pair 
Too soon arriv'd; Sin, there in power before. 
Once actual j now m body^ and to dwell 
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Habitual habitant -, behind her Death, 

Close fbllqwing pace for pace, not mounted yet 

On his pale horse : to whom Sin thus began. 

Second of Satan sprung, all-conquering Death ! 
What thinH*st thou of our empire now, though eam'4 
With travel difficult, not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to have sat watch^ 
Unnam'd, undieaded, and thyself half starved ? ^ * 

Whom thus the Sin-bom n»)nster answefd soon. ' 
To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is Hell,- or Paradise, or Heaven 5 
There best, where most with ravine I may meet j 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little seems 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhide-bound corps. 

To whom the incestuous mother thus replied. 
TTiou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowers. 
Feed first j on each beast next, and fish, and fowl > 
No homely morsels ! and, whatever thing 
The sithe of Time mowes down, devour unspar'd ) 
Till I, in Man residing, through the race. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect 5 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey. 

This said, they both betook them several ways^ 
Both to destroy, or uninmiortal make 
AU kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later 5 wluch the Almighty seeing. 
From his transcendent seat the Saints among. 
To those bright Orders utter'd thus his voice. 

See, with what heat these dogs of Hell advance 
To waste and havock yonder world, which I 
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So £ak and good created ; and had sdll 

Kept in that 8tate> had not the £o\lj of Man 

Let in these wasteful furies, who impute 

Folly to me ; so doth the Prince of Hell 

And his adherents, that with so much ease , 

I suffer them to enter and possess 

A place so heavenly 5 and, conniving, seemi 

To gratify my scornful enemies. 

That laugh, as if, transported with some fit 

Of passion, I to them had quitted all. 

At random yielded up to their misrule ; 

And know not that I <:aird, and drew them thither. 

My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 

Which Man's polluting sin with tamt hath shed 

On what was pure j till, cramm*d and gorged, nigh 

burst 
With suck'd and glutted ofial, at one sling 
Of thy victorious arm, well-pleasing Son, 
Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave, at last. 
Through Chaos hurFd, obstruct the mouth of Hell 
For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 
Then Heaven and Earth renew'd shall be made pore * 
To sanctity, that shall receive no stain : 
Till then, the curse pronounced on both precedes. 

He ended, and the heavenly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the sound of seas. 
Through multitude that sung : Just are thy ways. 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works j 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 
Destined Restorer of mankind, by whom 
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New Heaven and Earth shall to the ages rise. 
Or down fromHeaven descend. — Such was their songi 
While, thedreator, calling forth by name 
Hb mighty Aa^ds, gave them several charge, 
^Ab sorted best with present things. The sun 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine. 
As might afiect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable ^ and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter 5 from the south to bring 
Sdstitial summer*s heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they prescribed *, to the other five - 
Their planetary motions, and aspects. 
In sextfle, square, and trine, and opposite. 
Of noxious efficaqr, and when to join : 

In synod unbenign ; and taught the fix*d 
Their influence malignant when to shower. 
Which of them rising with the sun, or felling. 
Should prove tempestuous : To the winds they set 
Their corners, when with bluster to confound 
Sea, air, and shore 5 the thunder when to roll 
With ^rrour through the dark aereal hall. 
Some ^y, he bid his Angels turn ascanse 
The poles of earth, twice ten degrees and more. 
From the sun*s axle 5 they with labour push*d 
Oblique the centrick globe : Some say, the sun 
Was bid turn reins firom the equinoctial road 
Like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 
Atlantic^ Sisters, and the Spartan Twins, 
Up to the Tropick Crab : thence down amain 
By Leo, and the Virgin^ apd the^ Scales, 
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As deep as Capricorn } to bring in change 

Of seasons to each dime -, else had the s^bg 

Perpetual smil'd on earth with vemant flowers. 

Equal in days and nights^ except to those 

Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 

Had unbeni^ted shone, while th^ low son. 

To recompense his distance, in their sight 

Had rounded still the horizon, and not knowa 

Or east or west ; which had forbid the snow 

From cold Estodland, and south as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that tasted flruit 

The sun, as from Hiy^tean banquet, tum*d 

His course intended 5 dse, how had the worid 

Inhabited, though sinless, more than now. 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat? 

These changes in the Heavens, though slow, produced 

Like change on sea and land ; sideral blast. 

Vapour, and m'lst, and exhalation hot. 

Corrupt and pestilent : Now, from the north 

Of Norumbega, and the Samoed shore. 

Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice. 

And snow, and hail, and stormy gust and flaw^ 

Boreas, and Caecias, and Argestes loud. 

And Thrascias, rend the woods, and seas upturn; 

With adverse blast upturns them fropi the soutU 

Notus, and Afer black with thunderous clouds 

From Serraliona -, thwart of these, as fleice. 

Forth rush the L6vant and the Ponent winds, 

Euriis and Zephyr, with their lateral noise. 

Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 
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Outrage feom lifeless things > but Discord first. 

Daughter of Sin, among the irrational 

Death introduced, through fierce antipathy : 

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fowl. 

And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leaving, 

JDevour'd each other ; nor stood much in awe 

Of Man, but fled him 5 or, with countenance grim, 

Glar'd on him passing. These were fi-om without 

The growing miseries, which Adam saw 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiest shade. 

To sorrow abandoned, but worse felt within 5 

And, in a troubled sea of passion tost. 

Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint. 

O miserable of happy ! Is this the end 
Of this new glorious world, and me so late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd, of blessed ? hide me firom the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happiness ! — ^Yet well, if here would end 
The misery 5 I deserved it, and would bear 
My own deservings 5 but this will not serve 2 
AH that I eat or drink, or shall beget. 
Is propagated curse. O voice, once heard 
Delightfiilly, Encreaae and multiply; 
Now death to hear ! for what can I encrease. 
Or multiply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of dl ages to succeed, but, feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curse- 
My head ? HI fare our ancestor impure. 
For this we may thank Adam ! but his thanks 
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Shall be the execration : so, besides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 

Shall with a fierce refiux on me rebound -, 

Ojl me, as on their natural center, light 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting jojrs 

Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes ! 

Dili I request thee. Maker, from my clay 

To mould me Man ? did I solicit thee 

From darkness to promote me, or here place 

In this delidous garden ? As my. will . 

Concurred .not to my being, it were but right 

And equal to redjice me to my dust 5 

Desirous, to resign and render b^ck 

All I received j unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold ' 

The good I sought not. To the loss of that. 

Sufficient penalty, why hast thou added 

The senpe of endless woes ? Inexplicable 

Thy justice seems ; yet, to say fruth, too late 

I thus contest j then should have been refiis*d 

Those tegiis„ whatever, when they were propos'd? 

Thou didst accept them : wjlt thou enjoy the good. 

Then cavil ihe conditions ? and, though God 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 

Prove disobedient^ and, rqprov'd, retort, . « 

'' Wherefore didst thou beget me ? I sought it not; 

Wouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee 

That proudexcuse ? yet hipi not thy ekction. 

But natural ne9essity, begot, 

God made thee of <?hpice his own, and of his own 
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To serve him 5 thy reward was of his grace , 
Thy punishment then justly is at his wiU. ^ 

Be it so^ for I submit ; his doom is feir. 
That dust I am, and shall to dust return : 
O wel9ome hour whenever ! Why delays 
• His hand to execute what his decree 
Rx'd on this day ? Why do I overlive ? 
Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthened out 
To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet 
Mortality my sfgntence, and be earth 
Insensible ! How glad would lay me down 
As in- nay mother's lap ! There I should rest. 
And sleep secure -, his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears -, no fear of worse 
To me, aid to my offspring, would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 
Pursues, me still, lest all I cannot die ^ 
Lest that pure breath of life, the spirit of Man 
Which God inspired, cannot together perish 
With this corporeal clodj then, in the grave. 
Or in some other dismal place, who knows 
But I shall die a living death ? O thought 
Horrid, if true ! Yet why ? It was but breath 
Of life that sinned -, what dies but what had lifd 
And sin ? The body properly hath neither. 
Al> of me then shall die : let this at^>ease 
The doubt, since human reach no further knowtf* 
For tliough the Lord of all be infinite. 
Is his wrath also ? Be it, Man is not so^ 
Bat mortal d<x)m*d. How can he exercise 
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Wrath without ^d on Man, whom death must end i 

Can he make deathless death ? That were to make 

Strange contradiction, which to (Sod himself 

Impossible is held) as argument 

Of weakness, not of power. Will he draw out^ 

For anger*s sake, finite to infinite. 

In punish*d Man, to satisfy hb rigour. 

Satisfied never ? That were to extend 

His sentence beyond dust and Nature's law ; 

By which all causes else, according still 

To the reception of their matter, act ^ 

Not to the extent of their own sphere. But say 

That death be not one stroke, as I supposed. 

Bereaving sense, but endless misery * 

From this day onward -, which I feel begun. 

Both in me, and without me ; and so last 

To perpetuity 5 — Ay me ! that fear 

Comes thundering back with dreadful revolution 

On my defenceless head 5 both Death and I 

Are found eternal, and incorporate both 5 

Nor I on my part single 5 in me all 

Posterity stands curs*d : Fair patrimony 

That I must leave ye. Sons ! O, were I abl© 

To was^e it all myself, and leave ye none ! 

So disinherited, how would you bless 

Me, now your curse ! Ah, why should all mankind. 

For one man*s fault, thus guiltless be condemned. 

If guiltless ? But from me what can proceed. 

But all corrupt 5 both mind and will deprav'd 

Not to do c^y, but to wifi the same 
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With me ? How can tbey then acquitted stand 

In sight of God ? Him, after all disputes, 

Forc'd I absolve : all my evasions vain. 

And reasonings, though through mazes, lead me stilL 

But to my own conviction : first and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corraption, all the blame lights due j 

So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! couldst thou support 

That burden, heavier than the earth to bear -, 

Than all the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad Woman ? Thus, what thou desir'st. 

And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hope 

Of reftige, and concludes thee miserable 

Beyond all past example and future ; 

To Satan only like both crime and doom* 

.Conscience ! into what abyss of fears 

And horrours bast thou driven me j out of which . 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd ! 

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud, 
Throu^ the still night 5 npt now, as ere Man fell. 
Wholesome, and cool, and mild, but with black air 
Accompanied ; with damps, and dreadful gloom j 
Which to his evil conscience represented 
All things with double terrour : On the ground 
Outstretch*d he Uy, on the cold ground 5 and oft 
Curs*d his creatiori j Death as oft accused 
Of tardy execution, since denounc'4 
The day of his offence. Why comes not Death, 
Said he, with one thrice-acceptable stroke 
7p end me ? Shal^ Tmtb &il to keep her wpr4» 
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Justice Divine not hasten to be just ? 

But Death comes not at call 5 Justice Divine 

Mends not her slowest pa(» for prayers or aies. 

woods^ O fountains^ hillocks^ dales^ and bowers ! 
With other echo late I taught your diades 

To answer, and resound hr other song. — 
Whom thus afficted when sad Eve beheld. 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce passion she assay'd : 
But her with stem regard he thus repell'd. 

Out of my sight, thou Serpent ! That name best 
Befits thee with him leagu'd, thyself as felse 
And hateful j nothing wants, but that thy shape. 
Like his, and colour serpentine, may show 
Thy inward fi*aud^ to warn all cre^ures from thee 
Henceforth > lest that too heavenly form, pretended - 
To hellish ialshood, snare them ! But for thee 

1 had persisted happy j had not thy pride 
And wandering vanity, when least was safe. 
Rejected my forewarning, and disdain'd 
Not to be trusted -, longing to be' seen. 
Though by the Devil hinaself j him overweening 
To over-reach } but, with the serpent meeting, 
Fool'd and beguil'd ; by him thou, I by thee. 
To tilist thee from my side 5 imagined wise> 
Constant, mature, proof against all assaults 5 

And understood not all was but a show, ^ 

Rather than solid virtue ; all but a rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears^ - 
More to the part ^inisteri from me draWih> - * 
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Well if thrown cmt> as supemmneraiy 

To my just number found. O ! why did Grod, 

Creator wise, that peopled highest Efeaven 

With Spirits masculine, create at last 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 

Of nature, and not fill the world at once 

With Men, as Angels, without feminine j 

Or find some other way to generate 

Mankind ? This mischief had not then befalFn, 

And more that shall befall ; innumerable 

Disturbances on earth through female snares. 

And strait conjunction with this sex : for either 

He never shall find out fit mate, but such 

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake } 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 

Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain*d 

By a far worse j or, if she love, withheld 

By parents 5 or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound 

To a fell adversary, his hate or shame : 

Which infinite calamity shall cause 

To human life, and houshold peace confound. 

He added not, and firom her tum*d 5 but Eve, 
Not so repuls'd, with tears that ceas*d not flowing 
And tresses all disorder*d, at his feet 
Fell humble) and, embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forsake me not thus, Adam ! witness Heaven 
What love sincere, and reverence in my heart 
I bear tbee> and unweeting have offencled^ 

p3 
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Unhappily deceived ! Thy gupidiant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees 5 bereaive me not. 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid> 
Thy counsel, in this uttermost distress. 
My only strength and stay : Forlorn of thee. 
Whither shall fl betake me, where subsist ? 
While yet wb live, scarce one short hour perhaps, 
Between us two let there be peace j both joining. 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity 
Against a foe by doom express assigned us/ 
That cruel Serpent : On me exercise not 
Thy hatred for this miser)' befeirn 5 
On me already lost, me than thyself 
More miserable ! Both have sinn'd j but thou 
Against Grod only 5 1 against God and thee 5 
And to the place of judgement will return. 
There with my cries importune Heaven ) that all 
The sentence, from thy head remov'd, may light 
On me, tole cause to thee of all this woej 
Me, me only, just object of his ire ! 

She ended weeping} and her lowly plight. 
Immoveable, till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledged and deplored, in Adam wrought 
Compiiseration : Soon his hessct relented 
Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissive in distress; 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking. 
His counsel, whom she had displeased, his aid: 
As one disarmed, his anger all he lost. 
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd heir sooa. - - 
. \. * 
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Unwary, and too desirous, as before, * 

So now of what thou know*st not, who deshr'st 
The punishment all on thyself 3 alas ! 
Bear thine own first, ill able to sustdn 
His full wrath, whose thou feel'st as yet least part^ 
And my displeasure bear'st so ill. If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Wbukl speed before thee, and be louder heard. 
That on my head all might be visited 5 
Thy fi^ilty and infirmer sex forgiven. 
To me committed, and by me exposed. 
. But rise^ — let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam*d enough elsewhere j but strive 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other's burden, in our share of woe; 
Since this day's death denounc'd, if aught I see. 
Will prove no sudden^ but a slow-pac'd, evil ; 
A long day's dying, to augment our pain; 
And to our seed (O hapless seed!) deriv'd. 

To whom thus lEve, recovering heart, replied. 
Adam, by sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Fovmd so erroneous; thence by just event 
Found so unfortunate : Nevertheless, 
Restored by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are risen; 
Tending to wme relief of our extremes, - 
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Or end 5 though sharp and sad^ yet tolerable^ 
As in ou|: evils, and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most. 
Which must be bom to certain woe, devoured 
By Death at last) and miserable it is 
To be to others cause of misery. 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bnng 
Into this cursed world a woeful race. 
That after wretched life must be at last 
Food for so foul a monster; in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race unblest, to being yet unbegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain : so Death 
Shall be deceiv*d his glut, and with us two 
Be forc'd to satisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult. 
Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 
From love's due rites, nuptial embraces sweet; 
And with desire to languish without hope. 
Before the present object languishing 
With like desire j which would be misery 
And torment less than none of what we dread; 
Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make short,— 
Let us seek Death;— or, he not found, supply 
With our own hands his office on ourselves: 
Why stand we longer shivering under fears. 
That show no end but death, and have the power. 
Of many ways to die the shortest choosing. 
Destruction with destruction to destroy? — 
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She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest j so much of death her thoughts 
Had entartain'd, as dy'd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam, with such counsel nothing sway*d. 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Labouring had rais'dj and thus to Eve replied. 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns j 
But s^lf-destruction therefore sought, refutes^ 
That excdlence thought in thee^ and implies. 
Not thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overlov*d. 
Or if thou covet deadi, as utmost end 
Of misiery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc'd 5 doubt not but God 
Hath wiselier arm*d his vengeful ire, than so 
To be forestaU'd 5 much more I fear lest death. 
So saatch'd, will not exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay; radier, such acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us live : Then let us seek 
Some sifer resolution, which methinks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruisQ 
The Serpfent's head; piteous amends ! unless 
Be nieant, whom I conjecture, our grand foe, 
Satan; who, in the serpent, hath contriv'd 
Against us this deceit: To crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed ! whioh will be lost 

Digitized by Google 



1^^ PARADISE LOST. book ». 

By death brought on ourselves, or childkss days 
Resolv'd, as thou proposest^ so our foe 
Shall *scape his punishment ordain*d, and we 
Instead shall double ours upon our heads. 
No more be mention'd then of violence 
Against ourselves 5 a^d wilful barrenness. 
That cuts us off from hope 3 and savours only. 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite. 
Reluctance against God and his just yoke 
Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard, and judged. 
Without wrath or reviling 5 we expected 
Inmiediate dissolution, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day; when lo ! to thee 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold. 
And bringing forth; soon recompensed with joy. 
Fruit of thy womb : On me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the ground ; with labour I must earn 
My bread; what harm? Idleness had been worse; 
My labour will sustain me; and, lest cold 
Or heat should injure us, his timely care 
Hath, imbesought, provided; and his hands 
Cloth'd us unworthy, pitying while he judg*d; 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
Be open, and his heart to pity incline. 
And teach us farther by what means to shun 
The inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow ? 
Which now the sky, with various face, begins 
To show us in this mountain; while the winds 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful lQck% . 
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Of these fair spreading trees; which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 
Our limbs benumm*d, ere this diurnal star 
Leave cold the night, how we his gathered beams 
Reflected may with matter sere foment; 
• Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire; as late the clouds 
Jostling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock, 
Una the slant lightning; whose thwart flame, driven 

down. 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine ; 
And sends a comfortable heat firom far. 
Which might supply the sun : Such fire to use. 
And what may else be remedy or cure 
To evils which our own misdeeds have wrought. 
He will instruct us praying, and of grace 
Beseeching him ; so as we need not fear 
To pass commodiously this life, sustain'd 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dust, our final rest and native home. 
What better can we do, than, to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us, prostrate fall 
Before him reverent ; and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg; with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 
JFrequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek > 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn 
Prom his displeasure ; in whose look serene, 
WTien angry most he seem'd and most severe. 
What else but favour, grace, and mercy, shone ? 
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So 5pake our Either pemtent ; nor Eve 
Fejt less remorse : they, forthwith to the place 
Hepairing where he judg'd them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent ; and both confess'd 
Humbly their &ults, and pardon begg*d -, with tean 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of ^sonrow unfeign'd^ and humiliation meek* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Son of God presents to hi» Father the prayers of our <ral 
parents now repenting^ and intercedes for them : God accepts 
tkem, but declares that they most no longer abide in Paradise } 
sends Michael with a band of Cherubim to ^^spossess theras 
but first to reveal to Adam future things : Michael's comiag 
doMTD. Adam shows to Eve certain ominous signs ; hcdiscems 
Michael's approach; goes out to meet him: the Angel de- 
nounces their departure. Eve's Lamentation. Adam pleadst 
l>ut submits : The Angel l^kds him up to a high hHl; sets befof^ 
kirn in vision what shall happen till the Flood. 
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THUS^ they, in lowliest plight, repentant stood 
Praying 5 for from the mercy-seat above 
Prevenient ^raco descending had remov*d 
The stony from their hearts, and made new flesh 
Regenerate grow instead 3 that sighs now breath'd 
UnutteEable 5 which the Spirit of prayer 
InspirM^ and wing*d for Heaven with speedier fli^t 
Ihao loudest oratory : Yet their port 
Not of mean suitors j nor important less 
8eem*d their petition, than when the ancient pair 
In fables old, less ancient yet than these, 
Deucalion and chaste Pyrrha, to restore 
The race of mankind drowned, before the shrine 
Of Themis stood devout. To Heaven their prayerg 
Plew up, nor miss*d the way, by envious winds 
Blown vagabond or frustrate : in they pass*d 
Dimensbnless through heavenly doors; then clad 
With incense, where the golden altar fum*d. 
By their great Intercessour, came in sight 
Before the Father's throne : them the glad Son 
Presenting, thus to intercede began* 
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See> Father^ what first-fruits on earth are sprung 
From thy implanted grace In Man > tiiese sighs 
And prayers^ which in this golden censer> mix'd 
With incense> I thy priest before thee bring j 
Fruits of more pleasing savour, from thy seed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 
Which, his own hand manuring, all the trees 
Of Paradise covdd have produced, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now therefore, bend thine ear 
To supfdication 5 hear his sighs, thoi^ mute -, 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him 5 me, his advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on me. 
Good, or not good, ingraft 5 my m«it those 
Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 
Accept me 5 and, in me, from these receive 
The smell of peace toward mankind : let him live 
Before thee reconciled, at least his days 
Numbered, though sad j till death, his doom, (yrhxdti I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse,) 
To better life shall yield him 5 where with me 
All. my redeemed may dwell in joy and bliss j 
JVlade one with me, as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without doud, serene. 
All thy request for Man, accepted Son, 
Obtffln ; all thy request was my. decree : 
But, longer in that Paradise to dwell. 
The law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
Those pure immortal elements, that know . 
No gross, no unharmohious mixture foul. 
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Eject lata, tainted now 5 and purge him off. 

As a distemper^ gross^ to air as gross^ 

And mortal food 5 as may dispose him best 

For dissolution wrought by sin^ that first 
^Distemper'd all things^ and of incorrupt 

Corrupted. I^ at firsts with two fair gifts 

Created him endowed 3 with happiness^ 

And immortality : that fimdly lost> 

This other serv'd but to eternize woe ; 

Till I provided death : so death becomes 

His final remedy ; and> after life> 

Tried in sharp tribulation^ and refin*d 

By faith and faithfiil works^ to second life> 

Wak*d in the renovation of the just. 

Resigns him up with Heaven and Earth renew*d. 

But let us call to s3mod all the Blest, 

Throu^ Heaven^s wide bounds : from them I will 

not hide 
My judgements ; how with Mankind I proceed. 

As how with peccant Angels late they saw. 

And in their state, though firm, stood more ocmfirm'd. 

He ended, and the Son gave signal high 
To the bright mmister that watch'd 3 he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended, and perhaps once more 
To sound at general doom. The angelick blast 
Fill*d all the regions : firom their blissful bowers 
Of amarantine shade, fountain or spring, 
Bj the waters of life, where'er they sat 
In fellowships of joy^ the sons of light 

Q'4 
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Hasted, resorting to the srtmmODs high 5 

And took their seats : till from his throne snpnn&e 

The Almighty thus pronounc'd his sovran will. 

O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both good and evil, since his taste 
Of that defended fruit ; but let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got > 
Happier ! had it sufficed him to have known 
Good by itself, and evil not at all. 
He sorrows now, repents, and prays contrite. 
My motions in him 5 longer thai they n[K>ve, 
His heart I know, how variable and V2un, 
Self-lefl. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach also of the tree of life, and eat. 
And live for ever, dream at least to live 
For ever^ to remove him I decree. 
And send him firom die garden forih. to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter isoil. 

Michael, this my behest have thou in chaise > 
Take to thee from among the Chaiibim 
Thy choice of flaming warriours, lest the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble raise : 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God 
Without remorse drive out the sinful pair ; 
From hallow'd ground the unholy ; and denounce 
To them, and to their progeny, firom thence 
Perpetual banishment. Yet, lest they feint 
At the sad sentence rigorously urg*d, 
(For I behold them*soften*d, and with tears 
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Bewailing their excess,) all terrour hide. 

If p^Niently thy bidding they obey. 

Dismiss them not disconsolate 5 reveal 

To Adam what shall come in future days. 

As I shall the6 ienlighten j int^mix 

My covettant in the Woman's seed renew'd ; 

So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace-: 

And on the east side of the garden place. 

Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs, 

Cherubick watch 5 and of a sword the iiame 

Wide-wavmg 5 all ^proach far off to fright. 

And guard all passage to the tree of life : 

Lest Fat'adise a receptacle prove 

To Spirits foul, and all my trees their prey 5 

With whose stol'n fruit Man once more to delude. 

He ceas'd 5 and the arch-angelick Power prepar'd 
]for swift descent 5 with him the cohort bright ,; 
Of wtitchful Cherubim : four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus 5 all their shape 
Spangled with eyes more numerous than those 
Of iVrgus, and more wakefrd than to drouse, 
Charrn'd with Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
Of Hermes, or his (^iate rod. Mean while. 
To re-salute the world with sacred light, 
Leucothea wak'd j and with fresh dews imbalm*d 
The earth 5 when Adam and first matron Eve 
Had ended now their orisons, and found . 
Strength added from above 5 new hope to spring 
Out of despair 5 joy, but with fear yet link*d 5 
Which thi^ to Eve his welcome words renew'd. ^ . 
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Eve, easily may faith admit> that all 
The gcMxl which we enjoy, from Heaven descends; 
But, that from lis aught should ascend to Heaven 
So prevalent ;as to concern the mind 
Of God high-blest, or to incline his will. 
Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer 
Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne 
Even to the seat of Gkxi. For since I sou^t 
By prayer the ofiended Deity to appease j 
KneePd, and before him humbled all my heart; 
Methought I saw him placable and mild. 
Bending his ear ; persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour ; peace retum'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe; 
Which, then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is past, and we shall live. Whence hail to thee> 
Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all things living, since by thee 
Man is to live ; and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek. 
Ill-worthy I such title should belong 
To me traasgressour ; who, for thee ordain*d 
A help, became thy snare ; to me reproach 
Rather belongs, distrust, and all dispraise ; 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am graced 
The source of life; next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to entitle me vouchsaf st^ 
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Far other name deserving. But the field 
To lahoor calls us, now with sweat impos'd. 
Though after sleepless night ; for see ! the Mom> 
All unconcern'd with our unrest, begins 
Her rosy progress smiling : let us forth j 
I never from thy side henceforth to stray, 
Wheie*^ our day's work lies, though now enjoined 
Laborious; till day droop 5 while here we dw^U, 
What can be toilsome in these {deasant walks ? 
Here let us live, though in feU'n state, content. 

So spake, so wish'd nmch-humbled Eve -, but Fatt 
Subscrib*d not : Nature first gave signs, impressed 
On bird, beast, air 5 air suddenly eclips'd. 
After short blush of mom } nigh in her sight 
The bird of Jove, stoop'd firom his aery tour> 
Two bbtb of gayest (dume before him drove ; 
Down from a hill the beast that reigns in wood?. 
First hunter then, pursu'd a gentle brace. 
Goodliest of all the forest, hart and hind ; 
Direct to the eastern gate was bent their flight. 
Adam d>8erv'd, and with his eye the chase 
Pursuing, not unmov*d, to Eve thus spake. 

O Eve, some further change awaits us nigh. 
Which Heaven, by these mute signs in Nature, shows 
Forerunners of his purpose j or to warn 
Us, haply too secure, of our discharge 
From penalty, because from death releas*d 
Some days : how long, and what t'dl then our life. 
Who knows ? or more than this, that we are dus^ 
And thither must return^ and be nojuoiei 
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Why else thb double object in our sis^t 

Of flight pursued in the air> and o'er the ground^ 

One way the self-same hour ? why in the east 

Darkness ere day's mid-course, and moming-li^t 

More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 

O'er the blue flrmam^it a radiant white. 

And slow descends, with som^iog heavenly ferught } 

He err'd not^ for by this the heavenly bands 
Down firmn a sky of jasper lighted now 
In Paradise, and on a hill made halt ; 
A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright ; 
Nor that, which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dgthan, cover'd with a can^ of fire. 
Against the Syrian king, who to surprise 
One man, assassin-like, had levied war, ^ 

War unproclaim'd. The princely Hierarch 
In their bri^t stand there left his Powers, to seise 
Possession of the garden ; he ^(Hie, 
To find where Adam shdter'd, took his way. 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam 5 ivho to Eve, 
While the great visitant approach'd, thus spak^. 

Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will soon determine, or impose 
New laws to be observ'd^ for I descry. 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill> 
One of the heavenly host ; aQd, by ius gailb 
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None of the meanest ; some great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above -, such majesty 
Invests him coming ! yet not terrible^ 
That I should fear \ nor sociably mild^ 
As Raphael^ that I should much confide ; 
But solemn and sublime 5 whom not to offend. 
With reverence I must meet> and thou retire. 

He ended J and the Arch^ Angel soon drew nigb^ 
Not in his shape celestial^ but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 
A military vest of purple flow*d, 
livelier than MeHboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra> worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce} Iris had dipt the woof $ 
His starry helm unbuckled showed him prime • 
In manhood where youth ended 3 by his side. 
As in a glistering zodlack> hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread ; and in his lund the spear. 
Adam how*d low ) he, kingly, firom his state . 
Jndin'd not, but his coming thus declar*d. 

Ad^m, Heaven's high behest no preface needs ; 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard ; and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress^ 
Defeated of his seisure many days 
Given thee of grace; wherein thou may*st repent. 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
. May'st cover : Well may then thy Lord, ^^as*d^ ' 
Redeem thee quite from Death's rapacious claim ^ 
But longer in this Paradise to dwell 
Permits not : to leoiove thee I am come, . 
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And seod thee firom tl^ garden forth to tM 
The ground whence thoa wast taken, fitter soiL 

He added not ^ for Adam at the news 
Heart-struck with dnlHng gripe of sorrow 8tood> 
That all his senses bound 5 Eve, who unseen ' 
Yet all had heard, with aud^^ lament 
Discover*d soon the [^ce of her retire. 

,0 unexpected stroke, worse than of Deatii ! 
Must I thus leave thee. Paradise ? thus leave 
Thee, native soil ! these happ7 walks and shades. 
Fit haunt of Grods ? where I had hope to spends 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to us both, O flowers. 
That never will in other climate gfow. 
My early visitation, and my last 
At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the £rst <^>eDing bud, and gave ye names I 
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water fiom the ambrosial fooolr } 
Thee lastly, nuptial bower ! by me adom'd 
With what to sight or smell was sweet ! firom the» 
How shall r part, and whither wimd^ down 
Into a lower world j to this obscoi<e 
And wild ? how shall we breathe in other air 
Less pure, accu8tom*d to hmaortai £rmt9 ? 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild. 
Lament not. Eve, but patiently resign ' 
What justly thou hast lost, ner set thy h«»rt> * 
Thus over-fond, on diat which is -not thine \ 
Thy going is not loneAyi with-tiieefoet • ' 
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Thy hu^Mid f him to follow thoa art bound 5 
Where he abides, thiok there thy native soil. 
Adam, by this ^m the cold sudden damp 
Kecovering, and his scattered spirits returned. 
To Michael thus his humble words address'd. 
• Celestial, whether among the Thrones, or nam*d 
Of them the highest 3 for such of shape may seem 
Prince above princes ! gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling wounds 
And in performing end us j what besides 
Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair. 
Our fr^ty can sustain, thy tidings bring. 
Departure from this happy place, our sweet 
Recess,' and only cwisolation left 
Familiar to our eyes ! all places else 
Inhospitable appear, and desolate; 
Nor knowing us, nor known : And, if by prayer 
Incessant I could hope to change the will 
Of Hun who all things can, I would not cease 
To weary him with my assiduous cries : 
But prayer agmnst his absolute decree 
No more avails ihm breath against the wind. 
Blown stiflmg back on him that breathes it forth : 
Therefore to his giseat bidding I submit 
This most^ictsme, that, departing hence. 
As from his face I shaU be hid, depriv'd 
His Wessed countenance : Here I could frequent 
With worship place by place where he voudisaf d 
Presence Divine > and to my sons relate, 
" On this mount he appeared 5 under this tree . 
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'' Stood visible 3 among these ^nnes bis vcnce 

" I heard -, here with him at this fountain taUL'd :" 

So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 

Of lustre fix)m the brook, in memory. 

Or monument to ages $ and thereon 

Offer sweet-smelling gums, and fruits, and flowers : 

In yonder nether world whef e shall I seek 

His bright appearances, or foot-step trace ? 

For though 1 fled him angry, yet, recalFd 

To life prolonged and promis'd race, I now 

pladly behold though but his utmost skirts 

Of gloiy ; and fer off* his steps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 
Adam, thou know*st Heaven his, and all the £arthj^ 
Not this rock only -, his Omnipresence fills 
I^nd, sea, and air, and eveiy kind that lives. 
Fomented by his virtual power and warm*d : 
All the earth he gave thee to possess and rule»^ 
No despicable gift 5 surmise not then 
His presence to these narrow bounds confln*d 
Of Paradise, or Eden : this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread 
All generations 5 and had hither come 
From all the ends of the earth, to celebrate 
And reverence thee, their great progenitor. 
But this pre-eminence ihou hast lost, brought dowA 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons : 
Yet doubt not but in valley, and in plain^ 
Gpd 18, as hpre ; ^aod yr'tH be found alike i 
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Present J and of his presence many a sign 
Still following thee, still compassing thee round 
With goodness and paternal love, his fece 
Express, and of his steps the track divine. 
Which that thou may'st believe, and be confirm'd 
* Ere thou from hence depart 5 know, I am sent 
To show thee what shall come in future days 
To thee, and to thy offspring : good with bad 
Expect to hear 3 supernal grace contending 
With sinfulness of men ; thereby to learn 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious lorrowj equally inur*d 
By moderation either state to bear. 
Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepared endure 
Thy mortal passage when it comes. — Ascend 
This hill ', let Eve (for I have drench'd her eyes) 
Here sleep below -, while thou to foresight wak'st $ 
As once thou slept'st, while she to life was form*d. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied. 
Ascend, I follow thee, safe Guide, the path 
Thou lead'st me 5 and to the hand of Heaven submit. 
However chastening 5 to the evil turn 
My obvious breast -, arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labour won. 
If so I may attain. — So both ascend 
In the visions of God. It was a hill. 
Of Parjidise the highest 3 from whose top 
The hemisphere of earth, in clearest ken, 
Stretdi^d out to the amplest reach of prospect lay. 
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Not higher that hill, nor wider looking round. 

Whereon, for diflferent cause, the Tempter aet 

Our second Adam, in the wilderness j 

To show him all Earth's kingdoms, and their gloiy. 

His eye might there command wherera: stood 

City of old or nnxlem fame, the seat 

Of mightiest empire, from the destin'd walls 

Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir's throne. 

To Paquin of Sinaean kings j and thence 

To Agra and Lahor of great Mogul, 

Down to the golden Chersonese -, or where 

The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 

In Hispahan ^ or where the Russian Ksar 

In Mosco J or the Sultan in Bizance, 

Turchestan-bom ; nor could his eye not ken 

The empire' of Negus to his utmost port 

Ercoco, and the less maritim kings 

Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala, thought Ophir, to die realm 

Of Congo, and Angola farthest south 5 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

llie kingdoms of Almansor, Fez and Bus, 

Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen ; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to sway 

The world : in spirit peiiiaps he also saw 

Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezume, 

And Cusco in Peru, the richer seat 

Of Atabalipa; and yet unspoil'd 

Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sons 
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Call £1 Dorado. But to nobler sights 
Michael from Adam*s eyes the film remov*d. 
Which that false fruit that promis*d clearer sight 
Had bred >, then purg'd with euphrasy and rue 
The visual nerve, for he had much to see ; 
And from the well of life three diops. instill'd. 
So deep the power of these ingredients pierc'd. 
Even to the, inmost seat of mental sight. 
That Adam, now enfisicc'd to close his eyes. 
Sunk down, and ^l his spirits became intranc'd ^ 
But him ^.gentle Angel by the hand 
Sooq rai8*d, and his attention thus recalled. 

Adam^ now ope thine eyes ; and first behold 
The effects, which thy original crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from thee ; who never touched 
The excepted tree 3 nor with the snake conspired j 
No^ sinn*d thy sin 5 yet firom that sin derive 
Ck>rruption, to bring forth more violent deeds. 

Hi? eyes he open'd, and beheld a field. 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves 
New reap'd j the other part sheep-walks and folds -j 
V the midst an altar as the land-mark stood, 
Hustick, of grassy sord ; thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Rrst fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sheaf, 
Uncull'd, as came to hand 5 a shepherd next. 
More meek, came with the firstlings of his fiock^ 
Choicest and best > then, sacrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incense strQW*d> 
On the cleft wopd, and all due rites perfoqn'd : 

R a 
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His oSermg sooq propitioiis &e from Heaven 
C(msiim*d with nimble ^aooe^ and gnitefbl steam; . 
Tbe other's not, for his was not sincere ; 
Whereat he inlj lag'd, and, as thejr talk*d^ 
Smote him into the midriff with a stone 
That beat oat life ; he fell $ and> deadly pde, 
Groan*d oot his sonl with gashing blood ^[cs'd« 
Much at that si^t was Adam in his heart 
Dismay *d» and thus in haste to the Angel cried. 

O Teacha:, some great mischief hath be£Eill'& 
To that meek man> who well had sacrific*d; . 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ? 

To whom Michael thu8> he also mov'd> replied. 
These two are brethren, Adam, and to ccoie 
Out of thy loins 3 the unjust the just hath slaia^ 
For envy that his brother's ofiering found 
From Heaven acceptance i but the bloody £act 
Will be aveng'd ; and the other's ^th, approv d. 
Lose no reward 3 though here thou see him die,. 
Boiling in dust and gore. To which our sire. 

Alas ! both for the deed, and for the cause ! 
But have I now seen Death ? Is this the way 
1 must return to native dust ? O sight 
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold. 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou hast seen 
In his first shape on Man y but many shapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all dismal 5 yet to sense 
More :terrible at the entrance, than within. 
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Same, as diou saw'st^ by violent stroke shall die ; 
£7 fire> floods famine^ by intemperance more 
In meets and drinks^ which on the earth shall bring 
Diseases dire^ of which a monstrous crew 
* Before thee shall appear ; that thou may'st know 
What misery the inabstinence of Eve 
Shall bring on Men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeared, sad, noisome, dark j 
A lazar-house it seem'd 5 wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseased ; all maladies 
Of ghasdy spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-sick agony, all feverous kinds. 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colick-pangs, 
Demoniack phrenzy, moaping melancholy. 
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence. 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheums. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the groans ; Despair 
Tended the sick busiest from couch to couch ) 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delayed to strike, though oft invoked 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight so defi>rm what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey*d behold ? Adam could not, but wept. 
Though not of woman bom ; compassion quelFd 
His best of man, and gave him tip to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrained excess ; 
And, scarce recovering words, his plaint renewed. 
O nuseraUe mankind, to what fiill 
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Degaded, to what wretched state reserved! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather^ why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who> if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Life offered, or soon beg to lay it down; 
Glad to be so dismissed in peace. . Can thus 
The image of God in Man> created once 
So goodly and erect, though feulty since. 
To such unsightly sufferings be debas'd 
Under inhuman pains ? Why should not Man, 
Retaining still divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free. 
And, for his Maker's image sake, exempt ? 

Their Maker's image, answer'd Michael, then 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilified 
To serve ungovern*d Appetite ; and took 
His image whom they serv'd, a brutish vice. 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment. 
Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own ; 
Or if his likeness, by themselves defac'd ; 
While they pervert pure Nature's healthfrd rules 
To loathsome sickness ^ worthily, since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves. 

I yield it just, said Adam, and submit. 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painfrd passages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dust ? 

There is, said Michael, if thou well observe 
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The role of Not too much ; by temperance taught^ 

In what thou eat'st and drink'st ; seeldng from thence 

Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight^ 

IM many years over thy head return : 

So may'st thou live ; till^ like ripe fruit, thou drop 

Into thy mother's lap 5 or be with ease 

€rather*d, not harshly pluck'd ; for death mature : 

This is Old Age 5 but then, thou must outlive 

Tkxf youth, thy strength, thy beauty j which will (^nge 

To withered, weak, and gray j thy senses then. 

Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego. 

To what thou hast 5 and, for the air of youth, 

Hopeftd and cheerfrd, in thy blood will reign - 

A melancholy damp of cold add dry 

To wdgh thy spirits down, and last consume 

The balm of life. To whom our ancestor. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prdong 
Life much ; bent rather, how I may be quit. 
Fairest and easiest, of this cumbrous charge ; 
Which I must keep till my appointed day 
Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution. Michael replied. 

Not love thy life, nor hate 3 but what tlwu liv*6t 
Live weH ; how long, or short, permit to Heaven : ' 
And now prepare thee for another sight. 

He look'd, and saw a spacious phun, whereon 
Were tents of various huej by some, were herds 
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime. 
Was heard, of harp and organ y and, who mov*d 
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Tlieir stops and chords^ was seen 3 his ydant toucti. 

Instinct through all proportions^ low and high^ 

Fled and pursued transverse the resonant fugoe^ 

In other part stood one who^ at the forge 

Labouring, two mas^ clods of iron and brass 

Had melted^ (whether found where casual &e 

Had wasted woods on mountain or in vale^ ' 

Down to the veins of earth ; thence gliding hot 

To some cave's mouth ; or whether washed by stresQi 

From underground;) the liquid ore he drain'd 

Into £t moulds prepared 5 from which he formed 

First his own tools ; then^ what might else be wrou^t 

Fusil or graven in metal. After these. 

But on the hither side, a different sort 

From the hi^ neighbouring hills, which was their seat^ 

Down to the plain descended ^ by their guise 

Just men they seemed, and all their study h&ai 

To worship God aright, and know his works 

Not hid i nor those things last, which might preserms 

Freedom and peace to Men : they on the plain 

Long had not walk'd, when from the tents, behold! 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and wanton dress ; to the harp they sung 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on : 

The men, though grave, ey*d them ; and let their ^es 

Rove without rein j till, in the amorous net 

Fast caught, they lik'd ; and each his liking chose; 

And now of love they treat, till the evening»star, ' 

Love*s harbinger, appeared ; then, all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 
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Hymen, then first to marriage rites invok'd r 

With feast and musick all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview^ and fair event 

Of love and youth not lost> songs, garlands, flowers. 

And charming sjonphonies, attach*d the heart 

Of Adam, soon inclined to admit delight. 

The bent of nature 5 which he thus expressed. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel blest j 
Much better seems this vision, and m(»re hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past 5 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse j 
Here Nature seems fulfilFd in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet 5 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Those tents thou saw*st so pleasant, were the tentft 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother > studious they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventers rai'e -, 
Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them 5 but they his gifb acknowledged none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget 5 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem*d 
Of Goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay. 
Yet empty of all good wherein consists 
Woman's domestick honour and chief praise y 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful s^petence, to sing, to dance. 
To dress, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 
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To these that sober race of men, whose lives 
Religious titled them the sons of God^ 
Shall yield up all their virtue, all their £ime 
Ignobly^ to the trains and to the smiles 
Of these fair atheists 3 and now swim in joy. 
Erelong to swim at Iwge 5 and laugh, for which 
The world erelong a world of tears must weep. 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft. 
O pity and shame, that they, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint ! 
But still I see the tenour of Man's woe 
Holds on the same, from Woman to begm. 

From Man's effeminate slackness it begins. 
Said the Angel, who should better hold his place 
By wisdom, and superiour gifts received. 
But now prepare thee for another scene. 

He look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between j 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers. 
Concourse in arms, fierce faces threatening war, 
Oiants of mighty bone, and bold emprise j 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steed. 
Single or in array of battle rang'd 
Botli horse and foot, nor idly mustering stood j 
One way a band select from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kme. 
From a fat meadow ground 5 or fleecy fiodc. 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain. 
Their booty 5 scarce with life the sbefdierds fly. 
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But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray -, 
With cruel tournament the squadrons join 5 
Where cattle pastured late, now scattered lies 
With carcasses and arms the ensanguined field. 
Deserted : Others to a city strong 
• Lay siege, encamp'd 5 by battery, scale, and mine. 
Assaulting'; others ftom the wall defend 
With dart and javelin, stones, and sulphurous fire ; 
On each hand slaughter, and gigantick deeds. 
In other part the scepter'd heralds call 
To council, in the city-gates 5 anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, with warriours mix'd. 
Assemble, and harangues are heard 5 but soon. 
In Actions opposition 5 till at last. 
Of middle age one rising, eminent. 
In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong. 
Of justice, of religion, truth, and peace. 
And judgement from above t him old and young 
Exploded, and had seised with violent hands 3 
Had not a cloud descending snatched him thence 
Unseen amid the throng : so violence 
Proceeded, and oppression, and sword-law. 
Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting tum'd full sad 5 O ! what are these. 
Death's ministers, not men ? who thus deal deatk 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thousandfold the sin of him who slew 
His brother : for of whom such massacre 
Make they, but of their brethren ) men of men ? 

s 
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But ixdio was that just man, whom had not Heaven 
Rescued^.had in his righteousness been lost ? 

To whom thus Michael. These are the product 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw^st -, 
Where good with bad were matched, who of themr 

selves 
Abhor to join ; and, by imprudence mix'd> 
Produce prodigious births of body or mind. 
Such were these giants^ men of high renown ; 
For in those days might only shall be admir*d> 
And valour and heroick virtue call'd j 
To overcome in battle, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory ; and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be styPd great conquerours. 
Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods ^ 
Destroyers rightlier caird, and plagues of men. 
Thus hme shall be achieved, renown on earth ; 
And what most merits fame, in silence hid. 
But he, the seventh from thee, whom thou beheldst 
The only righteous in a world perverse. 
And therefore hated, therefore so beset 
With foes, for daring single to be just. 
And utter odious truth, that God Would come 
To judge them with his Saints : him the Most High 
Bapt in a balmy cloud with winged steeds 
Did, as thou saw'st, receive, to walk with God 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss. 
Exempt from death ; to show thee what reward 
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Awaits the good 5 the rest what punishment 5 
Which now direct thine eyes and soon hehold. 

He look'd^ and saw the face of things quite changed | 
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar ^ 
All now was tum*d to jollity and game. 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance ; 
Marrying or prostituting, as befel. 
Rape or adultery, where passing fair 
Allur'd them j thence from cups to civil broils* 
At length a reverend sire among them came. 
And of their doings great dislike declared 
And testified against their ways ; he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met. 
Triumphs or festivals ^ and to them preach'd 
Conversion and repentance, as to souls 
In prison, under judgements imminent : 
But all in vain : which when he saw, he ceas*d 
Contending, and remov*d his tents far off} 
Then, from the mountain hewing timber taH, 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 
Measured by cubit, length, and breadth, and highth j 
Smear*d round with pitch 5 and in the side a door 
Contrived ', and of provisions laid in large. 
For man and beast : when lo, a wonder strange ! 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small. 
Came sevens, and pairs 3 and entered in as taught 
Their order : last the sire and his three sons. 
With their four wives j and Grod made fast the door. 
Mean while the south-^wind rose, and, with black 
wings 
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Wide-hovering, all the douds together drove 
From under Heaven 5 the hills to their supply 
Vapour^ and exhalation dusk and moist. 
Sent up anoain *, and now the thicken'd sky 
Like a dark cieling stood 5 down rush*d the rain 
Impetuous 5 and continued, till the earth 
No more was seen : the floating vessel swum 
Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o*er the waves j all dwellings else 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd 5 sea cover'd sea. 
Sea without shore f and in their palaces. 
Where luxury late reign'd, sea-monsters whelp'd 
And staUed ; of mankind, so numerous late. 
All left, in one small bottom swum imbark'd. 
How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy ofl&pring, end so sad. 
Depopulation ! Thee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drown*d. 
And sunk thee as thy sons 5 till, gently rear'd 
By the Angel, on thy feet thou stood' st at last. 
Though comfortless ; as when a father mourns 
His children, all in view destroyed at once j 
And scarce to the Angel utter'dst thus thy plaint. 

O visions ill foreseen ! Better had I 
Liv'd ignorant of future ! so had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 
Enough to bear 5 those now, that were dispensed 
The burden of many ages^ on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
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Abortive, to tonnent me ere their being. 

With thought that they mast be. Let no man seek 

Henceforth to be foretold, what shall befall 

Him or his children ; evil he may be sure. 

Which neither his foreknowing can prevent 5 

And he the future evil shall no less 

In apprehension than in substance feel. 

Grievous to bear : but that care now is past, 

Man. is not whom to warn : those few escap*d 

Famine and anguish will at last consume. 

Wandering that watery desart : I had hope. 

When violence was ceas*d, and war on earth. 

All would have then gone wellj jieace would have 

crown'd 
With length of happy days the race of Man j 
But I was far deceiv'd 3 for now I see 
Peace to ONTupt ao less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus ? unfold, celestial Guide, 
And whether here the race of Man will end. 
To whom thus Michael. Those, whom last thou 

saw'st 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are the3r 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void j 
Who, having spilt much blood, and done much waste 
Subduing nations, and achiev*d thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey ; 1 

Shall change their course to pleasure, ease, and slotb^ I 
Surfeit, and lust ; till wantonness and pride 
Eaise out of friendship hostile deeds in peaoe* i 

S3 
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The conquer'd also, and enslav'd by war. 

Shall, with their freedom lost, all virtue lose 

And fear of God ; from whom their pietjr feign*d 

In sharp contest of battle found no aid 

Against invaders ) therefore, cool'd in zeal. 

Thenceforth shall practise how to live secure. 

Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy -, for the earth shall bear 

More than enough, that temperance may be tried : 

So all shall turn degenerate, all depraved -, 

Justice and temperance, truth and faith, forgot -, 

One man except, the only son of light 

In a dark age, against example good^ 

Against allurement, custom, and a world 

Offended : fearless of reproach and scom^ 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admonish ; and before them set 

The paths of righteousness, how much more safe. 

And full of peace ; denouncing wnth to come 

On their impenitence -, and shall return 

Of them derided, but of Grod observ'd 

The one just man alive ; by his command 

Shall build a wonderous ark, as thou beheldst. 

To save himself, and houshold, from amidst 

A world devote to universal wrack. 

No sooner he, with them of man and beast 

Select for life, shall in the ark be lodg'd. 

And shelter*d round ; but all the cataracts 

Of Heaven set open on the Earth shall pour 

Bsun, day and night -, all fountains of the deep. 
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Broke up> shall heave the ocean to usuip 

Bey<Mid all bounds 5 till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills : Then shall this mount 

Of Paradise by might of waves be mov'd 

Out of his place, push*d by the homed flood. 

With all -his verdure spoil*d, and trees adrift, 

Down the great river to the opening gulf. 

And there ^e root an island salt and bare. 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-mews' clang : 

To teach thee that God attributes to place 

No sanctity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now, what further shall ensue, behold. 

He loc^M, and saw the ark hull on the flood. 
Which now abated 5 for the deuds were fled. 
Driven by a keen north- wind, that, blowing dry. 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decayed j 
And the qlear sun on his wide watery glass 
Graz*d hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew. 
As after thirst -, which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot towards the Deep ; who now had stopt 
His duces, as the Heaven his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground. 
Fast on the top of some high mountain flx*d. 
And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear j 
With clamour thence the rapid currents drive. 
Towards the retreating sea, their ftirious tide 
• Forthwith from out the ark a rav^i flies. 
And after him, the surer messenger. 
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A dove sent forth once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground^ whereon his foot may light : 
The second time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacifick sign : 
Anon dry ground appears, and from his aik 
The ancient sire descends, with all his train } 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 
Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 
Conspicuous with three listed colours g^. 
Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad. 
Greatly rejoiced ; and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou, who future things canst represent 
As present, heavenly Instructer ! I revive 
At this last sight -, assur*d that Man shall live. 
With all the creatures, and their seed preserve. 
Far less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroyed, than I rejoice 
For one man found so perfect, and so just. 
That God vouchsafes to raise another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But say, what mean those colour'd streaks in Heaven 
Distended, as the brow of God appeas'd ? 
Or serve they, as a flowery verge, to bind 
The fluid skirts of that same watery cloud. 
Lest it again dissolve, and shower the earth ? 

To whom the Arch- Angel. Dextrously thou aim'stj 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 
Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd ; 
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Griar*d at his heart, when looking down he saw 
The whole earth filled with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way j yet, those remov'd. 
Such grace shall one just man And in his sight. 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind ; 
•And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The earth again by flood -, nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds 5 nor rain to drown the world. 
With man therein or beast -, but, when he brings 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein set 
His triple-colour'd bow, whereon to look. 
And call to mind his covenant : Day and night. 
Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost. 
Shall hold their course 5 till fire purge all things new. 
Both Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 



THE END or THE ELEVENTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Angel Michtel continues, fit>m the Flood> to relate what 
shall succeed ( then, in the mention of Abraham^ comes by de- 
grees to explain, who that Seed of the Woman shall be, which 
was promised Adam and Eve in the Fall ; his incaraationi 
death, resurrection, and ascension; the state of the church till 
his second coming. Adam, greatly satisfied and recomforted 
by these relations and promises, descends the hill with Michael ; 
wakens Ere, who all this while had slept, but with gentle 
dreams composed to quietness of mind and submission. Michael 
in either hand leads them out of Paradise, the fier3C sword 
waving behind them, and the Cherubim taking their stations to 
guard the place. 
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As one who in his journey bates at nooil, 

iTiough bent on speed -, so here the Arch- Angel paus'd 

Betwixt the world destroyed and world restored. 

If Adam aught perhaps might interpose ) 

Then, with transition sweet, new speech resimies. 

Thus thou hast seen one world begin, and end 3 
And Man, as from a second stock, proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see j but I perceive 
Thy mortal sight to fail 3 objects divine 
Must needs impair and weaiy human sense : 
Henceforth what is to come I will relate ; 
Thou theief(H:e give due audience, and attend. 

This second source of Men, while yet but few. 
And while the dread of judgement past remains 
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 
With some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace j 
Labouring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop. 
Com, wine, and oil 5 and, from the herd or flock. 
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid. 
With large wineofl^ings pour*d, and sacred feast, 

VOL. II. T 

Digitized by Google 



20t PARADISE LOST. book xii. 

Shall spend their days in joy unblam'd j and dwell 
Long time in peace,. by families and tribes^ 
Under paternal rule : till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitious heart j who, not content 
With fab- equality, fraternal state. 
Will arrogate dominion undeserved 
Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concord and love of nature from the earth 5 
Hunting (and men not beasts shall be his game) 
With war, and hostile snare, such as refrise 
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : 
A mighty hunter thence he shall be styl'd 
Before the Lord ; as in despite of Heaven, 
Or from Heaven, claiming second sovranty ; 
And from rebellion shall derive bis name. 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall find 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell ; 
Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to Heavenj 
And get themselves a name j lest, far dispers'd 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost j 
Regardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding soon, 
CJomea down to see their city, ere the to wot 
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Obstruct Heaven-towers ; and in derision sets 
Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase 
Quite out their native language -, and, instead. 
To sow a jai^ling noise of words unknown : 
Forthwith a hideous ^bble rises loud, 
• Among the builders 3 each to other calls 
Not understood ; till hoarse, and all in rage. 
As mock*d they storm : great laughter was in Heaven, 
And looking down, to see the hubbub strange. 
And hear the din : Thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confusion nam'd. 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeas*d. 
O execrable son ! so to aspire 
Above his brethren ; to himself assuming 
Authority usurped, from God not given : 
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl. 
Dominion ab^lute 3 that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
He made not lord ; such tide to himself 
Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on Man 5 to God his jwer intends 
Siege and defiance : Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither, to sustain 
Himself and his rash army j where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross. 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael. Justiy thou abhorr'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 
Such trouble brought, affecting to subdua 
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Rational liberty ; yet know withal^ 

Since thy original lapse, true liberty 

Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 

Twinn*d, and from her hath no dividual being : 

Reason in man obscur'd, or not obey*d. 

Immediately inordinate desires, • 

And upstart passions, catch the govemnseat 

Prom reason ^ and to servitude reduce 

Man, till then free. Therefore, since he peno^ 

Within himself unworthy powers to reign 

Over free reason, God, in judgement just. 

Subjects him from without to violent lords j 

Who oft as imdeservedly enthrall 

His outward freedom ; Tyranny must be j 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 

Yet sometimes nations will decline so low 

From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong. 

But justice, and some fatal curse annexed. 

Deprives them of. their outward liberty; 

Their inward lost : Witness the irreverent son 

Of him who built the ark; who, for the shame 

Done to his father, heard this heavy curse. 

Servant of servants , on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, . 

Still tend from bad to worse ; till God at last. 

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 

His presence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 

And one peculiar nation to select 
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From all the rest, of whom to be invok'd, 
A nation from oae faithful man to spring : 
Him on this side Euphrates yet residing. 
Bred up in idol- worship : O, that men 
(Canst thou believe ?) should be so stupid grown, 

• While yet the patriarch livM, who 'scap'd the flood. 
As to forsake the living Grod, and fall 
To worship their own work in wood and stone 
For Grods ! Yet him God die Most High vouchsafes 
To C9II by vision, from his father's house. 
His kindred, and false Gods, into a land 
Which he will show him ; and from him will raise 
A mighty nation 5 and upon him shower 
His benediction so, that in his seed 
All nations shaD be blest: he straight obeys 5 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes : 
I see him, but thou canst not, w^th what faith 
He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native soil, 
Ur of Chaldaea, passing now the ford 
To Haran ; after him a cumbrous train 
Of herds and flocks, and numerous servitude; 
Not wandering poor, but trusting all his wealth 
With God, who call*d him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains ^ I see his tents 
Pitched about Sechem, and the neighbouring plain 

, Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land. 
From Hamath northward to the Desart south 5 
(Things l}y their names I call, though yet unnam'd j) 
From Heonon east to the great western Sea ; 
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Moimt Hermon, yonder 8^ ; each place behold 

In prospect^ as I point them ; on the shore 

Mount Carmel ; here^ the double-founted stream^ 

Jordan, true limit eastward ^ but his sons 

ShaU dwell to Senk^ that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the earth 

Shall in his seed be blessed : By that seed 

Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 

The Serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 

Plainlier shall be reveal*d. This patriarch blest. 

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 

A son, and of his son a grand-child, leaves 5 

Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown : 

The grand-child, with twelve sons encreas'd, departs 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 

Egypt, divided by the river Nile 3 

See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 

Into the sea : To sojourn in that land 

He comes, invited by a younger son 

In time of dearth 5 a son, whose worthy deeds 

Haise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : There he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation 5 and, now grown. 

Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks 

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 

Too numerous 3 whence of guests he makes them slaves 

Inhospitably, and kills their infant males : 

Till by two brethren (these two brethren call 

Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 

His people from enthrahnent^ they return 
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With glory, and spoil, back to their promis'd land. 
But first, the lawless tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or message to regard. 
Must be compelled by signs and judgements dire -, 
To blood unshed the rivers must be tum'd -, 
Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill 
With loath'd intrusion, and fill all the land j 
His cattle must of rot and murren die 5 
Botches and blains must all his flesh emboss. 
And all his people ; thunder mix'd with hail. 
Hail mix*d with fire, must rend the Egyptian sky. 
And wheel on the earth, devouring where it rolls 5 
What it devours not, herb, or fniit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green j 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days j * 
Last, with one midnight-stroke, all the first-bom 
Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The river-dragon tam'd at length subnuts . 
To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his stubborn heart } but still, as ice 
More hardened after thaw 3 till, in his rage 
Pursuing whom he late dismissed, the sea 
Swallows him with his host ; but them lets pass« 
As on dry land, between two crystal walls 3 
Aw*d by the rod of Moses so to stand 
Divided, till his rescued gain their shore : 
Such wonderous power God to his saint will lend. 
Though present in his Angel 3 who shall go 
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Before them in a doud^ and pillar of fire ; 

By day a cloud, by ni^t a piUar of fire j 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while the obdurate king pursues : 

All night he wdl pursue 5 but his approach 

Darkness defends between till morning watdi ; 

Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 

God looking forth will trouble all his host. 

And craae their chariot-wheels : when by command 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 

Over the sea 5 the sea his rod obeys 5 

On their embattled ranks the waves return. 

And overwhelm their war ; The race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 

Through the wild Desart, not the readiest wzqr; 

Lest, entering on the Canaanite alarmed. 

War terrify them inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, choosing rather 

Inglorious life with servitude 3 for life 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untrained in arms, where rashness leads not on. 

This also diall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderness 5 there they shall found 

Their government, and their great senate choose 

Through the twelve tribes^, to rule by laws ordain*d : 

God from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets* sound. 

Ordain them laws 5 part, 45uch as appertain 

To civil justice 5 part, religious rites 
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Of sacrifice J informing them, by t)'pes 

And shadows, of that destin'd Seed to bruise 

The Serpent, by what means he shall achieve 

Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 

To mortal ear is dreadfiil : They beseech 

That Moses might report to them his will. 

And terrour cease 3 he grants what they besought. 

Instructed that to God is no acc^ess 

Without Mediator, whose high office now 

Moses in figure bears 5 to introduce 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretel. 

And all the Prophets in their age the times 

Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus, laws and rites 

Established, such delight hath God in Men 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 

Among them to set up his tabernacle j 

The Holy One with mortal Men to dwell : 

By his prescript a sanctuary is fram*d 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold j therein 

An ark, and in the ark his testimony. 

The records of his covenant j over these 

A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 

Of two bright Cherubim 5 before him bum 

Seven lamps as in a zodiack representing 

The heavenly fires 5 over the tent a cloud 

Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night 5 

Save when they journey, and at length they come. 

Conducted by his Angel, to the land 

Promis*d to Abraham and his seed: — ^The rest 

Were long to tell 5 bow many l?attles fought} 
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tiow many kings destroy*d; and kingdoms won ; 
Or how the sun shall in mid Heaven stand still 
A day entire^ and night's due course adjourn^ 
Man's voice commanding, *' Sun, in Gibeon standi 
'^ And thou moon in the vale of Aialon, 
*' Till Israel overcome !'* so call the third 
FroQi Abraham, son of Isaac; and from him 
His whole descent, who thus idiall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos*d. O sent^om Heav^i^ 
Enlightener of my darkness, gracious things 
Thou hast reveal'd j those chiefly, which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed : now first I find 
Mine eyes true-opening, and my heart much eas'd -, 
Erewhile pe^iex'd with thoughts, what ijvould become 
Of me and all jnankind : But now I see 
His day, in whom all nations shall be blest; 
Favour unmerited by noe, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth 
So many ^d so various laws are given ; 
So many laws argue so many sins 
Among Aem 5 how can God with fiuch reside ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that un 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot 5 
And therefore was law given them, to evince 
Their natural pravity, by stirring up 
Sin against law to fight : that when they see 
Law can discover sin, but not remove. 
Save by those shadowy expiatiqps weak. 
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The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 

Some blood more precious must be paid for Man ; 

Just for unjust 5 that, in such righteousness 

To them by faith imputed, they may find 

Justification towards God, and peace 

Of conscience 5 which the law by ceremoniei 

Cannot appease 5 nor Man the moral part 

Perform -, and, not performing, cannot live. 

So law appears imperfect 5 and but given 

With purpose to resign them, in full time. 

Up to a better covenant 5 disciplined 

From shadowy types to truth -, from flesh to spirit 5 

From hnposition of strict la^ws to free 

Acceptance of large grace / frb^ servile fear ■ 

To filial J works of law to works of faidi. 

And therefore shall not Moses> though of God 

Highly beloved, being but the minister 

Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call. 
His name and office bearing^ who shall quell 
The adversary-Serpent, and bring back 

Through the world's wilderness long-wander*d Man 

Safe to eternal I^radise of rest. 

Mean while they, in their earthly Canaan plac'd. 

Long time shall dwell and prosper, but when siny 

National interrupt their publick peace. 

Provoking God to raise them enemies 5 

From whom as ofl he saves them penitent 

By Judges first, then under Kings 3 of whom 

The second^ both for piety renown*d 
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And puissant deeds^ a promise shall receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever shall endure ; the like shall sing 

All Prophecy, that of the royal stock 

Of David (so I name this king) shall rise 

A Son, the Woman's seed to thee foretM, 

Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall trust 

All nations -, and to kings foretold, of kings 

The last -, for of his reign shall be no end. 

But first, a long succession must ensue ; 

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom fam'd^ 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

Wandering, shall in a glorious temple enshrine. 

Such follow him, as shall be register*d 

Part good, part bad ; of bad the longer scroll ; 

Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 

Heap*d to the popular sum, will so incense 

God, as to leave them, and expose their land^ 

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark. 

With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'^t 

Lefit in confusion ^ Babylon thence called. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of seventy years 3 then brings them back^ 

Remembering mercy, and his covenant sworn 

To David, stablish'd as the days of Heaven. 

Returned from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God dispos*d, the house of God 

They first re-edify 5 and for a while 

In mean estate live moderate j tiU, gj^mm 
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In wealth and multitiKk^ fectious they grow : 
But first among the priests dissention springs, 
Men who attend the altar, and should most 
Endeavour peace: their strife pollution brings 
Upon the temple itself: at last they seise 
• The sceptre, and regard not David's soosj 
Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 
Anointed King Messiah might be bom 
Barr'd of his rights yet at his birth a star. 
Unseen before in Heaven, proclaims him come y 
And guides the eastern sages, who inquire 
His place, to offer incense, myrrh, and gold : 
His place of birth a solemn Angel tells 
To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night > 
They gladly thither haste, and by a quire 
Of squadron'd Angels hear his carol sung. 
A virgin is his mother, but his sire 
The power of the Most High : He shall ascend 
The ^one hereditary, and bound his reign 
With Earth's wide boimds, his glory with the Heavens. 

He ceas'd, discerning Adam with such joy 
Surcharged, as had like grief been dew*d in tears. 
Without the vent of words 5 which these he breathed. 

O proj^t of glad tidings, finisher 
Of utmost ha^ \ now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have searched in vainj 
Why our great Expectation should be call'd 
The seed of Woman : Virgin Mother, hail. 
High in the love of Heaven 5 yet from my loins 
Thou shall f»roceed^ and from thy womb the Soa 

V 
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Of God MoBt High ^ so God wkh Man uaites* 
Needs mus^ the Serpent now his capital toiise 
Expect with mortal psun : Say where and when 
Their fight^ what stroke shall bruise the victor's he^. 
To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight^ 
As of a duel^ or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : Not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to Godhead^ with more strength to fa^ 
Thy enemy ^ nor so is overcome 
Satan, whose fall from Heaven^ a deadlier bruise^ 
Disabled, not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure« 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works 
In thee, and in thy seed : Nor can this be^ 
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want;, 
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd 
On penalty of death, and suffering death ; 
The penalty to thy transgression due. 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 
So only can high Justice rest appaid. 
The law of God exact he shall fulfil 
Both by obedience and by love, though lov« 
Alone fulfil the law -, thy punishment 
He shall endure, by coming in the fiesh 
To a reproachful life^ and cursed death f 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 
In his redemption 5 and that his obedience. 
Imputed, becomes theirs by fgitlij his merits 
To save them> not their own, though legal, works. 
For this he shall live hated, be blasphemed. 
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Seis'd on bj force, judged, and to death condeiim*d 
A shamefiil and accursed, naiFd to the cross 
By his own nation 5 slain for bringing life : 
But to the cross he nails thy enemies, . 
The law that is against thee, and the sins 
* Of all mankind, with him there crucified. 
Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 
In this his satisfaction 5 so he dies. 
But soon revives 5 Death ovct him no power 
ghall long usurp } ere tlie third dawning light 
Return, the stars of mom shall see him rise 
Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light. 
Thy ransom paid, which Man from death redeems^ 
His death for Man, as many as ofFer'd life 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works : Tins God-like act 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou should*st have died» 
In sin for ever lost from life } this act 
Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength. 
Defeating. Sin and Death, his two main arms 3 
And fix far deeper in his head their stings 
Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's heel. 
Or theirs whom he redeems j a death, like sleep, 
A gentle wafting to immortal life. 
Nor after resurrection shall he stay 
Longer on earth, than certain times to appear 
To his disciples, men who n his life 
Still followed him 5 to them shall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they leam*d 
And his salvation ; them who shall believe 
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Baptizing in the profluent stream^ the sign 

Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 

Pure, and in mind prepar*d^ if so be^^ 

For death, like that which the Redeemer died. 

All nations they shall t^ach 5 for, from that day. 

Not only to the sons of Abraham*s loins 

Salvation shall be preached, but to the sons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world ;» 

So in his seed all nations shall be blest. 

Then to the Heaven of Heavens he shall ascend 

With victory, triumphing throu^ the air 

Over his foes and thine 5 there shall surprise 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all hb realm, and there confounded. leave; 

Then enter into glory, and resume 

His seat at God*s right hand, exalted high 

Above all names in Heaven -, and thence shall come, « 

When this world's dissolution shall be ripe. 

With glory and power to judge both quick and dead j 

To judge the unfaithfrd dead, but to reward 

His faithful, and receive them into bliss. 

Whether in Heaven or Earth j for then the Earth 

Shall all be Paradise, far happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 

So spake the Arch- Angel Michael ; then paus'd, . 
As at the world's great period 5 and our sire. 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus replied. 

O Goodness infinite. Goodness immense I 
That all this good of evil shall produce. 
And evil turn to good ; mcoe wonderful . 
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Than that which by cre^ticoi first brought forth 
Light out of darkness I Full of doubt I stand. 
Whether I should repent me now of sin 
By me done^ and occasioned 3 or rejoice 
Much more^ diat much more good thereof shall spring ; 
To God more glory, more good-will to Men 
FK)in God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But say, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 
Must re-ascend^ what will betide the few 
His faithful, left among the unfaithful herd. 
The enemies of truth ? Who then shall guide 
His people, who defend ? Will they not deal 
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt ? 

Be sure they will, said the Angela but from Heaven 
He to his own a Comforter will send. 
The promise ctf the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit withinHhem ; and the law of £a\th. 
Working through love, upon their hearts shall write. 
To guide them in all truth -, and also arm 
With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts j 
What m&n can do against them, not afraid. 
Though to the deaths against such crueltieg 
With inward consolations recompensed. 
And oft supported so as shall amaze 
Their proudest persecutors : For the Spirit, 
Pour'd first on his Apostles, whom he sends 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
Baptiz'd, shall them with wmideroud gifts endue 
To ^peak all tongues, and do all miracles, 

u3 
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As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from Heaven : At length 

Their ministry performed, and race well run, . 

Their doctrine and their story written left. 

They die 5 but in their room, as they forewarn. 

Wolves shall succeed for teachers^ grievous wolves. 

Who all the sacred mysteries of Heaven 

To their own vile advantages shall turn 

Of lucre and ambition -, and the truth 

With superstitions and traditions taint. 

Left only in those written records pure. 

Though not but by the Spirit vmderstood. 

Then shall they seek to avail themselves of names. 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 

Secular power ; though feigning still to act 

By spiritual, to themselves appropriating 

The Spiritx)f God, promised alike and given 

To all believers 5 and, from that pretence. 

Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 

On every conscience j laws which none shall find . 

Left them inroll'd, or what the Spirit within 

Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 

But force the Spirit of Grace itself, and bind 

His consort Liberty ? what, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to stand. 

Their own faith, not another's ? for, on earth. 

Who against faith and conscience can be heard 

Infallible ? yet many will presume : 

Whence heavy persecution shall arise 
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On all, who in the worship persevere 
Of spirit and truth j the rest, far greater part. 
Will deem in outward rites and specious formsr 
Heligion satisfied 5 Truth shall retire 
Bestuck with slanderous darts, and works of faith 
Barely be found : So shall the world go on. 
To good malignant, to bad men benign -, 
Under her own weight groaning j till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just. 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him so lately promised to thy aid. 
The Woipan*s Seed ; obscurely then foretold. 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord j 
Last, in the clouds, from Heaven to be reveal'd 
In glory of the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world 5 then raise 
From the confiagrant mass, purged and refin*d. 
New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless date. 
Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love j 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss. 
He ended -, and thus Adam last replied. 
How soon hath thy prediction. Seer blest, 
Measur'd this transient world, the race of time. 
Till time stand fix'd ! Beyond is all abyss. 
Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart j 
Greatly in peace of thought 3 and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain^ 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best^ 
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And love with fear the onlj God ; to walk 
As in his presence ; ever to observe 
His providence ; and on him sole depend^ 
Merciful over all his works^ with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by small 
, Accomplishing great things, by things deemed weak 
Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek : that suffering for truth's sake 
Is fortitude to highest victory. 
And, to the faitiifiil, death the gate of life; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest 

To whom thus also the Angel last replied. 
This having learn'd, thou hast attained the sum 
Of wisdom -, hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thou knew*st by name, and all the ethereal powers. 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works. 
Or works of God in Heaven, air, earth, or sea. 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dst. 
And all the rule, one empire 5 only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add feith. 
Add virtue, patience, temperance 5 add love. 
By name to come call'd charity, the soul 
Of all the rest : then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 
A Paradise within thee, happier far. — 
Let us descend now therefore from this top 
Of speculation 5 for the hour precise 
Exacts our parting hence ; and see ! the guards. 
By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 
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Their motion j at whose fhmt a flaming sword^ 
In signal of remove, waves fiercely round : 
We may no longer stay : go, waken Eve 5 
Her also I with gentle dreams have calm'd 
Portending good, and all her spurits composed 
To meek submission : thou, at season fit. 
Let her with thee part^e what thou hast heard ; 
Chiefly, what may concern her faith to know. 
The great deliverance by her seed to come 
(For by the Woman's seed) on all mankind : 
That ye may live, which will be many days. 
Both in one faith unanimous, though sad. 
With cause, for evils past 5 yet much more cheer*d 
With meditation on the happy end. 

He ended, and they both descend the hill ; ^ 
Descended, Adam to the bower, where Eve 
Lay sleeping, ran before j but found her wak'd ; 
And thus with words not sad she him received. 

Whence thou retum'st, and whither went'st, I know; 
For God is also in sleep ; and dreams advise. 
Which he hath sent prc^itious, some great good 
Presaging, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
Wearied I fell asleep : But now lead on ; 
In me is no delays with thee to go. 
Is to stay here > without thee here to stay. 
Is to go hence unwilling > thou to me 
Artall things under Heaven, all places thou. 
Who for my wilful crime art banish'd hence. 
This further consolation yet secure 
I cany hence j though all by me is lost. 
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Such h^nmr I unworthy am voodisaf d; 
By me the Promis*d Seed shall all restore. 

So spake our mother Eve-, and Adam heard 
Well pleas*d^ but answer'd not : For now, too m^ 
Th& Ardi-Angd stood^ and, firom the other hill 
To their fix*d statscm, all in bright array 
The Cherubim descended -, on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening-mist 
Ris*n from a river o*er the marifdi glides. 
And gathers ground fast at the labourer's heel 
Homeward returning. High in firont adv»ic'd, 
The brandished sword of God before them yaz*d. 
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid heat. 
And vapour as the Libyan air adust. 
Began to parch that temperate dime 5 whereat 
In either hand the hastening Angel cau^t 
Our lingering parents, and to the eastern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as fast 
To the subjected plain ; then disappeared. 
They, looking bac^, all the eastern side behdd 
Of Paradise, so late their happy seat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand -, the gate 
With dreadful faces throng'd, and fiery arms: 
Some natural tears they dropt, but wip*d them soon; 
The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide : 
They, hand in hand, with wandering steps and slow. 
Through Eden took their sdiitaiy way. 



d by Google 



THE 

FIRST BOOK 

OF 

PARADISE REGAINED. 



,y Google ^ 



d by Google 



THE ARGUMENT. 

*nie Subject proposed. Invocation of the Holy Spirit<^The 
Poem opens with John baptizing at the river Jordan. Jesus 
coming there is baptized $ and is attested, by the descent of 
the Holy Ghost, and by a voice from Heaven, to be the 
Son of God. Satan, who is present, upon this immediately 
flies up into the regions of the air : where, summoning his 
Infernal Council, he acquaints them with his apprehensions 
that Jesus is that seed of the Woman, destined to destroy 
all their power, and points out to them the immediate ne- 
cessity of bringing the matter to proof, and of attempting^ 
by snares and fraud, to counteract and defeat the person, 
from whom they have so much to dread. This office he 
offers himself to undertake ; and, his offer being accepted, 
sets out on his enterprise^ — ^In the mean time God, in the 
assembly of holy Angels, declares that he has given up his 
Son to be tempted by Satan ; but foretds that the Tempter 
shall be completely defeated by him:^upon which the 
Angels sing a hymn of triumph. Jesus is led up by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, while he is meditating on the 
commencement of his great office of Saviour of Mankind. 
Pursuing his meditations he narrates, in a soliloquy, what 
divine and philanthropick impulses he had felt from his 
early youth, and how his mother Mary, on perceiving 
these dispositions in him, had acquainted him with the 
circumstances of his birth, and informed him that he was 
no less a person than the Son of God; to which he adds 
what his own inquiries and reflections had supplied in con- 
firmation of this great truth, and particularly dwells on th« 
recent attestation of it at the river Jordan. Our Lord 
passes forty days, fasting, in the wilderness ; where the wild 
beasts become mild and harmless in his presence. Satan 
now appears under the form of an old peasant ; and enters 
i nto discourse with our Lord, wondering what could have 
brought him alone into so dangerous a place, and at the 
same time professing to recognize him for the person lately 
acknomdedged by John, at the river Jordan* to be the Son 
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of God. Icfot briefly replies. $aton rejoins with a descripf 
tion of the difficulty of supporting life in the wilderness; 
and entreats Jesus, if he be really the Son of God, to mani- 
fest his divine power, by changing some of the stones into 
bread. Jesus reproves him, and at the san;e time tells him 
that he knows who he is. Satan instantly avows himself, 
and offers an artful apology for himself and his conduct. 
Our blessed Lord severely reprimands him, and refutes 
every part of his justification. Satan, with much semUance 
of humility, still endeavours to justify himsdf ; and, pro- 
fessing his admiration of Jesus and his regard for virtue, re- 
quests to be permitted at a future time to hear more of his 
conversation ; but is answered, that this must be as ^ shall 
find permission from above. Satan diea disappears, and 
the Book closes with a short description of n^j^ coming 
on ni the desart 
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BOOK I. 



I, who ere while the happy garden sung 

By one Man's disobedience lost, now sing 

Recover*d Paradise to all manldnd. 

By one Man's firm obedience fully tried 

Through all temptation^ and the Tempter foil'd 

In aM his;wdles, defeated and repuls*d^ 

And Eden rais'd in the waste wilderness. 

Thou Spirit, who ledst this glorious eremite 
Into the desart, his victorious field. 
Against the spiritual fi)e, and brought*st him thence 
By proof the undoubted Son of God, inspire. 
As thou art wont, my prompted song, else mute. 
And bear, through highth or depth of Nature's bounds. 
With prosperous wing fiill summ'd, to tell of deeds 
Above heroick, though in secret done. 
And unrecorded left through many an age ; 
Worthy to have not remaih'd so long unsung. 

Now had the great Proclaimer, with a voice 
More awful than the sound of trumpet, cried 
Repentance, and Heaven's kingdom nigh at hand 
To all baptiz'd-: To his great baptism flock'd 
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With awe the regions rounds and widi them came 
From Nazareth the son of Joseph deem*d 
To the flood Jordan; came, as then obscure, 
Unmark'd, unknown j but him the Baptist soon 
Descried, divinely wam'd, and witness bore 
As to his worthier, and would have resigned 
To him his heavenly office ; nor was long 
His witness unconfirmed : On him baptiz*d 
Heaven open*d, and in likeness of a dove 
The Spirit descended, while die Father's voice 
From Heaven pronounc'd him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adversary, who, roving still 
About the world, at that assembly fam*d 
Would not be last, and, with die voice divine 
Nigh thunder-struck, the exalted Man, to whom 
Such high attest was given, a while surveyed 
With wonder J then, with envy fraught and r^e> 
Flies to his place, nor rests, but in mid air 
To counsel summons all his mighty peers. 
Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involved, 
A gloomy consistory j and them amidst. 
With looks aghast and sad, he thus bespake. 

O ancient Powers of air, and this wide world, 
(For much more willingly I mention air. 
This our old conquest, than remember Hell, 
Our hated habitation,) well ye know 
How many ages, as the years of men. 
This universe we have possess' d, and rul*d. 
In manner at our will, the affairs of earth. 
Since Adam and his facile consort Eve 
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Lost Paradise, deceived by me 5 though since 
With dread attending when that fatal Wound 
Shall be inflicted by the seed of Eve 
Upon my head. Long the decrees of Heaven 
Delay, for longest time to him is short 5 
And now, too soon for us, the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compass'd, wherein we 
Must bide the stroke of that long-threaten'd, wound, 
(At least if so we can, and by the head 
Broken ^e not intended all our power 
To be infringed, our freedom and our being. 
In this fair empire won of earth and air,) 
For this ill news I bring, the Woman's Seed, 
Destin'd to this, is late of Woman bom. 
His birth to our just fear gave no small cause : 
But his growth now to youth's fiill flower, displaying 
All virtue, grace, and wisdom to achieve 
Things highest, greatest, multiplies my fear. 
Before him a great Prophet, to proclahn 
His coming, is sent harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the consecrated stream 
Pretends to wash off sin, and fit them, so 
Purified> to receive him pure, or rather 
To do him honour as their king : All come; 
And he himself among thejn was baptiz'd^ 
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The testimony of Heaven, that who he is 
Thenceforth the nations may not doubt 3 I saw 
The Prophet do him reverence 5 on him, rising 
Out of the Mrater> Heaven above die clouds 

x3 
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Unfold her crystal doors 5 thence on his head 

A perfect dove descend, (whatever it meant,) 

And out of Heaven the sovran voice I heard, 

*' This is my Son belov'd, in him am pleas'd/* 

His mother dien is mortal, but his Sire 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven : 

And what will he not do to advance his Son ? 

His first-begot we know, and sore have felt. 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep : 

Who this is we must learn, for Man he seems 

In all his lineaments, though in his &ce 

The glimpses of his Father's glory shine. 

Ye see our danger on the utmost edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate. 

But must with something sudden be opposed, 

(Not force, but well-couch'd firaud, weU-woven snares,) 

Ere in the head of nations he appear. 

Their king, their leader, and supreme on earth. 

I, when no other durst, sole undertook 

The dismal expedition to find out 

And ruin Adam 5 and the exploit perfcHin'd 

Successfully : a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me ; and the way, found prosperous once. 

Induces best to hope of like success. 

He ended, and his words impression left 
Of much amazement to the infernal crew. 
Distracted and surpris'd with deep dismay 
At these sad tidings 5 but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 
Unanimous they all commit the ca^e » 
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And management of this main enterprise 
To him, their great dictator, whose attempt 
At first against mankind so well had thrived 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From Hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in light. 
Regents, and potentates, and kings, yea Gods, 
Of many a pleasant realm and province wide. 
So to the coast of Jordan he directs 
•His easy steps, girded with snaky wiles. 
Where he might likeliest find this new-declar'd. 
This Man of men, attested Son of God, 
Temptation and all guile on him to try i 
So to subvert whom he suspected rais'd 
To end his reign on earth, so long enjoy'd : 
But, contrary, unweeting he fiilfill'd 
The purpos'd counsel, pre-ordain'd and fix'd. 
Of the Most High 5 who, in full frequence bright 
Of Angels, thus to Gabriel smiling spake. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou shalt behold. 
Thou and all Angels conversant on earth 
With man or men's aflfairs, how I begin 
To verify that solemn message, late 
On which I sent thee to the Virgin pure 
In Galilee, that she should bear a son. 
Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God 5 
Then told'st her, doubting how these things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her should come 
The Holy Ghost, and the power of the Highest 
O'ershadow her. This Man, bom and now upgrown. 
To show him worthy of his birth divhie 
And high {prediction, henceforth I expose 
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To Satan -, let him tempt, and now assay 

His utmost subtlety, because he boasts 

And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 

Of his apostasy : he might have learnt 

Less overweening, since he ^*d in Job^ 

Whose constant perseverance overcame 

Whate*er his cruel malice could invent. 

He now shall know I can produce a Man^ 

Of female seed, far abler to resist 

All his solicitations, and at length 

All his vast force, and drive him back to Hell ; 

Winning, by conquest, what the first Man lost. 

By fallacy surpris'd. But first I mean 

To exercise him in the wilderness 5 

There he shall first lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfere, ere I send him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes. 

By humiliation and strong sufferance : 

His weakness shall o*ercome Satanick strength. 

And all the world, and mass of sinful fiesh. 

That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 

They now, and Men hereafter, may discern. 

From what consummate virtue I have chose 

This perfect Man, by merit call'd my Son, 

To earn salvation for the sons of men. 

So spake the Eternal Father, and all Heaven 
Admiring stood a space, dien into hymns 
Burst forth, and in celestial measures mov'd. 
Circling the throne and singing, while the hand 
Sung with the voice, and this the argument. 

Victory a&d triumph to the Son of God, 
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Now entering his great dud, not of arms. 
But to vanquish by wisdom hellish wiles ! 
The Father knows the Son ; therefore secure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untried. 
Against whatever may tempt, whate'er seduce. 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 
Be frustrate, all ye stratagems of Hell, 
And, devilish machinations, come to nought ! 

So they in Heaven their odes and vigils tun^*d : 
Mean while the Son of Gk)d, who yet some days 
Lodg'd in Bethabara, where John baptiz'd. 
Musing, and much revolving in his breast. 
How best the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way first 
Publish his Grod-like office now mature. 
One day forth walked alone, the Spirit leading 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converse 
With solitude, till, far from track of men, 
Thought fiDllowing thought, and step by step led on. 
He entered now the bordering desart wild. 
And, with dark shades and rocks environed round. 
His holy meditations thus pursued. 

O, what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awakened in me swarm, while I consider 
What firom within I feel myself, and hear 
What firom without comes often to my ears, 
HI sorting with my present state compared ! 
When I was yet a child, no chUdish play 
To me was pleasing ; all my mind was set 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
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What ini^t be publick good -, mjfidf I thought 

Born to that end^ bom to promote all truths 

All righteous things : therefore^ above my years; 

The law of (jod I read^ and found it sweet. 

Made it my whole delight^ and in it grew 

To such perfection, that, ere yet my age 

Had measured twice six years, at our great feast 

I went into the temple, there to hear 

The teachers of our law, and to propose 

What might improve my knowledge or their own j 

And was admir*d by all : yet this not all 

To which my spirit aspir'dj victorious deeds 

Flam'd in my heart, herbick acts ; one while 

To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke. 

Then to subdue and quell, o'er all the earth. 

Brute violence and proud tyrannick power. 

Till truth were freed, and equity restored : 

Yet held it more humane, more heavenly, first 

By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 

And make persuasion do the work of fear j 

At' least to try, and teach the erring soul. 

Not wilfully misdoing, but unware 

Misled -f the stubborn only to subdue. 

These growing thoughts my mother soon perceivings 

By words at times cast forth, inly rejoic'd. 

And said to me apart, ^' High are thy thoughts, 

*' O Son, but nourish them, and let them soar 

" To what highth sacred virtue and true worth 

'' Can raise them, though above example high ; 

'* By matchless deeds express thy matchless Sire; 
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'* For know, thon art no son of mortal man j 

'^ Though men esteem thee low of parentage, 

'^ Thy father b the Eternal King who rules 

*' All Heaven and Earth, Angels and sons of men j 

*' A messenger from God foretold thy birth 

'* Conceived in me a vir^n j he foretold, 

'' Thon should'st be great, and sit on David's throne, 

'* And of thy kingdom there shovdd be no end. ' 

*' At thy nativity, a glorious quire 

*' Of Angels, in the fields of Bethlehem, sung 

" To shepherds, watching at their folds by night, 

^' And told them the Messiah now was bom, 

'^ Where they might see him, and to thee they came, 

'* Directed to the manger where thou lay^st, 

" For in the inn was left no better room : 

*' A star, not seen before, in Heaven appearing, 

*' Guided the wise men thidier from the east, 

'' To honour thee with incense, myrrh, and gold 5 

*' By whose bright course led on they found die place, 

" Affirming it thy star, new-graven in Heaven, 

*' By which they knew die King of Israel bom. 

" Just Simeon and propheticfc Anna, wam*d 

*' By vision, found thee in the temple, and spake, 

'* Before the altar and the vested priest, 

'^ Like things of thee to all that present stood." — 

This having heard, straight I again revolv'd 

The Law and Prophets, searching what was writ 

Concerning the Messiah, to our scribes 

Known pardy, dod soon found, of whom they spake 

I am i this chiefly, that my way must lie 
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Throtlgh manj a hard assay^ eveii to the deatb> 

Ere I the promis*d kmgdom can attain^ 

Or work redemption for mankind^ whose sin« 

Full weight must be transferred upon my head. 

Yet, neither thas dishearten'd or dismay'd. 

The time prefix'd I waited j when behold 

The Baptist^ (of whose birth I oft had heard> 

Not knew by sight,) now come^ who was to come 

Before Messiah, and his way prepare ! 

I, as all others, to his bs^tism came. 

Which I believ'd was from above j but he 

Straight knew me, and with loudest voice proclaim'd 

Me him, (for it was shown him so from Heaven,) 

Me him, whose harbinger he was 5 and first 

Eefris*d on me his baptism to confer. 

As much his greater, and was hardly won : 

But, as I rose out of the laving stream. 

Heaven opened her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spirit descended on me like a dove f 

And last, the sum of all, my Father's voice. 

Audibly heard from Heaven, pronounced me hisj 

Me his beloved Son, m whom alone 

He was well pleas*d ^ by which I knew the time 

Now full, that I no more should live obscure. 

But openly begin, as best becomes. 

The authority which I deriv'd firom Heaven. 

And now by some strong motion I am led 

Into this wilderness, to what intent 

I learn not yet -, perhaps I need not Imow, 

For what concerns my knowledge God revealii% 
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So spake our Morning-Star, then in bis rise. 
And, looking round, on every side beheld 
A pathless desart, dusk with horrid shades ; 
The way he came not having mark*d, return 
Was dif&cult, by human steps untrod ; 
And he still on was led, but with such thoughts 
Accompanied of things past and to come 
Lodg*d in his breast, as well might recommend 
Such solitude before choicest society. 
Full forty days he pass'd, wiiether on hill 
Sometimes, anon on shady vale, each night 
Under the covert of some ancient oak 
Or cedar to defend him from the dew. 
Or harbour'd in one cave, is not reveal'd 5 
Nor tasted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till those days ended -, hungered then at last 
Among wild beasts : they at his sight grew mild. 
Nor sleeping him nor waking harm'dj his walk 
The fiery serpent fled and noxious worm. 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in rural weeds, 
Following, as seem'd, the quest of scwne stray ewe. 
Or withered sticks to gather, which might serve 
Against a winter's day, when winds blow keen. 
To warm him wet returned from field at eve. 
He saw approach, who first with curious eye 
Perus'd him, then with words thus utter'd spake. 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So fax from path or road of men, who past 
In troop or carava^ ? for single none 
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Durst ever, who retum'd, and drc^t not here 

His carcass, pin*d with hunger and with droath. 

I ask the rather, and the more admire. 

For that to me thou seem'st the Man, whcnn late 

Our new baptizing Prc^het at the ford 

Of Jordan honoured so, and call'd thee Son 

Of God : I saw and heard, for we sometimes 

Who dwell this wild, constrain'd by want, oxne forth 

To town or village nigh, (nighest is far,) 

Where aught we hear, and curious are to hear 

What happens new ^ fame also finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither. 
Will bring me hence 3 no other guide I seek. 

By miracle he may, replied the swain j 
What other way I see not ; for we here 
Live on tough roots and stubs, to thirst inur'd 
More than the camel, and to drink go fiur. 
Men to much misery and hardship bom : 
But, if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of these hard stones be made thee bread. 
So shalt thou save thyself, and us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched seldom taste. 

He ended, and the Son of God replied. 
Think*st thou such force in bread ? Is it not written, 
(For I discern thee other than thou seem'st,) 
Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 
Our fathers here with manna ? In the mount 
Moses was forty days, nor eat, nor drank f 
And forty days Elijah, without food. 
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Wander'd this barrel waste 5 the same I now : 
Why dost thou then suggest to me distrust. 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ? 
Whom thus answer'd the Arch-Fiend, now undis- 
guised. 
' *Tis true I am that Spirit unfortunate. 
Who, leagued with millions mor^ in rash revdt. 
Kept not my happy station, hut was driven 
With th^n from bliss to the bottomless deep. 
Yet to that hideous place not so confined 
By rigour unconniving, but that oft. 
Leaving my dolorous prison, I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth. 
Or range in the air 5 nor from the Heaven of Heaveas 
Hath he excluded my resort sometimes. 
I came among the sons of God, when he 
Grave up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him and illustrate, his high worth ^ 
And, when to all his Angels he proposed 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramot^, they demurring, 
I undertook that office, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering prophets glibb*d with lies 
To his destruction, as I had in charge 5 
For what he bids I do. Though I have lost 
Much lustre of my native brightness, lost 
To be belov'd of God, I have not lost 
To love, at least contemplate and adnure, 
"What I see excellent in good, or fair. 
Or virtuous > I should so have lost all sense : 
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What can be then less in me than desire 

To see thee and approach thee^ whom I know 

Declared the Son of God, to hear attent 

Thy wisdom, and behold thy God-like deeds ? 

Men generally think me much a foe 

To all mankind : why should I ? they to me 

Never did wrong or violence ; by them 

I lost not what I lost, rather by them 

I gained what I have gained, and with them dwell. 

Copartner in these regions of the world. 

If not disposer 5 lend diem oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by presages and signs. 

And answers, oracles, portents and dreams. 

Whereby they may direct their future life. 

Envy they say excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my misery and woe. 

At first it may be 5 but, long since with woe 

Nearer acquainted, now I feel, by proof. 

That fellowship in pain divides not smart. 

Nor lightens aught each man*s peculiar load. 

Small consolation then, were man ad]oin*d : 

This wounds me most, (what can it less ?) that Man, 

Man fall'n shall be restored, I never more. 

To whom our Saviour sternly thus replied. 
Deservedly thou griev'st, composed of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end j 
Who boast*st release from Hell, and leave to come 
Into the Heaven of Heavens : Thou com*st indeed^ 
As a poor miserable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had sat 
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Among the prime in spkadour^ now depos*d^ 
Ejected^ emptied^ gaz'd, unpitied^ shunn'd^ 
A spectacle of ruin^ ior c£ scom^ 
To all the host of Heavien : The happy place 
Imparts >to thee no happin^s^ no joy^ 
Rather Inflames thy torment ; representing 
Lost bliss^ to thee no more communicate^ 
So never more in Hell than when in Heaven. 
But thou art serviceable to Heav^*8 King. 
Wilt thou impute to obedience what thy fear 
Extorts^ or pleasure to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to misdeem 
Of righteous Job, then cruelly to afflict him 
With all inflictions ? but his patience won. 
The other service was thy chosen task. 
To be a liar in four hundred mouths ) 
For lying is thy sustenance, thy food. 
Yet thou pretend'st to truth 5 all oracles 
By thee are given, and what confessed more true 
Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft. 
By mixing somewhat true to vent more lies. 
But what have been thy answers, what but dark. 
Ambiguous, and with double sense deluding. 
Which they who ask'd have seldom understood. 
And not well undi^stood as good not known ? 
Who ever by consulting at thy shrine 
Retum*d the wiser, or the more instruct. 
To fly or follow what conoem'd him most 
And run not sooner to his fatal snare ? 
For God hath jusdy given the nad<Hi6 up 
To thy delusions ; justly, siaoe they feU 
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Idolatrous : but, when his purpose is 

Among them to declare his providence 

To thee not known, whence hast thou then thy truth. 

But from him, or his Angels president 

In every province, who, themselves disdaining 

To approach thy temples, give thee in command 

What, to the smallest tittle, thou shalt say 

To thy adorers ? Thou, with tremblmg fear. 

Or like a fawning parasite, obe/st : 

Then to thyself ascrib'st the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory shall be soon retrenched -, 

No more shalt thou by oracling abuse 

The Gentiles 5 henceforth oracles are ceas'd. 

And thou no more with pomp and sacrifice 

Shalt be inquir'd at Delphos, or elsewhere 5 

At least in vain, for they shall find thee mute. 

God hath now sent his living oracle 

Into the world to teach his final will. 

And sends his Spirit of truth henceforth to dweU 

In pious hearts, an inward oracle 

To an truth requisite for men to know. 

So spake our Saviour 5 but the subtle Fiend 
Though inly stung with anger and disdain. 
Dissembled, and this answer smooth returned. 
Sharply thou hast insisted on rebuke. 
And urg'd me hard with domgs, which not ^ifl 
But misery hath wrested from me. Where 
Easily canst thou find one miserable. 
And not enforc'd oft-times to part from truth 
If It may stand him more in stead to lie 
Say and unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure ?' 
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But thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord j 

From thee I can, and must submiss, endure. 

Check or reproof, and glad to 'scape so quit. 

Hard are the ways of tnith, and rough to walk. 

Smooth on the tongue discoursed, pleasing to the ear. 

And tuneable as sylvan pipe or song 5 

What wonder then if I delight to hear 

Her dictates from thy mouth ? Most men admire 

Virtue, who follow not her lore : permit me 

To hear thee when I come, (since no man comes,) 

And talk at least, though I despair to attain. 

Thy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure. 

Suffers the hypocrite or atheous priest 

Tq tread his sacred courts, and minister 

About his altar, handling holy things. 

Praying or vowing 5 and vouchsaf 'd his voice 

To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 

Inspired : disdain not such access to me. 

To whom our Saviour, with unaltered brow : 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy scope, 
I bid not, or forbid 3 do as thou find'st 
Permission from above 5 thou canst not more. 

He added not ; and Satan, bowing low 
His gray dissimulation, disappeared 
Into thin air difRis*d : for now began 
Night with her sullen wings to double-shade 
The desart j fowls in their clay nests were couch'd -, 
And now wild beasts came forth the woods to loam* 
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THB ARGUMENT. 

The Disciples of Jesiu, uneasy at his long absence, reason 
amongst themselves concerning it. Mary also gives vent 
to her maternal anxiety: in the expression of which she 
recapitulates many circiunstances respecting the birth and 
early life of her Son. — Satan again meets his Infernal Coun- 
cil, reports the bad success of his first temptation of our 
Blessed Lord, and caUs upon them for counsel and assist- 
ance. 3«lial proposes the tempting of Jesus with women. 
Satan rebukes Belial for Ms dissoluteness, charging on him 
all the profligacy of that kind ascribed by the poets to the 
Heathen Gods» and rejects his proposal as in no req>ect 
likely to succeed. Satan then suggests other tnodes of 
temptation, particularly proposing to avail himself of the 
circumstance of our Lord*s hungering; and, taking a band 
of chosen Spirits with him, returns to resume his enter* 
prise. — Jesus hungers in the desart^— Night comes on ; the 
manner in which our Saviour passes the night is described. 
—Morning advances. — Satan again appears to Jesus, and, 
after expressing wonder that he should be so entirely ne- 
glected in the wilderness, where others had been mira- 
culously fed, tempts him with a sumptuous banquet of the 
most luxurious kind. This he rejects, and the banquet va- 
mshes.«-Satan, finding our Lord not to be assailed on the 
ground of appetite, tempts him again by ofiering him ri^es, 
as the means of acquiring power : This Jesus also rejects, 
producing many instances of great actions performed by 
persons under virtuous poverty, and specifying the danger 
of riches, and the cares and piaios inseparable from power 
and greatness. 
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Mean while the new-baptli&'d^ who jet remained 

At Jordan with the B^ist^ and had ^een 

Him whom they he^d so late expressly called 

Jesus Messiah^ Son of God dedar*d. 

And on that high authority had believ'd. 

And with him talk*d> and with him lodg*d 5 I mean 

Andrew and Simon^ i^mous after known^ 

With others though in Holy Wrh not nam'd 5 

Now missing him, Aeir joy so lately founds 

(So lately found, and so abruptly gone,) 

Began to doubt, and doubted many days^ 

And, as the days encreas'd, encreas*d their doubt. 

Sometimes they thought he might be only shown. 

And for a time caught up to God, as once 

Moses was m the mount and missing long. 

And thereat Thisbite, who on fiery wheels 

Rode up to Heaven, yet once again to come : 

Therefore, as those young prophets then with care 

Sought lost Elijah, so in each place these 

]Nigh to Bethabara, in Jerichp 

The city of palms^ udSnon^ and Salem old^ 
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Machseras^ and each town or city wall*d 
On this side the broad lake Genezaret^ 
Or in Peraea ; but returned in vain. 
Then on the bank of Jordan^ by a creeks 
Wliere winds with reeds and osiers whispering plaf^ 
Plain fishermen, (no greater men them call,) 
Close in a cottage low together got. 
Their unexpected loss and plaints out breath'd 
Alas, fiiom what high hope to what relapse 
Unlook*d for are we MVn ! our eyes beheld 
Messiah certainly now come, so long 
Expected of our fathers ; we have beard 
His words, his wisdom full of grace and truth- j 
Now, now, for sure, deliverance is at band. 
The kingdom shall to Israel be restored ; 
Thus we rejoic'd, but soon our joy is tum'd 
Into perplexity and new amaze: 
For whither is he gone, what accident 
Hath rapt him firom us ? will he now retire 
After appearance, and again prolong 
Our expectation ? God of Israel, 
Send thy Messiah forth, the time is come ; 
Behold the kings of the earth, how they qppresH 
Thy chosen ; to what highth their power unjust 
They have exalted, and behind them cast 
All fear of thee ; arise, and vindicate 
Thy glory ; free thy people from their yoke. 
But let us wait ; thus far he hath perfbrm*d. 
Sent his Anointed^ and to us reveal*d him. 
By his great Plrophet, pointed at and shown 
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In publick^ and with him we have convers'd ; 
Let us be glad of this^ and all our fears 
Lay on his Providence -, he will not fail. 
Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall. 
Mock us with his blest sight, then snatch him lience ; 
Boon we shall see our Hope, our Joy, return. 

Thus they, out of their plaints,, new hope resume 
To £nd whom at the first they found unsought : 
But, to his mother Mary, when she saw 
Others returned £rom Baptism, not her son. 
Nor lefl at Jordan, tidings of him none. 
Within her breast thov^h calm, her breast though 

pure. 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus clad. 

O, what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceiv*d of God, or that salute, 
*' Hail highly favour'd, among women blest !" 
While I to sorrows am no less advanced. 
And fears as eminent, above the lot 
Of other women, by the birth I bore 5 
In such a season bom, when scarce a shed 
Could be obtained to shelter him or me 
From the bleak air > a stable was our warmth, 
A manger his ', yet soon enforc*d to fly 
Thence into Egypt, till the murderous king 
Were dead, who sought his life, and missing filled 
With infent blood the streets of Bethlehem -, 
From Egypt home retum'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years -, his life { 

z 
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Private^ inactive, caim> contemplatire^ 

Little suspicious to any king ; but now^ 

Full grown to man> admowledg^d^ as I hear. 

By John the Baptist, and hi publtck shown. 

Son own'd from Heaven by his Fadier's voice, 

I looked for some great change 5 to honour ? no. 

But trouble, as old Simeon plain fbrete^. 

That to thei £aiQ, and rising he should be 

Of many in Israel, and to a sign 

Spoken against, that through my very sonl 

A sword shall pierce : Hiis is my &vottr*d lot. 

My exaltation to afflictions hi^ 1 

Afflicted I may be, it seems, and blest 5 

I will not argue that, nor will repine. 

But where delays he now ? some great intent 

Conceals him : When twelve years he scarce had seen, 

I lost him, but so found, as well I saw 

He could not lose himself, but went about 

His Father's business f what he meant I mus*d. 

Since understand ; much more his abs^ce now 

Thus long to some great purpose he obscures. 

But I to wait with patt^ice am inuifd ; 

My heart hath been ai store-house long of things 

And sayings laid up^ portending strange events. 

Thus Mary, pondering oft, and oft to mind 
Recalling what rem^kably had passed 
Since first her salutation heard, with thought^ - 
Meekly compos'd awaited the h:tlffllkig : 
The while her Son, tracing the desart wild^ 
Sole^ but with holiest meditations fed/ 
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Into himself descended^ and at once 

All his great work to come before him ^ot i 

How to begiD> how to accon^lish best 

His end of being on earthy and mission high : 

For Satan, with «ly preface to return. 

Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone 

Up to the middle region of thick air. 

Where all his potentates in cooncil sat ; 

There, without sign of boast, or sign of joy. 

Solicitous and blank, he thus began. 

Princes, Heaven's aacMsnt Sons, ethereal Thrones ; * 
Demonian Spirits now, from the dement 
Each of his reign allotted> rightUer call*d 
Powers of £re, air, wat^, and earth beneath, 
(So may we hold our place and these mild seatft 
Without new trouble,) such an enemy 
Is risen to invade us, who no less 
Threatens than our expiUsion down to Hell i 
I, as I undertook^ and with the vote 
Consenting in full frequence was impower*d^ 
Have found him, view*d him, tasted him> but find 
Far other labour to be undergone 
Than when I dealt with Adam, first of Men, 
Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell^ 
However to this Man inferiour £Eur; 
If he be Man by mother's side, at least 
With more than human gifts from Heaven adom'd. 
Perfections absolute, graces diviae. 
And amplitude of mind to greatest deeds. 
Therefore I am returned, lest confidence 
Of my success with Eve in Paradise 
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Deceive ye to persoasion over-sure 
Of like succeeding here : I summon all 
Rather to be in readiness, with hand 
Or counsd to assist j lest I, who erst 
Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd. 

So spake the old Serpent, doubting ; and from all 
With clamour was assured their utmost aid 
At his command : when from amidst them rose 
Belial, the dissolutest Spirit that fell. 
The sensuallest, and, afrer Asmodai, 
The fleshliest Incubus 3 and thus advis*d. 

Set women in his eye, and in his waUc, 
Among daughters of men the fairest found : 
Many are in each region passing fair 
As the noon sky ; more like to Goddesses 
Than mortal creatures, gracefld and discreet. 
Expert in amorous arts, enchanting tongues 
Persuasive, virgin majesty with mild 
And sweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach. 
Skilled to retire, and, in retiring, draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the power to soften and tame 
Severest temper, smooth the rugged'st brow, 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope dissolve. 
Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
^t will the manliest, resolutest breast. 
As the magnetick hardest iron draws. 
Women, when nothing else, beguU'd the heart 
Of wisest Solomon, and made him build. 
And made him bow, to the Gods of his wives. 

To whom quick answer Satan thus return*d. 
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Belial, in much uneven scale thou weigh*st 
All others by thyself 5 because of old 
Hiou thyself doat^dst on womaii^nd, admiring 
Their shape, their colour, and attractive grace. 
None are, thou think'st^ but taken with such toys. 
BefQte the Flood thou wkh thy lusty crew. 
False titled sons of God, roaming the earth 
Cast wanton eyes on the daughters of men. 
And coupled with them, and begot a race. 
Have we not seen, fx by relation heard^ 
In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'st;. 
In wood or g^oye, by mossy fountaia sidej 
In valley or greeD meadow, to way-lay 
S<Hoe beauty r^re, Caliato, Oymene, 
Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 
Or AmymofiiSj Syrinx, many more 
Too long, then lay*st thy scapes on names ad(»r*d, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jufaitear, or F«i, 
Satyr, or Faun, or Sylvan ^ £ut these haunts 
Delight not all ; among the aons of men. 
How many have with a smile made small s^oHint 
Of Beauty aad her lures, easily scarn*d 
All her assaults, pn worthier things inl^ent ! 
Bemember that Pellean conquerour^ 
A youth, how all the beauties of the East 
He slightly view'd, and slightly overpassed j 
How he, surnam*d of Africa, dismissed. 
In his prime youth, ike fiur Iberian maid. 
For Solq|kn(;«], he liv*d at ease, iind fall 
Of hdnour,w<edth> high fere, ako'dnptbqrond . .! 
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Higher design than to enjc^ his state ; 
Thence to the bait of women lay exposed : 
But he, whom we attempt, is wiser hr 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind. 
Made and set wholly on the accomplishment 
Of greatest things. What woman will you find. 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame. 
On whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye 
Of fond desire ? Or should she, confident. 
As sitting queen ador*d on Beauty's throne. 
Descend with idl her winning charms begirt 
To enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrou^t that efiect on Jove, so fiibles tell ; 
How would one look from his majestick Inrow, 
Seated as on the top of Virtue's hill. 
Discountenance her despis*d, and put to rout 
All her array -, her female pride deject. 
Or turn to reverent awe ! for Beauty stands 
In the admiration only of weak minds 
Led captive 5 cease to admire, and all her plumes 
Fall flat, and shrink iiito a trivial toy. 
At every sudden slighting quite abaish'd. 
Therefore with manlier objects we must try 
His constancy > with such as have more show 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular fuiaise. 
Rocks, whereon greatest men have <^bst wreck*d| 
Or that which only seems to satisfy 
Lawful desires of nature, not beyond; 
And now I know he hungers, where no food 
3i to be found, in the wide wilderness : 
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The rest commit to me ; I shall let pass 
No advantage, and his strength as oft assay. 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud declaim j 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band 
Of Spirits, likest to himself in guile. 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 
If cause were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons, each to know his part : 
Then to the desart takes with these his flight ; 
Where, still from shade to shade, the Son of God 
After forty days fasting had remained. 
Now hungering first, and to himself thus said. 

Where will this end ? four times ten days IVe pass*d 
Wandering this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tasted, nor had appetite 5 that fest 
To vhtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I suffer here j if nature need not. 
Or Grod support nature without repast 
Though needing, what praise is it to endure ? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks j yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other way. 
Though hunger still remain : so it remain 
Without this body's wasting, I content me. 
And from the sting of famine fear no harm ; 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts^ that feed 
M« hungering more to do my Father's will. 

It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 
Conunun*d in silent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hospitable covert nigh 
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Of trees thick iaterwoiren ; there he depk^ 

And dream' d, as appetite is wont to dream. 

Of meats and drinks^ natiLre*s refreshment sweet : 

Him thought^ he by the brook of Cherith stood. 

And saw the ravens with their h<»iiy beaks 

Food to Elijah bringing, even and mom. 

Though ravenous, taught to abstain from ixdiat they 

brought : 
He saw the Prophet £dso, how he fled 
Into tbedesart, and how there he sl^t 
Under a juniper 3 then iiow awak*d 
He found his supper on the coals prepared. 
And by the Angel was bid idse and eat. 
And eat the «econd time after repose. 
The strength whweof sufficed him forty days: 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partool^ 
Or as a guest with Daniel at his |>uke. 
Thus wore out night j and now the 4iendd lark 
Left his ground-nest, high towering to descry 
The Mom's ^proach, and greet her with this song : 
A3 lightly from his grassy couch up rose 
Our Saviour, and ^und all was but a^ream $ 
Fasting he went to rsleep,,and^festiAg wgk'd. 
Up to a hill .anon his ^teps lie rear'd. 
From whose high^tpp to ton Uie^prospect rouncl, 
If cottage were in view, ^heep-cote, K)r hecd^ 
But cottage, Jiejfd, or 'sheqp-ootq, none he saw^ 
Only in a bottom f»aw.a pleasant groves 
With 9hant of innefU lairds resounding Joi«l: 
Thither he bent his iRaji^4etermin*d thoi^ 
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To rest at noon^ and entered soon the shade 
High-roofd^and walks beneath, and alleys brown. 
That open'd in the midst a woody scene j 
Nature*s own work it seem'd. Nature taught Art, 
And, to a superstitious eye, the haunt 
OfWood-GodsandWood-Nymphs: heview'ditroond. 
When suddenly a man before him stood $ 
Not rustick as before, but seemlier clad. 
As one in city, or court, or palace bred. 
And with ^ir speech these words to him addressed. 

With granted leave officious I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long should bide. 
Of all things destitute 5 and, well I know. 
Not without hunger. Others of some note. 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness 1 
The fugitive bond- woman, with her son 
Out-cast Nebaioth, yet found herte relief 
By a providing Angel ', all the race 
Of Israel here had famish*d, had not God 
Rain'd from Heaven manna ; and that Prophet hcAd, 
Native of Thebez, wandering here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat : 
Of thee these forty days none hath regard. 
Forty and more deserted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jesus. What conclud'st thou hence? 
They all bad need 5 I, as thou seest, have none. 
How hast thou hunger then ? Satan replied. 
Tell me, if food were now before thee set, 
Would'st tiiou not eat ?— Thereafter as I like 
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The giver, answered Jesus. — Why shcmld that 

Cause thf refusal ? said the subtle Fiend* 

Hast thou not right to all created things ? 

Owe not all creataies by just right to thee 

Duty and service, nor to stay till bid« 

But tender all their power ? Nor m^ition I 

Meats by the law unclean, or €^ks:*d first 

To idols, those young Daniel could refuse | 

Nor proffer'd by an en^ny, thou^ who 

Would scruple that, with want of^^^s'd ? Bzihold, 

Nature a8ham*d> or, better to exf«?ess^ 

Troubled, that thou should'st huii^er, hath pearvey*d 

From all the elements her choicest store. 

To treat thee, as beseems, and as her Loid^ 

With honour : only deign to sit and eait 

He spake no dream ; for, as Ms wocds bad end. 
Our Saviour lift^ing up his eyes beheld. 
In. ample space under the broadest shade, 
A table richly spread, in negsd iiaode. 
With dishes pil'd, and meats of noblest Mct 
And savour ; beasts of chase, or fowl of .game. 
In pastiy built, or kom the ^t, or b(Ml*d, 
Gris-amber-steam'd f all fish, 6rom sea or shoce. 
Freshet or purling brooks of jsheU or fin. 
And exquisitest naa)e, for which was^:ttB'd 
Pontes, and Lucrine bay, and Afirick coast 
(Alas, how simple, to tJiese eates compared. 
Was that crude ap|>le that div^ecled Eve !) 
And at a stately side^board, by the wine 
That fragrant smell difiiis'd, in order stood 
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TaU stripling yoaths ridi clad, c^&irer hue 

Than Ganymad or Hylas ; distant more 

Under the trees now trij^'d, now sdemn stood> 

Nymphs of Diana*» train, and Naiades 

With fruits and flowers from Amalthea's horn. 

And ladies of the Hebrides, that seem*d 

Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled since 

Of faery damsels, met in forest wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelot, or Fdleas, or Fellenore. 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming strings, or charming pipes ; and winds 

Of gentlest gale Arabian odours ^n*d 

From their soft wings, and Fk>ra*s earliest smells. 

Such was the splendour 5 and the Tempter now 

His invitation earnestly renew'd. ' 

What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat ? 
These are not fruits forl^idd'n 5 no interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pure ; 
Their taste no knowledge works, at least (tfevil. 
But life preserves, destroys life's enemy. 
Hunger, with sweet restorative delight. 
All these 4u:e Spirits of air, and woods, and springs. 
Thy gentle ministers, who come to pay 
Thee homage, aid acknowledge thee their Lord : 
What doubt*st thou. Son of Grod ? Sit down and eat 

To whom thus Jesus temperately replied. 
Said*st thou not that to all things I had ri^t ? 
And who withholds my power that right to use } 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 
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When and where likes me best, I can command ? 

I can at will, doobt dot, as soon as tho?a. 

Command a taUe in this wilderness. 

And call swift flights of Angels ministrani 

AiT^*d in glory on my cup to attend : 

Why should'st thou then obtrude this diligence. 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 

And with my hmiger what hast thou to do ? 

Thy pompous delicacies I contenm. 

And count thy specious gifts no gifb, but guiles. 

To whom thus answer'd Satan malecontent. 
That I have also power to give, thou seest 5 
If of that power I bring thee voluntaiy 
What I might have bestow'd on whom I pleas'd. 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chose to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why should'st thou not accept it ? but I see 
What I can do or offer is suspect; 
Of these things others quickly will dispose. 
Whose pains have eam'd the far-fet spoil. With that 
Both table and provision vanished quite 
With sound of harpies* wings and talons heard : 
Only the importune Teippter still remained. 
And with these words his temptation pursued. 
By hunger, that each other creature tames. 
Thou art not to be harm*d, therefore not mov*d> 
Hiy temperance, invincible besides. 
For no allurement yields to appetite ; 
And all thy heart is set on high designs, 
liigh acti(»i8 : but wherewith to be achieved ^ 
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Great acts require great means of enterprise ; 

Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 

A carpenter thy jfether known, thyself 

Bred up in poverty and straits at home. 

Lost in a desart here and hunger-bit : 

Which way, or from what hope, dost thou aspire 

To greatness ? whence authority deriv'st ? 

What followers, what retinue canst thou gain. 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude. 

Longer than thou canst feed them qn thy cost ? 

Money brings honour, friends, conquest, and realms : 

What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 

And his son Herod plac'd on Judah's throne. 

Thy throne, but gold that got him puissant friends ? 

Therefore, if at great things thou would'st arrive. 

Get riches first, get wealth, and treasure heap. 

Not difficult, if thou hearken to me ; 

Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 

They whom I favour thrive in wealth amain. 

While virtue, valour, wisdom, sit in want. 

To whom thus Jesus patiently replied. 
Yet wealth, without these three, is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gain'd* 
Witness those ancient empu-es of the earth. 
In highth of all their flowing wealth dissoly*d : 
But men endued with these have oft attained 
In lowest poverty to hig^jest deeds ; 
Gideon, and Jephtha, and the shepherd lad. 
Whose offspring on the throne of Judah sat' 
So many ages, and shall yet regain 
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That seat, «id reign in Israd without ead. 

Among the Heathen^ (for throughout the world 

To me is not unknown what hath been done 

Worthy of memorial,) canst thou not remember 

Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus ? 

For I esteem those names of men so poor. 

Who could do mighty things, and could contenm 

Riches, though ofier'd from the hand of kings. 

And what in me seems wanting, but that I 

May also in this pover^ as soon 

Accomplish what they did, perhaps and nK>re ? 

Extol not riches then, the toil of fools. 

The wise man*s cumbrance, if not snare ; more apt 

To slacken Virtue, and abate her edge. 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. 

What if with like aversion I reject 

Riches and realms ? yet not, for that a crown. 

Golden in show, is but a wreath of thorns. 

Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and sleepless nights. 

To him who wears the regal diadem. 

When on his shoulders each man*s burden lies ; 

For therein stands the office of a king. 

His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise. 

That for the publick all this weight he bears. 

Yet he, who reigns within himself, and rules 

Passions, desires^ and fears, is more a king } 

Which every wise and virtuous man attains -, 

And who attdns not, ill aspires to rule 

Cities of men, or headstrong multitudes. 

Subject himself to anarchy within. 
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Or lawless passions in him^ which he serves. 
But to guide nations in the way of truth 
By saving doctrine, and from errour lead 
To know, and knowing worship God aright. 
Is yet more kingly 5 this attracts the soul. 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part -, 
That other o'er the body only reigns. 
And oft by force, which, to a generous mind. 
So reigning, can be no sincere delight. 
Besides, to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to assume. 
Riches are needless then, both for themselves. 
And for thy reason why they should be sought. 
To gain a scepter, oftest better miss'd. 



THE END or THE SECOND EOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan, in a speech of much flattering commendation, endea- 
vours to awaken in Jesus a passion for glory, by particu- 
larising various instances of conquests achieved, and great 
actions performed, by persons at an early period of life. 
Our Lord replies, by snowing the vanity of worldly fame, 
and the improper means by which it is generally attained ; 
and contrasts with it the true glory of reli^ous patience 
' and virtuous wisdom, as exemplified in the character of Job. 
Satan justifies the love of glory from the example of God 
himself, who requires it from all his creatures. Jeaus de- 
tects the fallacy of this argument, by showing that, as good- 
ness is the true ground on which glory is due to the great 
Creator of all things, sinful Alan can have no right what- 
ever to it. — Satan then urges our Lord respecting his claim 
to the throne of David ; he tells him that the kingdom of 
Judea, being at that time a province of Rome, cannot be 
got possession of without much personal exertion on his 
part, and presses him to lose no time in beginning to reign. 
Jesus refers him to the time allotted for this, as for all other 
things ; and, after intimating somewhat respecting his own 
previous sufferings, asks Satan, why he should be so soli- 
citous for the exaltation of one, whose rising was destined 
to be his faU. Satan replies, that his own desperate state, 
by excluding all hope, leaves little room for fear ; and that, 
as his own punishment was equally doomed, he is not in- 
terested in preventing the reign of one, from whose appa- 
rent benevolence he might rather hope for some inter* 
ference in his favour. — Satan still pursues his former incite- 
ments ; and, supposing that the seeming reluctance of Jesus 
to be thus advanced might arise from his being unac* 
quainted with the world and its glories, conveys him to the 
Mimmit of a high mountain, and from thence shows him 
most of the kingdoms of Asia, particularly pointing out to 
his notice some extraordinary military preparations of the 
Pafthiant to resist the incursions of the Scythians. He 
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then informs our Lord, that he showed him this purposely, 
that he might see how necessary military exertions are to 
retain the possession of kingdoms, as well.as to subdue them 
at first, and advises him to consider how impossible it was 
to maintain Judea against two such powerful neighbours 
as the Romans and Parthians, and how necessary it would 
be to form an alliance with one or other of them. At the 
same time he recommends, and engages to secure ta him, 
that of the Parthians; and tells him that by this means his 
power will be defended from any thing that Rome or Caesar 
might attempt against it, and that he will be able to extend 
his glory wide, and especially to accomplish, what was par- 
ticularly necessary to make the throne of Judea really the 
throne of David, the deliverance and restoration of the ten 
tribes, still in a state of captivity. Jesus, having briefly 
noticed the vanity of military e£fbrts and the weakness of 
the arm of flesh, says, that when the time comes for ascend- 
ing his allotted throne he shall not be slack : he remarks on 
Satan's extraordinary zeal for the deliverance of the Is- 
raelites, to whom he had always showed himself an enemy, 
and declares their servitude to be the consequence of their 
idolatry ; but adds, that at a future time it may perhaps 
please God to recall them, and restore them to their liberty 
and native land. 
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So spake the Son of Grod 5 and Satan stood 
A whfle, as mute, confounded what to say. 
What to reply, confuted, and convinced 
Of his weak arguing and fallacious drift -, 
*At length, collecting all his serpent wiles. 
With soothing words renew*d him thus accosts. 

I see thou know*st what is of use to know. 
What best to say canst say, to do canst do ; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Contains of good, wise, just, the perfect shape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth consult^ 
Thy counsel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, those oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breast 5 or tongue of seers old 
Infallible : Or wert thou sought to deeds 
That might require the array of war, thy skiU 
Of conduct would be such, that all the woiid 
Could not sustain thy prowess, or subsist 
In battle, though against thy few In arms. 
These God-like virtues wherefore dost thou hide^ 
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Affecting private Ufe, or more obscure 
In savage wilderness ? Wherefore deprive 
All Earth her wonder at thy acts^ thyself 
The feme and glory, glory the reward 
That sole excites to high attempts^ the flame 
Of most erected spirits, most temper'd pure 
Ethereal, who all pleasures else despise. 
All treasures and all gain esteem as dross. 
And dignities and powers all but the highest ^ 
Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe j the son 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere these 
Won Asia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At his dispose 5 young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride ; young Pompey quell*d 
The Pontick king, and in triumph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgement mature. 
Quench not the thirst of glory> but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires. 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam*d 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd so long 
Inglorious : But thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus replied. 
Thou neither dost persuade me to seek wealth 
For empire's sake, nor empire to aflect 
For glory's sake, by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame. 
The people's praise, if always praise unmix'd ? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
A miscellaneous rabble who extol 
Th ings vulgar, and,well weigh'd, scarce worth tliepraise I 
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They praise^ and they admire, they know not what. 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other 3 
And what delight to be by such extoU'd, 
To live upon their tongues, and be their talk. 
Of whom to be disprais*d were no small praise ? 
His lot who dares be singularly good. 
The intelligent among them and the wise 
Are few, and glory scarce of few is raised. 
This is true glory and renown, when God 
Looking on the earth, with approbation marks 
The just man, and divulges him through Heaven 
To all his Angels, who with true applause 
Recount his praises : thus he did to Job, 
When, to extend his fame through Heaven and Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may*st well remember. 
He ask'd thee, ^^ Hast thou seen my servant Job > 
Famous he was in Heaven, on Earth less known ; 
Where glory is felse glory, attributed 
To things not glorious, men not worthy of fame. 
They err, who count it glorious to subdue 
By conquest far and wide, to over-run 
Large countries, and in field great battles win. 
Great cities by assault : What do these worthies, 
But rob and spoil, bum, slaughter, and enslave 
Peaceable nations, neighbouring, or remote. 
Made captive, yet deserving freedom more 
Than those their conquerours, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin wheresoe'er they rove. 
And all the flourishing works of peace destroy; 
Then swell with pride, and must be titled Gods, 
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Great Benefactors of mankind^ Deliverers, 
Worship* with temple, priest, and sacrifice ? 
One is the son of Jove, of Mars the other j 
Till conquerour Death discover them scarce saen. 
Rolling in brutish vices, and defbrm'd. 
Violent or shameful death their due reward. 
But if there be in glory aught of good. 
It may by means far different be attained. 
Without ambition, war, or violence j 
By deeds of peace, by wisdom eminent. 
By patience, temperance : I mention still 
Him, whom thy wrongs, with smntly patience borne, - 
Made &mous in a land and times obscure ; 
Who names not now ^ith honour patient Job ? 
Poor Socrates, (who next more memorable ?) 
By what he taught, and suffered for so ^otng. 
For truth's sake suffering death, unjust, lives now 
Equal in fame to proudest conquerours. 
Yet if for fame and glory aught be done. 
Aught suiFer*d 5 if young African for fame 
His wasted country freed firom Punick rage 5 
The deed becomes unprais*d, the man at least. 
And loses, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall I seek glory then, as vain men seek. 
Oft riot deserv*d ? I seek not mine^ but his 
Who sent me j and thereby witness whence I am. 
To whom the Tempter murmuring thus replied. 
Think not so slight of glory; therein least 
Resembling thy great Father : He seeks glory. 
And for his ^dry all things made, all things 
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Orders and governs 5 nor content in Heaven 
By all his Angels glorified, requires 
Glory from men^ from all men, good or bad. 
Wise or unwise, no difference, no exemption j 
Above all sacrifice, or hallow'd gift. 
Glory he requires, and glory he receives. 
Promiscuous firom all nations, Jew or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath dedar*d -, 
From us, his foes pronounced, glory he exacts. 

To whom our Saviour fervently repli^. 
And reason 5 since his Word all things produced. 
Though chiefly not for glory as jwr ime end. 
But to show forth his goodness, and impart 
His good communicable to every soul 
Freely j of whom what could he less expect 
Than glory and benediction, that is, thanks. 
The slightest,, easiest, readiest recompence 
From them who could return him nothing else. 
And, not returning that, would likeliest render 
Contempt instead, dishonour, obloquy } 
Hard recompence, un^itable return 
For so much good, so much beneficence ! 
But why should Man seek glory, who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs^ 
But condemnation, igQ(»niny, and shame } 
Who, for so many benefits received, 
Tam*d recreant to God, ingrate and false. 
And so of all true good himself despoil'd j 
Yet, sacril^ious, to himself would take 
That which to God abne pf ri^ belongs ; 
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Yet so much bounty is in God, such grace. 
That who advance his glory, not their own. 
Them he himself to glory will advance. 

So spake the Son of (rod ; and here again 
Satan had not to answer, but stood struck 
With guilt of his own sin j for he himself. 
Insatiable of glory, had lost all j 
Yet of another plea bethought him soon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, said he, so deem ; 
Worth or not worth the seeking, let it pass. 
But to a kingdom thou art bom, ordain'd 
To sit upon thy father David*s throne. 
By mother's side thy father 5 though thy right 
Be now in powerful hands, that will not part 
Easily from possession won with arms : 
Judaea now and all the Promised Land, 
Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke. 
Obeys Tiberius 5 nor is always rul'd 
With temperate sway 5 oft have they violated 
The temple, oft the law, with foul afiironts. 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Antiochus : And think*st thou to regain 
Thy right, by sitting still, or thus retiring ? 
So did not Maccabeus : he indeed 
Retired unto the desart, but with arms 5 
And o'er a mighty king so oft prevail'd. 
That by strong hand his family obtained. 
Though priests, the crown, and David's throne usurped. 
With Modin and her suburbs once content. 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
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And duty 5 zeal and duty are not slow. 

But on occasion's forelock watchful wait : 

They themselves rather are occasion best 5 

Zeal of thy father's house, duty to free 

Thy country from her Heathen servitude. 

So shalt thou best fulfil, best verify 

The Prophets old, who sung thy endless reign; 

The happier reign, the sooner it begins : 

Heign then j what canst thou better do the while ? 

To whom our Saviour answer thus retum'd. 
All things are best fulfiU'd in their due time ; 
And time there is for all things. Truth hath said. 
If of my reign prophetick Writ hath told. 
That it shall never end, so, when begin. 
The Father in his purpose hath decreed ; 
He, in whose hand all times and seasons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that I shall first 
Be tried in humble state, and things adverse. 
By tribulations, injuries, insults. 
Contempts, and scorns, and snares, and violence, 
Suflfering, abstaining, quietly expecting. 
Without distrust or doubt, that he may know 
What I can suffer, how obey ? Who best 
Can suffer, best can do ; best reign, who first 
Well hath obey'd 5 just trial, ere I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee, when I begin 
My everlasting kingdom ? Why art thou 
Sdicitous ? What moves thy inquisition ? 
Know'st thou not that my rising is thy fall. 
And my promotion will be thy destruction } 
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To whom the Tempter, inly racked, replied. 
Let that come when it comes ; all hope is lost 
Of my reception into grace : what worse ? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear : 
If there be worse, the expectation more 
Of worse torments me than the feeling can. 
I would be at the worst : worst is my port. 
My harbour, and my ultimate repose j 
The end I would attain, my final good. 
My errour was my errour, and my crime 
My crime j whatever, for itself condemned ; 
And will alike be punish'd, whether thou 
Reign, or reign not 5 though to that gentle brow 
Willingly could I fly, and hope thy reign. 
From that placid aspect and meek regard. 
Rather than aggravate my evil state. 
Would stand between me and thy Father's ire, 
(Whose ire I dread more than the fire of HeU,) 
A shelter, and a kind of shading cool 
Interposition, as a summer's cloud. 
If I then to the worst that can be haste. 
Why move thy feet so slow to what is best. 
Happiest, both to thyself and all the world. 
That thou, who worthiest art, should *st be their king ? 
Perhaps thou linger*st, in deep thoughts detained 
Of the enterprise so hazardous and high ; 
No wonder 5 for, though in thee be united 
What of perfection can in man be found. 
Or human nature can receive, consider. 
Thy life hath yet been private, most part spent 
At home, scarce view'd the Galilean towns> 
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And once a year Jerusalem, few days* 

Short sojourn j and what thence could'st thou observe ? 

The world thou hast not seen, much less her glory. 

Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant coiu*ts. 

Best school of best experience, quickest insight 

In all things that to greatest actions lead. 

Hie wisest, unexperienc'd, will be ever 

Timorous and loth, with novice modesty, 

(As he who, seeking asses, found a kingdom,) 

Irresolute, unhai'dy, imadventurous : 

But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 

Those rudiments, and see before thine eyes 

The monarchies of the earth, their pomp and state 5 

Sufficient introduction to inform 

Thee, of thyself so apt, in regal arts. 

And regal mysteries j that thou may'st know 

How best their opposition to withstand. 

With that, (such power was given him then,) he. * 
took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain, outstretch'd in circuit wide. 
Lay pleasant 5 from his side two rivers flow'd. 
The one winding, the other straight, and left between 
* Fair champain with less rivers intervein'd. 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the sea : 
Fertile of corn the glebe, of oil, and wine -, 
With herds the pastures throng' d, with flocks the hills j 
Huge cities and high-tower'd, that well might seem 
The seats of mightiest monarchs 5 and so large 
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The prospect was^ that here and there was nxmi 
For barren desart, fountainless and diy. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 
Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 

Well have we speeded, and o'er hill and dale. 
Forest and field and fiood, temples and towers. 
Cut shorter many a league -, here thou behold' st 
Assyria, and her empire's ancient bounds, 
Araxes and the Caspian lake ; thence on 
As far as Indus east, Euplirates west. 
And oft beyond : to south the Persian bay. 
And, inaccessible, the Arabian drouth : 
Here Nineveh, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninus old. 
Of that first golden monarchy the seat. 
And seat of Salmanassar, whose success 
Israel in long captivity still mourns 5 
There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues. 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy father David's house 
Led captive, and Jerusalem laid waste. 
Till Cyrus set them free 5 Persepolis, 
His city, there thou seest, and Bactra there ) 
Ecbatana her structure vast there shows. 
And Hecatompylos her hundred gates 5 
There Susa by Choaspes, amber stream. 
The drink of none but kings ; of later fame. 
Built by Emathian or by Parthian hands. 
The great Seleucia, Nisibis, and there 
Artaxata, Teredon, Ctesiphon, 
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Turning with easy eye, thou may'st behold. 

All these the Parthian, (now some ages past. 

By great Arsaces led, who founded first 

That empire,) under his dominion holds. 

From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 

And just in time thou com'st to have a view 

Of his great power 5 for now the Parthian king 

In Ctesiphon hath gathered all his host 

Against the Scythian, whose incursions wild 

Have wasted Sogdiana 5 to her aid 

He marches now in haste 5 see, though from fer, 

bis thousands, in what martial equipage 

They issue forth, steel bows and shafts their arms. 

Of equal dread in flight, or in pursuit $ 

All horsemen, in which fight they most excel ; 

See how in warlike muster they appear. 

In rhombs, and wedges, and half-moons, and wings. 

He look'd, and saw what numbers numberless 
The city gates out-pour'd, light-armed troops. 
In coats of mail and military pride 5 
In mail their horses clad, yet fleet and strong, 
Prauncing their riders bore, the flower and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound -, 
From Arachosia, from Candaor east. 
And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucasus, and dark Iberian dales ; 
From Atropatia and the neighbouring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the south 
Of Susiana, to Balsara*s haven. 
He saw them in their forms of battle rang'd. 
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How quick they wheel'd, and flying behind them shot 

Sharp sleet of arrowy showers against the face 

Of their pursuers, and overcame by flight ; 

The fleld all iron cast a gleaming brown : 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 

Cuirassiers all in steel for standing flght. 

Chariots, or elephants indors'd with towers 

Of archers j nor of labouring pioneers 

A multitude, with spades and axes arm*d 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill. 

Or where plain was raise hill, or overlay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke ; 

Mules after these, camels and dromedaries. 

And waggons, fraught with utensils of war. 

Such forces met not, nor so wide a camp. 

When Agrican with all his northern powers 

Besieg'd Albracca, as romances tell. 

The city of Gallaphrone, from whence to win 

The fairest of her sex Angelica, 

His daughter, sought by many prowest knights. 

Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such and so numerous was their chivalry : 

At sight whereof the Fiend yet more presumed. 

And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 

That thou may'st know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way secure 
On no slight grounds thy safety ; hear, and mark. 
To what end I have brought thee hither, and shown 
All this fair sight : Thy kingdom, though foretold 
By Prophet or by Angel, unless thou 
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Endeavour, as thy father David did. 

Thou never shalt obtain ; prediction still 

In all things, and all men, supposes means 5 

Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes. 

But, say thou wert possessed of David's throne. 

By free consent of all, none opposite, 

Samaritan or Jew -, how could'st thou hope 

Long to enjoy it, quiet and secure. 

Between two such enclosing enemies, 

Roman and Parthian ? Therefore one of these 

Thou must make sure thy own ; the Parthian first 

By my advice, as nearer, and of late 

found able by invasion to annoy 

Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, 

Antigonus and old Hyrcanus, bound, 

Maugre the Roman : It shall be my task 

To render thee the Parthian at dispose. 

Choose which thou wilt, by conquest or by league : 

By him thou shalt regain, without him not. 

That which alone can truly re-instaJl thee 

In David's royal seat, his true successour. 

Deliverance of thy brethren, those ten tribes. 

Whose offspring in his territory yet serve. 

In Habor, and among the Medes dispers'd : 

Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph, lost 

Thus long from Israel, serving, as of old 

Their fathers in the land of Egypt serV'd, 

This ofier sets before thee to deliver. 

These if from servitude thou shalt restore 

To their inheritance, then, nor till then. 

Thou on the throne of David in full gloiy^ 

Digitized by Google 



2S2 PARADISE REGAINED, book hi. 

From Egypt to Euphrates, and beyond, 

Shalt reign, and Rome or Caesar not need fear. 

To whom our Saviour answefd thus, unmov'd. 
Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm 
And fragile arms, much instrument of war. 
Long in preparing, soon to nothing brought. 
Before mine eyes thou hast set; and in my ear 
Vented much policy, and projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battles and leagues^ 
Plausible to the world, to me worth nought. 
Means I must use, thou say^st, prediction else 
Will unpredict, and fail me of the throne : 
My time, I told thee, (and that time for thee 
Were better farthest off,) is not yet come : 
When that comes, think not thou to find me slack 
On my part aught endeavouring, or to need 
Thy politick maxims, or that cumbersome 
Luggage of war there shown me, argument 
Of human weakness rather than of strength. 
My brethren, as thou call'st them, those ten tribes 
I must deliver, if I mean to reign 
David*s true heir, and his full scepter sway 
To just extent over aU Israel's sons. 
But whence to thee this zeal ? Where was it then 
For Israel, or for David, or his throne. 
When thou stood' st up his tempter to the pride 
Of numbering Israel, which cost the lives 
Of threescore and ten thousand Israelites 
By three days pestilence ? Such was thy zeal 
To Israel then -, the same that now to me ! 
As for those xiaptive tribes, themselves were they 
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Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 
From God to worship calves, the deities 
Of EgTpt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 
And all the idolatries of Heathen round. 
Besides their other worse than heathenish crimes 5 
Nor in the land of their captivity 
Humbled themselves, or penitent besought 
The God of their forefathers 5 but so died 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themselves, distinguishable scarce 
From Grentiles, but by circumcision vain ; 
And God with idols in their worship join'd* 
Should I of these the liberty regard. 
Who, freed, as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform*d. 
Headlong would follow -, and to their Grods perhaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? No 5 let them serve 
Their enemies, who serve idols with God. 
Yet he at length, (time to himself best known,) 
Remembering Abraham, by some wonderous call 
May bring them back, repentant and sincere. 
And at their passing cleave the Assyrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they haste j 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 
When to the Promised Land their fathers pass'd : 
To his due time and providence I leave them. 
So spake Israel's true king, and to the Fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it, when with truth falshood contends. 

TilX SND OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan, persisting in the temptation of our Lord, shows him 
Imperial Rome in its greatest pomp and splendour, as a 
power which he probably would prefer before that of the 
Parthians ; and tells him that he might with the greatest 
ease expel Tiberius, restore the Romans to their liberty, 
and make himself master not only of the Roman Empire, 
but by so doing of the whole world, and inclusively of the 
throne of David. Our Lord, in reply, expresses his con- 
tempt of grandeur and worldly power, notices the luxury, 
vanity, and profligacy of the Romans, declaring how little 
they merited to be restored to that Uberty, which they had 
lost by their misconduct, and briefly refers to the greatness 

' of his own future kingdom. Satan, now desperate, to en- 
hance the value of his proflfered gifts, professes that the 
only terms, on which he will bestow them, are our Saviour's 
falling down and worshipping him. Our Lord expresses 
a firm but temperate indignation at such a proposition, 
and rebukes the Tempter by the title of ** Satan for ever 
damned.** Satan, abashed, attempts to justify himself: he 
then assumes a new ground of temptation, and, proposing 
to Jesus the intellectual gratifications of wisdom and know- 
ledge, points out to him the celebrated seat of ancient learn- 
ing, Athens, its schools, and other various resorts of learned 
teachers and their disciples ; accompanying the view with 
a highly-finished panegyrick on the Grecian musicians, 
poets, orators, and philosophers of the different sects. Jesus 
replies, by showing the vanity and insufficiency of )the 
boasted Heathen philosophy ; and prefers to the musick, 
poetry, eloquence, and didactick policy of the Greeks, those 
of the inspired Hebrew writers. Satan, irritated at the 
failure of all his attempts, upbraids the indiscretion of our 
Saviour in rejecting his offers ; and, having, in ridicule of his 
expected kingdom, foretold the sufferings that our Lord was 
to undergo, carries him back into the wilderness, and leaves 
liim there. Night comes on : Satan raises a tremendous 
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atorm, and attempts further to alarm Jesus with Irigfatiul 
dreams, and terrifick threatening spectres ; which however 
have no effect upon him. A calm, bright, beautiful morn- 
ing succeeds to the horrours of the night. Satan again 
presents himself to^our blessed Lord, and, from notidnf^ 
the storm of the preceding night as pointed chiefly at him» 
takes occasion once more to insult him with an account oC 
the sufferings which he was certainly to undergo. This 
only draws from our Lord a brief rebuke. Satan, now at 
the height of his desperation, confesses that he had fre- 
quently watched Jesus from his birth, purposely to discover 
if he was the true Messiah; and, collecting from what 
passed at the river Jordan that he most probably was so, 
he had fVom that time more assiduously followed him, in 
hopes of gaining some advantage over him, which would 
most effectually prove that he was not really that Di^dne 
Person destined to be his ** fatal Enemy." In this he ac- 
knowledges that he has hitherto completely failed; but 
still determines to make one more trial of him. Accord- 
ingly he conveys him to the Temple at Jerusalem, and, 
placing him on a pointed eminence, requires him to prove 
his Divinity either by standing there, or casting himself 
down with safety. Our Lord reproves the Tempter, and 
at the same time manifests his own Divinity by standing on 
this dangerous point. Satan, amazed and terrified, instantly 
falls ; and repairs to his Infernal Compeers, to relate the bad 
success of his enterprise. Angels in the mean time convey 
our blessed Lord to a beautiful valley, and, while they mi- 
nister to him a repast of celestial food, celebrate his victory 
in a triumphant hjrnm. 
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PERPLEX'D and troubled at his bad success 
The Tempter stood, nor had what to reply, 
Discover*d in his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the persuasive rhetorick 
That sleek'd his tongue, and won so much on Eve, 
So little here, nay lost -, but Eve was Eve -, 
This far his over-match, who, self-deceiv'd 
And rash, before-hand had no better weigh'd 
The strength he was to cope with, or his own : 
But as a man, who had been matchless held 
In cunning, over-reach*d where least he thought. 
To salve his credit, and for very spite. 
Still will be tempting him who foils him still. 
And never cease, though to his shame the more -, 
Or as a swarm of flies in vintage time. 
About the wine-press where sweet must is pour*d. 
Beat off, returns as ofr with humming sound ; 
Or surging waves against a solid rock. 
Though all to shivers dash'd, the assault renew,* 
(Vain battery!) and in froth or bubbles end^ 
So Satan, whom repulse upon repulse 
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Met ever^ and to shameful silence brought. 
Yet gives not o'er, though desperate of success^ 
And his vain importunity pursues. 
He brought our Saviour to the western side 
Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Another plain, long, but in breadth not wide. 
Washed by the southern sea, and, on the north. 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills 
That screen*d the fruits of the earth, and seats of men. 
From cold Septentrion blasts } thence in the midst 
Divided by a river, of whose banks 
On each side an imperial city stood. 
With towers and temples proudly elevate 
On seven small hills, with palaces adom*d. 
Porches, and theatres, baths, aqueducts. 
Statues, and trophies, and triimiphal arcs. 
Gardens, and groves, presented to his eyes. 
Above the highth of mountains interpos'd : 
(By what strange parallax, or optick skill 
Of vision, multiplied through air, <w glass 
Of telescope, were curious to inquire :) 
And now the Tempter thus his silence broke. 
The city, which thou seest, no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earthy 
So far renown'd, and with the spoils enrich'd 
Of nations j there the Gapitol thou seeet. 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
Impregnable 5 and there mount Palatine, 
The imperial palace, oon^^ss kag^, and high 
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The structure, skill of noblest architects. 

With gilded battlements conspicuous far. 

Turrets, and terraces, and glittering spires : 

Many a fair edifice besides, more like 

Houses of Gods, (so well I have dispos'd 

My aery microscope,) thou may*st behold. 

Outside and inside both, pillars and roofs, 

Carv*d work, the hand of fam'd artificers. 

In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold. 

Thence to the gates cast round thine eye, and se« 

What conflux issuing forth, or entering in j 

Frators, proconsuls to their provinces 

Hasting, or on return, in robes of state, 

Lictors and rods, the ensigns of their power. 

Legions and cohorts, turms of horse and wings : 

Or embassies from regions far remote. 

In various habits, on the Appian road. 

Or on the Emilian j some from farthest soutli, 

Syene, and where the shadow bath way falls, 

Meroe, Nilotick isle ; and, more to west. 

The realm of Bocchus to the Black-moor sea -, 

From the Asian kings, and Parthian among these ^ 

From India and the golden Chersonese', 

And utmost Indian isle Taprobane, 

Dusk faces with white silken turbans wreath'd ; 

From Gallia, Gades, and the British west j 

Germans, and Scythians, and Sarmatians, north 

Beyond Danubius to the Taurick pool. 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay ; 

To Rome*s great emperour, whose wide domain. 
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In ample territory, wealth, and power. 
Civility of manners, arts and arms. 
And long renown, thou justly may'st prefer 
Before the Parthian. These two thrones except. 
The rest are barbarous, and scarce worth the sight, 
Shar'd among petty kings too far removed ; 
These having shown thee, I have shown thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
This emperour hath no son, and now is old. 
Old and lascivious, and from Rome retir'd 
To Capreae, an island small, but strong. 
On the Campanian shore, with purpose there 
His horrid lusts in private to enjoy ; 
Committing to a wicked favourite 
All publick cares, and yet of him suspicious; 
Hated of all, and hating. With what ease. 
Endued with regal virtues, as thou art. 
Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, 
Might*st thou expel this monster from his throne. 
Now made a stye, and, in his place ascending, 
A victor people free from servile yoke ! 
And with my help thou may*st j to me the powe;- 
Is given, and by that right I give it thee. 
Aim therefore at no less than all the world ; 
Aim at the highest : without the highest attain*d. 
Will be for thee no sitting, or not long. 
On David's throne, be prophesied what will. 

To whom the Son of God, unmov'd, replied. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majestick show 
Of luxury, though call*d magnificence. 
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More than of arms before, allure mine eye. 

Much less my mind j though thou should'st add to tell 

Their sumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feasts 

On citrcm tables or Atlantick stone, , 

(For I have also heard, p^haps have read,) 

Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Faleme, 

Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold. 

Crystal, and myrrhine cups, emboss'd with gems 

And studs of pearl 5 to me should'st tell, who thirst 

And hunger still. Then embassies thou show*st 

From nations far and nigh : what honour that. 

But tedious waste of time, to sit and hear 

So many hollow compliments and lies. 

Outlandish flatteries ? Then proceed'st to talk 

Of the emperour, how easily subdued. 

How gloriously : I shall, thou say*st, expel 

A brutish monster ; what if I withal 

Expel a Devil who first made him such ? 

Let his tormenter conscience find him out j 

For him I was not sent j nor yet to free 

That people, victor once, now vile and base j 

Deservedly made vassal 5 who, once just. 

Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquered well. 

But govern ill the nations under yoke. 

Peeling their provinces, exhausted all 

By lust and rapine ; first ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that insulting vanity 5 

Then cruel, by their sports to blood inur'd 

Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts exposed j 

Luxurious by then: wealth, and greedier still. 
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And from the dally scene effeminate. 
What wise and valiant man would seek to free 
These, thus degenerate, by themselves enslav*d ? 
Or could of inward slaves make outward free ? 
Know therefore, when my season comes to sit 
On David's throne, it shall be like a tree 
Spreading and overshadowing all the earth j 
Or as a stone, that shall to pieces dash 
All monarchies besides throughout the world ; 
And of my kingdom there shall be no end : 
Means there shall be to this j but what the means. 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the Tempter, impudent, replied. 
I see all offers made by me how slight 
Thou valuest, because offered, and reject* st : 
Nothing will please the difficult and nice. 
Or nothing more than still to contradict : 
On the other side know also thou, that I 
On what I offer set as high esteem. 
Nor what I part with mean to give for nought j 
All these, which in a moment thou behold*st. 
The kingdoms of the world, to thee I give, 
(For, given to me, I give to whom I please,) 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else. 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down. 
And worship me as thy superiour lord, 
(Easily done,) and hold them all of me 5 
For what can less so great a gift deserve ? 

Whom thus our Saviour answer'd with disdain. 
I never lik'd tliy talk, thy offers lessj 
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Now both abhor, since thou hast dar'd to utter 

The abominable terms, impious condition : 

But I endure the time, till which expir'd 

Thou hast permission on me. It is written. 

The first of all commandments. Thou shalt worship 

The Lord thy God, and only him shalt serve 5 

And dar*st thou to the Son of God propound 

To worship thee accurs'd ? now more accurs'd 

For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, 

And more blasphemous ) which expect to rue. 

The kingdoms of the world to thee were given ? 

Permitted rather, and by theq usurp*d 5 

Other donation none thou canst produce. 

If given, by whom but by the King of kings, 

Grod over all supreme ? If given to thee. 

By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Repaid ! But gratitude in thee is lost 

Long since. Wert thou so void of fear or shame. 

As offer them to me, the Son of God ? 

To me my own, on such abhorred pact. 

That I fall down and worship thee as God ? 

Get thee behind me 5 plain thou now appear*st 

That Evil-one, Satan for ever damn*d. 

To whom the Fiend, with fear abashed, replied. 
Be not so sore offended. Son of God, 
Though Sons of God both Angels are and Men, 
If I, to try whether in higher sort 
Than these thou bear'st that title, have proposed 
What both from Men and Angels I receive, 
Tetrarchs of fire, an-, flood, and on the earth. 
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Nations beside from all the quarter*d winds, 

God of this world inyok'd> and world beneath : 

Who then thou art, whose coming is foretold 

To me most fatal, me it most concerns; 

The trial hath indamag*d thee no way. 

Rather more honour left and more esteem 5 

Me nought advantaged, missing what I aim*d. 

Therefore let pass, as they are transitory. 

The kingdoms of this world ; I shall no m<»:e 

Advise thee 5 gain them as thou canst, or not. 

And thou thyself seem'st otherwise inclined 

Than to a worldly crown 3 addicted more 

To contemplation and profound dispute. 

As by that early action may be judg'd. 

When, slipping from thy mother's eye, dwu went*st 

Alone into the tem|^e, there wast found 

Among the gravest Rabbies, disputant 

On points and questicms fitting Moses* chair. 

Teaching, not taught. The childhood shows ^ m^. 

As morning shows the day : be famous then 

By wisdom ; as thy empire must extend. 

So let extend thy mind o'er all the wcwrld 

In knowledge, all things in it OHnpreh^Eid. 

All knowledge is not couch'd in Moses* kw. 

The Pentateuch, or what the Prc^hets wrote; 

The Gentiles also know, and write, aod teadi 

To admiration, led by Nature's li^t. 

And with the Gentiles much thou must convi^rse. 

Ruling them by persuasion, as thou mean'st; 

Without their learning, how wUt ^ou wilb fbm^ 
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Or they with thee, hold conversation meet ? 
How wilt thou reason with them, how refute 
Their idolisms, traditions, paradoxes ? 
Enbur by his own arms is best evinc*d. 
Look once more, ere we leave this specular mount> 
Westward, much nearer by southwest, behold ; 
Where on the -^gean shore a city stands. 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the soil ; 
Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hospitable, in her sweet recess. 
City or suburban, studious walks and shades. 
See there the olive grove of Academe, 
Plato*8 retirement, where the Attick bifd 
Trills her thick- warbled notes the summer long j 
There flowery hill Hymettus, with the sound 
Of bees* industrious murmur, oft invites 
To studious musing 5 there IlLssus rolls 
His whispering stream : within the walls, then view 
The schools of ancient sages 5 his, who bred 
Great Alexander to subdue the world, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 
There shalt thou hear and learn the secret power 
Of harmony, in tones and numbers hit 
By voice or hand -, and various-measuf d verse, 
^olian charms and Dorian lyrick odes, 
[ And his, who gave them breath, but high^ sung> 
Blind Melesigenes, thence Homer cail'd. 
Whose poem Phoebus challenged for his own : 
Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
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In Chorus or lambick^ teachers best 
Of moral prudence, with delight receiv'd 
In brief sententious precepts, while they treat 
Of fete, and chance, and change in human life. 
High actions and high passions best describing : 
Thence to the femous orators repair. 
Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democratie. 
Shook the arsenal, and fulmin'd over Greece 
To Macedon and Artaxerxes* throne : 
To sage Philosophy next lend thine ear. 
From Heaven descended to the low-roofd house 
Of Socrates > see there his tenement. 
Whom well inspir'd the oracle pronounced 
Wisest of men ; from whose mouth issued forth 
Mellifluous streams, that water'd all the schools 
Of Academicks old and new, with those 
Surnam'd Peripateticks, and the sect 
Epicurean, and the Stoick severe ; 
These here revolve, or, as thou lik'st, at home. 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weighty 
These rules will render thee a king complete 
Within thyself, much more with empire join'd. 

To whom our Saviour sagely thus replied. 
Think not but that I know these things, or think 
I know them not ; not therefore am I short 
Of knowing what I ought : he, who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light. 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true; 
But these are false, or little else but dreams. 
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Conjectures, ^cies, built on nothing firm. 

The first and wisest of them all profess'd 

To know this only, that he nothing knew 5 

The next to fabling fell, and smooth conceits ; 

A third sort doubted all things, though plain sense 5 

Others in virtue plac'd felicity. 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life ; 

In corporal pleasure he, and careless ease 3 

The Stoick last in philosophick pride. 

By him call'd virtue 5 and his virtuous man. 

Wise, perfect in himself, and all possessing 

Equal to God, oft shames not to prefer. 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 

Wealth, pleasure, pain or torment, death and life. 

Which, when he lists, he lea^ves, or boasts he can. 

For all his tedious talk is but vain boast. 

Or subde shifts conviction to evade. 

Alas ! what can they teach, and not mislead. 

Ignorant of themselves, of God much more. 

And how the world began, and how man fell 

Degraded by himself, on grace depending ? 

Much of the soul they talk, but all awry. 

And in themselves seek virtue, and to themselves 

All glory arrogate, to God give none 5 

Rather accuse him under usual names. 

Fortune and Fate, as one regardless quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore seeks in these 

True wisdom, finds her not 5 or, by delusion. 

Far worse, her false resemblance only meets. 

An empty cloud. However, many books. 
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Wise men have said, are wearisome 5 who reads 

Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 

A spirit and judgement equal or superiour, 

(And what he brings what needs he elsewhere seek ?) 

Uncertain and unsettled still remains. 

Deep vers*d in books, and shallow in himself. 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys 

And trifles for choice matters, worth a sponge j 

As children gathering pebbles on the shore. 

Or, if I would delight my private hours 

With musick or with poem, where, so soon 

As in our native language, can I find 

That solace ? All our law and story strew'd 

With hymns, our psalms with artful terms inscrib*d. 

Our Hebrew songs and harps, in Babylon 

That pleas*d so well our victors' ear, declare 

That rather Greece from us these arts deriv'd } 

111 imitated, while they loudest sing 

The vices of their Deities, and their own. 

In fable, hymn, or song, so personating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themselves past shame. 

Remove their swelling epithets, thick laid 

As varnish on a harlot's cheek, the rest. 

Thin sown with aught of profit or delight. 

Will fer be found unworthy to compare 

With Sion's songs, to all true tastes exceDing, 

Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men. 

The Holiest of Holies, and his Saints, 

(Such are from God inspired, not such from thee,) 

Unless where moral virtue is expressed 
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By light of Nature, not in all quite lost. 
Their orators thou then ex toll' st, as those 
The top of eloquence 5 statists indeed. 
And lovers of their country, as may seem j 
But herein to our prophets far beneath. 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The solid rules of civil government. 
In their majestick unaffected style. 
Than all the oratory of Greece and Rome. 
In them is plainest taught, and easiest learnt. 
What makes a nation happy, and keeps it so. 
What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat ; 
These only with our law best form a king. 

So spake the Son of God 5 but Satan, now 
Quite at a loss, (for all his darts were spent,) 
Thus to our Saviour with stern brow replied. 

Since neither wealth nor honour, arms nor arts. 
Kingdom nor empire pleases thee, nor aught 
By me propos'd in life contemplative 
Or active, tended on by glory or fame. 
What dost thou in this world ? The wilderness 
For thee is fittest place ; 1 found thee there. 
And thither will return thee 5 yet remember 
What I foretel thee, soon thou shalt have cause 
To wish thou never hadst rejected, thus 
Nicely or cautiously, my offer'd aid. 
Which would have set thee in short time with ease 
On David's throne, or throne of all the world. 
Now at full age, fulness of time, thy season. 
When prophecies of thee are best fulfiU'd. 
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Now contrary, if I read aught in Heaven, 

Or Heaven write aught of fate, by what the stars 

Voluminous, or single characters. 

In their conjunction met, give me to spell. 

Sorrows, and labours, opposition, hate 

Attend thee, scorns, reproaches, injuries. 

Violence and stripes, and lastly cruel death j 

A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom. 

Real or allegorick, I discern not; 

Nor when ; eternal sure, as without end. 

Without beginning 3 for no date prefix'd 

Directs me in the starry rubrick set 

So saying he took, (for still he knew his power 
Not yet ejrpir'd,) and to the wilderness 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to disappear. Darkness now rose. 
As day-light sunk, and brought in lowering Night, 
Her shadowy offspring j unsubstantial both. 
Privation mere of light and absent day. 
Our Saviour meek, and with imtroubled mind 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried sore. 
Hungry and cold, betook him to his rest. 
Wherever, under some concourse of shades. 
Whose branching al-ms thick intertwin'd might shield 
From dews and damps of night his shelter'd head -, 
But, shelter'd, slept in vain 5 for at his head 
The Tempter watch*d, and soon with ugly dreams 
Disturbed his sleep. And either tropick now 
'Gan thunder, and both ends of Heaven 5 the clouds. 
From many a horrid rift, abortive pour*d 
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Fierce rain with lightning mix'd, water with fire 

In ruin reconcil'd : nor slept the winds 

Within their stony caves, but rush'd abroad 

From the four hinges of the world, and fell 

On the vex'd wilderness, whose tallest pines^ 

Though rooted deep as high, and sturdiest oaks, 

Bow'd their stiff necks, loaden with stormy blasts. 

Or torn up sheer. Ill wast thou shrouded then, 

O patient Son of God, yet only stood*st 

Unshaken ! Nor yet staid the terrour there j 

Infernal ghosts and hellish furies round 

Environed thee, somehowl'd, someyell'd, some shriek'd. 

Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 

Saf St unappaird in calm and sinless peace ! 

Thus passed the night so fovd, till Morning fair 

Came forth, with pilgrim steps, in amice gray ; 

Who with her radiant finger still'd the roar 

Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds^ 

And grisly spectres, which the Fiend had raised 

To tempt the Son of God with terrours dire. 

And now the sun with more effectual beams 

Had cheer'd the face of earth, and dried the wet 

From drooping plant, or dropping tree; the birds. 

Who all things now behold more fresh and green. 

After a night of storm so ruinous, 

Clear'd up their choicest notes in bush and spray. 

To gratulate the sweet return of mom. 

Nor yet, amidst this joy and brightest mom. 

Was absent, after all his mischief done. 

The Prince of darkness 3 glad would also seem 
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Of this ^ir change^ and to our Saviour came ; 
Yet with no new device, (they all were spent,) 
Rather by this his last affront resolv'd. 
Desperate of better course, to vent his rage 
And mad despite to be so oft repell*d. 
Him walking on a sunny hill he found. 
Backed on the north and west by a thick wood ; 
Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape. 
And in a careless mood thus to him said. 

Fair morning yet betides thee. Son of God, 
After a dismal night : I heard the wrack. 
As earth and sky would mingle 5 but myself 
Was distant ; and these flaws, though mortals fear them 
As dangerous to the pillar'd frame of Heaven, 
Or to the earth's dark basis underneath. 
Are to the main as inconsiderable 
And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeze 
To man's less universe, and soon are gone 5 
Yet, as being oft times noxious where they light 
On man, beast, plant, wasteftil and turbulent. 
Like turbulencies in the afiairs of men. 
Over whose heads tliey roar, and seem to point. 
They oft fore-signify and threaten ill : 
This tempest at this desart most was bent ; 
Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'st. 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didst reject 
The perfect season ofFer'd with my aid 1 
To win thy destin'd seat, but wilt prolong 
All to the push of fate, pursue thy way 
Of gaining David's throne, no man knows when. 
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For both the when and how is no where told ? 
Thou shalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt ; 
For Angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 
The time and means. Each act is rightliest done. 
Not when it must, but when it may be best: 
If thou observe not this, be sure to find. 
What I foretold thee, many a hard assay 
Of dangers, and adversities, and pains. 
Ere thou of Israel's scepter get fast hold ; 
Whereof this ominous night, thatvlos'd thee round. 
So many terrours, voices, prodigies. 
May warn thee, as a sure fore-going sign. 

So talk*d he, while the Son of God went on 
And staid not, but in brief him answered thus. 

Me worse than wet thou find'st not; other harm 
Those terrours, which thou speak'st of, did me none ; 
I never fear*d they could, though noising loud 
And threatening nigh : what they can do, as signs 
Betokening, or ill boding, I contemn 
As false portentsi, not sent from God, but thee 5 
Who, knowing I shall reign past thy preventing, 
Obtrud'st thy offered aid, that I, accepting. 
At least might seem to hold all power of thee. 
Ambitious Spirit! and wouldst be thought my God> 
And storm*st refus'd, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will ! desist, (thou art discerned. 
And toirst in vain,) nor me in vain molest. 

To whom the Fiend, now swoln with rage, replied. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born, 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt -, 
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Of the Messiah I had heard foretold 

By all the Prophets j of thy birth at length, 

Announc'd by Grabriel, with the first I knew> 

And of the angelick song in Bethlehem field. 

On thy birth-night that sung thee Saviour bom. 

From that time seldom have I ceas'd to eye 

Thy infency, thy childhood, and thy youth. 

Thy manhood last, though yet in private bred ; 

Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all 

Flock to the Baptist; I, among the rest, 

(Though not to be baptized,) by voice from Heaven 

Heard thee pronounc d the Son of God belov'd. 

Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 

And narrower scrutiny, that I might learn 

In what degree or meaning thou art call*d 

The Son of God 5 which bears no single sense. 

The Son of God I also am, or was ; 

And if I was, I am ; relation stands 5 

All men are Sons of God ; yet thee I thought 

In some respect far higher so declar'd : 

Therefore I watch'd thy footsteps from that hour, 

A nd followed thee still on to this waste wild ^ 

Where, by all best conjectures, I collect 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy : 

Good reason then, if I before-hand seek 

To understand my adversary, who 

And what he is ; his wisdom, power, intent; 

By pari or composition, truce or league. 

To win him, or win from him what I can : 

And opportunity I here have had 
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To try thee, sift thee, and confess have found thee 
Proof against all temptation, as a rock 
Of adamant, and, as a center, firm -, 
To the utmost of mere Man both wise and good. 
Not more ; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory. 
Have been before contemn*d, and may again. 
Therefore, to know what more thou art than Man, 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, 
Another method I must now begin. 

So saying he caught him up, and, without wing 
Of hippogrif, bore through the air sublime. 
Over the wilderness and o'er the plain. 
Till imderneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers. 
And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, topt with golden spires : 
There, on the highest pinnacle, he set 
The son of God 5 and added thus in scorn. 

There stand, if thou wilt stand 5 to stand upright 
Will ask thee skill -, 1 to thy Father*s house 
Have brought thee, and highest plac*d : highest is best : 
Now show thy progeny 5 if not to stand. 
Cast thyself down 5 safely, if Son of God : 
For it is written, '^ He will give command 
'^ Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
*' They shall up lift thee, lest at any time 
'^ Thou chance to dash thy foot against a stone." 

To whom thus Jesus : Also it is written, 
" Tempt not tlie Lord thy God." He said, and stood ; 
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But Satan, smitten with amazement, fell. 
As when Earth's son Antaeus, (to compare 
Small things with greatest,) in Irassa strove 
With Jove's Alcides, and, oift foil'd, still rose. 
Receiving from his mother Earth new strength. 
Fresh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd. 
Throttled at length in the air, expir'd and fell j 
So, after many a foil, the Tempter proud. 
Renewing fresh assaults, amidst his pride. 
Fell whence he stood to see his victor fell : 
And as that Theban monster, that proposed 
Her riddle, and him who solv'd it not devoured. 
That onceibund out and solv'd, for grief and spite 
Cast herself headlong from the Ismenian steep ; 
So, struck with dread and anguish, fell the Fiend, 
And to his crew, that sat consulting, brought 
(Joyless triumphals of his hop'd success,) 
Ruin, and desperation, and dismay. 
Who durst so proudly tempt the Son of God. 
So Satan fell j and straight a fiery globe 
Of Angels on full sail of wing flew nigh. 
Who on their plumy vans received him soft 
From his uneasy station, and upbore. 
As on a floating couch, through die blitiie air.; 
Then, in a flowery valley, set him down 
On a green bank, and set before him spread 
A table of celestial food, divine 
Ambrosial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life. 
And, from the fount of life, ambrosial drmk, 
Tliat soon refreshed him wearied, and repaur'd 
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What hunger, if aught hunger, had impaired. 
Or thirsty and, as he fed, angelick quires 
Sung heavenly anthems of his victory 
Over Temptation and the Tempter proud. 

True image of the Father 5 whether thron'd 
In the bosom of bliss, and light of light 
Conceiving, or, remote from Heaven, enshrin'd 
In fleshly tabernacle, and human form. 
Wandering the wilderness; whatever place, - 
Habit, or state, or motion, still expressing 
The Son of God, with God-like force endued 
Against the attempter of thy Father's throne. 
And thief of Paradise ! Him long of old 
Thou didst debel, and down from Heaven cast 
With all his array j now thou hast aveng'd 
Supplanted Adam, and, by vanquishing 
Temptation, hast regain*d lost Paradise, 
And frustrated the conquest fraudulent. 
He never more henceforth will dare set foot 
In Paradise to tempt; his snares are broke: 
For, though that seat of earthly bliss be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradise is founded now 
For Adam and his cjiosen sons, whom thou, 
A Saviour, art come down to re-install. 
Where they shall dwell secure, when time shall be. 
Of Tempter and Temptation without fear. 
But thou, infernal Serpent! shalt not long 
Kule in the clouds ; like an autumnal star. 
Or lightning, thou shalt fall from Heaven, trod dowii 
Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feej'st 
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Thy wounds (yet not thy last and deadliest wound^) 
By this repulse receiv*d> and hold^st in-^Hell 
No triumph : in all her gates Abaddon rues ^ 

Thy bdd attalnpt Hereafter learn with awe 
To dread the Son df God : He^ all unarm'd. 
Shall chase thee, with {he terrout of his voice. 
From thy demoniadt holds, possession foul. 
Thee and thy ftgions; yelling they shall fly. 
And beg to hide them in a herd of swine, 
. Lest he command them down into the deep, 
Boimd, and to torment sent before their time. — ,^ 
ftail. Sob of the Most High, heir of both worlds^ 
Quelkr of Satan ! On thy ^orious work 
Now enter} and begin to save mankind. 

Thus they the Son of God, our Saviour meek. 
Sung victor, and, from heavenly feast refreshed. 
Brought on his way with joy 5 he, unobserv'd. 
Home to his mother*s house private returned. 



END OP VOL. II. 



Thomas Datxson, 



d by Google 



k. 



Digitized by Google 



r\ 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



